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ELLEN CI4AYT.ON; 


OR, 


THE NOMA'DES OF THE WEST. 


CHAPTER 1. 

THE PRINCESS AND HER COMPANION — THE REUNION AND 
THE GUERDON. 

Lkt us now transport ourselves to another part 
of tlie royal abode of the Princes of Lahunzel; 
that apj)ro|>rlated to the female portion of the 
ostabiidiiiient. 

Ii \\u^ a long gallery or saloon covered with a 
carjict (if aloe-cloth, figured with an intricate 
pattern in lively colours, and hung with rich 
tajiestry of ('ottun and feather-work, or phimaj^ : 
the former fi^stooned at intervals to the carved 
etwnice, with loops of massive gold. On these 
hangings ^vere portrayed, in brilliant hues, birds, 
fruit, and flowers. The ceiling was of aromatic 
cedar, inlaid with woods of dificrent colours, and 
richly carved. Several vases of silver, gracefully 
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shaped and very large, were placed on stands at 
certain distances along the middle of the chamber, 
and contained the choicest flowers. Around these 
vases were entwined |)ands of interlacing serpents 
in chased gold, whose diamond eyes glittered and 
flashed with life-like intensity from bene^ the 
fresh leaves and flowers that hung over the rim of 
the vessels, and imparted fragrance to the atmos- 
phere with their dying breath; a fliithful allegory, 
old as time itself, of innocence and subtlety com- 
bined — the beauty and deformity of being. 

The rest of the furniture consisted of tables, 
stools, and couches of wood carved into grotesque 
forms, richly gilded, and in some instances covered 
with embroidery. 

But the peculiar feature of the apartment con- 
sisted in its being open to the air on one side, 
throughout its whole length, with the exception 
of a range of ]»ier8 encrusted with alabaster 
tracery, tliat divided it into so many - doorways 
through which appeared a veranda of gilt lattice- 
work, half covered with cree|)ing vines. Between 
these wreaths of screen-like foliage could be 
obtained charming glimpses of a sweet wilder- 
ness of flowers and shrubs, and the jet of a foun- 
tain in a terraced garden that overlooked the lake, 
on the waters of which a fairy archipelago was 
grouped in unpruned luxuriance; like a flock of 
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birds reposing oh the bright expanse. And 
amid the fi)liage of several of tliese islets a gilded 
pinnacle or white tower reflected tlie sun’s rays, 
and formed a favourite resting place for the eye; 
while, far in the back ground, above the groves, 
the n^jjj^intain w^all that made the boundary of this 
little world reared its shadowy mass in a grand 
crescent of blue ridges and showy peaks. 

But it was not to gaze upon the splendour 
within or witliout, nor to inhale the perfumed air 
alone, that induced the two sole tenants of this 
sumptuous retreat, to malco it their place of 
sojourn at that sunny hour. 

One of these, a tall, w’ell-roiinded woman, of 
about twenty-five, wdth large, dark, and melan- 
choly eyes, ^vas of a iiiost winning aspect, and her 
clear cinnamon-coloured complexion, as well as the 
dreamy languor of her manner — still more than 
her aj)])arcl, proclaimed her to be of Indian origin. 

Her black hair, stiuight and glossy, was wreathed 
with flowers, and on her forehead was bound a 
green stone of rare v;xlue, set in gold: — the Chal- 
(dilvitl of ancient Mexico. Large ear-jewels of 
carved pearl-shell, touched her curving shoulders 
and gleamed among the meshes of her hair. She 
wore a sort of short tunic, fitting close to the 
figure and reaching to the swell of the hips; this 
was made of crimson hair-cloth, fine and silk-like, 
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open in front and trimmed with ermine. Below 
this was a triple-skirted robe of the finest cotton, 
dark blue and crossed by diagonal lines of a lighter 
shade, in a large net pattern; with borders of 
worked embroidery to each skirt, fringed with 
I)endeiits of gold and pearl shell, placed alter- 
nately. Over this lower garment also hung the 
tasselled ends of ^ shawl-girdle of variegated 
colours. 

The bosom of the Indian was half exposed, in 
the manner of the Arabians; and heaving with her 
breath in measured undulations, in the shade of 
its swelling curves was an amulet of turquoise, 
encircled with pearls. 

Upon her arms, which were bare and beauti- 
fully formed, were clasped several bracelets of 
mosaic, tui’qn >ise, pearl, and other gems; and her 
small foet were clothed in sandals of delicate 
workmanship, richly embroidered, and fastened 
above her ankles with jewelled bands. 

This quccn-llke and graceful woman was half re- 
clining on a couch, upon which she had just thrown 
a folded book of maguey paper, the papyrus of 
America, inscribed with liieroglyphlcal character 
and containing the odes of Nczahualcoyotl, the 
royal bard of Tczcuco. 

She had been reading aloud, but was now en- 
gaged in shading from the light, with a feather 
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fan, the face of her companion, who was seated 
upon a low stool at her side with her head reclin- 
ing in her lap. 

This was a young and slender cj'eature whose 
form was veiled from head to foot in a loose gown 
of w^hite silk, fastened down the front with clasps 
of amethyst, and round the waist by a zone of 
gold, in linked stars, studded thickly with pearls. 
A delicate shawl of lilac rested loosely on her 
loins and spread its ends of silver fringe upon the 
carpeted floor. 

Her Lair w’hich like her companion’s was black, 
though of a more satin-likc texture, was divided 
smoothly on lier small head, and brought in long 
plaits over her breast in the Sioux fashion; there 
were flowers likewise w'reathed arpund its dark 
and Avavy circumference, but her attitude had 
partially crushed them. 

How strangely radiant was the countenance 
tliat appeared in profile, as it reposed partly on 
her arm, which Avas bare from the elboAV, and partly 
on the lap of the Indian! How beautiful, and 
yet not with a beai^y of mere form and hue, 
though the latter was as far removed from that of 
her companion as the pearls tliat shone upon her 
breast; for like those pale jewels of the sea, the 
complexion of the maiden was of a waxen fair- 
ness, and seemed to emit light, as from an inner 
shrine. 
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That figure had expanded into womanhood, 
that mouth had acquired an air of thoughtfulness, 
and those eyes a deeper intelligence since last we 
beheld them; the stamp was not impaired but 
c^stcned with a sweet sobriety by time and care. 

There was less liveliness perhaps, and less 
bloom, but the features were more perfectly 
marked and intellectual, and they still retained 
that innocent serenity of expression which was 
the best charm of a face whose delicacy seemed 
only a translucent veil to the bright spirit beneath. 

We cannot fail to recognize the lost Ellen in 
that simple but most becoming garb. 

But her mouth contracts suddenly, and her 
eyes which she had just closed, open with a start. 
The thought,^ whate’er it was, disturbed her 
greatly, for she uttered a sigh and a tear stole 
from her eyelids. 

The daughter of Unicum, for such was the 
quality of her on whom she leaned — bent quickly 
down and looked enquiringly into her fiicc, de* 
manding at the same time, in Daheota, with the 
tenderest solicitude, ^ 

^^ What Is it, my beloved one, my soft fledg- 
ling? I woidd call thee my daughter, but dare 
not, else it oiTcnd thee. The air is too sultry, or 
that which I have been repeating to thee hath 
made thi,e sad; or it may be these odours are 
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more than thy sense can well bear ? In that case 
we will to the azoteas where it is fresh and opoh 
Or stay; let me run to one of the garden foun- 
tains and, bring thee a cup of water to wet thy 
forehead with: it is a charm against * weariness 
and pain, as I have often proved*” 

Heed it not, dear Consocil,” answered Ellen, 
checking the kindly impulse; ^^it was only an 
idea Call me anytliing thou wishest and I will 
love thee for it. But relate to^me, once more, 
wliat the cacique told Orazin about the finder of 
his shield ; the time has elapsed now that was to 
have brought him here, and still he comes not. 
He was my friend, Consocil, and, as it seems^ 
bent upon liberating me from the hands of him 
whom, as I told thee, made me captive, at the 
time Orazin himself set me free. I would fain 
know for a certainty, whether it were indeed so, 
or if he chanced only by accident, to be in the 
Daheota country. 

The Indian smiled and laid her fan delicately 
over the face of the speaker, as if to hide from 
her own eyes, the blushes with which it was suf- 
fused: but she gave no utterance to her thoughts, 
wha tever they were, and only sought to do what was 
required of her, in a simple and soothing manner. 

My little white dove, the light is too strong 
for your eye^ I see very well. You are not so 
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coarsely made as the brown people and therefore 
must be beated very tenderly, even like the 
flowers, *else, peradventure, they fade;’ as the 
bard saith. Now shut them close up and rest 
under the feather shade, while I tell thee what 
Orazin said. 

The grand Tecuhtle, which you must know is 
the title given to the chief of our merchant nobles, a 
rank of honour in Lahunzel— came home suddenly 
from the plains beyond the mountains, bearing the 
shield which he chanced to drop, and which it 
grieved us so much to lo:e; not for its value, or 
for that it was a heritage from his father's father, 
but rather because it might endanger the safety 
of the nation, by quickening the desire of such as 
happened to find it, and so lead them to sear'd! for 
the pass through the hills, and to discover the 
secret place from whence it came. But now Con- 
socil, my beloved — said Orazin — no danger will 
come to Lahunzel through me; behold ! the antique 
slrield of Mexico, v llh which luy ancestors fought, 
hangs again uj^on thy husband’s arm. 

So Orazin was joyful for the good fortune 
that had befallen him. And he said moreover, 
that he who picked it up w^as of thy complexion, 
and that he was close upon thy traces when he, 
Orazin, bore thee away from the valley of the 
plains. 
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That he had followed, year after year, striving 
to reach thee without avail, but with his whole 
heart! Dost thou hear, my daughter? with his 
whole heart ! Those w^ere the very words, the 
Tecuhtle spokt} to Om^in, and he is one who looks 
sharply into a thing and cannot be deceived; we call 
i/nii Tazinco, tlie shrewd. ^ 

TJh n tiie king and the council said, go Tazinco 
and bring this wliite stranger to the virgin who is 
witii ns, as he desires; for yen sec, my dove, it 
wais only on that condition, he would give up the 
shield. 

“ Therefore set thy heart at peace, for he will 
come shortly and with gladness, I am very sure*” 
It is not that, indeed, it is not dear Consocil, 
for 1 know him well,” Avas the reply. But alas! 
nuiny feelings rush over me, and give me a strange 
jmeasln(\ss (»f s])irlt when I think of all that I have 
gone through since wc parted. I am not what I 
was then. l\u'ha])8 it will grieve him to see this, 
and perhaps lie too is changed.’' 

Ell 1 11 spoke constrainedly and with bitterness, 
as she gave involuntary utterance to the secret 
ianeies which prove a never failing source of self 
ioi'tur(3 to such, as, after a long absence, are about 
to be restored, and yet tremble at that restoration 
to those of whom they have mused and thought, 
and dreamed until their very lives are become 
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incorporated with a sentiinent which it would be 
death to blight. 

^ What does my white dove mean ? enquired 
the princess tenderly ; ii^thdrawing her fan and 
looking gravcsly into Ellen’s face. But ere the 
latter coul^ .r«ply» steps^ were heard in the adjourn- 
ing passage, ahd a'signal was made at the door of 
the salooni wlfich paused the blood to rush impetu- 
ously into the girl’s cheeks, and ebb as quickly 
when the Indian princess hastened to obey the 
well-known call of her spouse. 

One minute later there were two still iri^ the 
chamber, but Comsocil was not one of them ; the 
expected stranger had substituted himself instead, 
and Ellen was fainting in his arms. 

And yet she clung even more closely to the 
faithful breast that supported her, and warmed into 
new life beneath the caress of Conrad who mur- 
mured his delight in burning words, and smoothed 
with Ills hand, her soft hair, thi*illlng me|Lnwhile 
with an ecstasy ho had never known, as he felt the 
heart of the long lost one throb fuller and quicker, 
each instant; against his own. 

In that emotion, the luxury of a long existence 
seemed compressed, and it amply requited him for 
all his%toils and oft’-thwarted hopes, the blissful 
consciousness of his success. He never proved 
, until then, the measure of his deep love for 
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the maiden, or the rapture it could bring ; and 
now that he was absolved from his former vow, 
never to desist until he had found her, he made a 
second, and far less difficult one, never to part 
from her again. 

And when Ellen withdrew^ herself at length 
from his embrace, and threw herself in a fit of 
weeping upon the couch, he felt his tenderness also 
grow too mighty to be controlled, so he sat him- 
self by her side and drew her unresistingly towards 
him, and with her head on his shoulder and his 
amS enfolding her, the lovers mingled their tears. 

How strange it was I Ncitlier remembered then, 
that they had never given expression to a senti- 
ment stronger than that of friendship, during their 
brief but memorable acquaintance, the circum- 
stances connected with which, placed them upon a 
footing of familiarity that might not have^^been so 
unrestrained, had it taken place under different 
auspices, or at a later period of their lives. Yet 
no avowal appeared essential to let them know 
that they were all in all to each other ; that the 
thought oi tills very meeting had haunted them, 
day by day, and kept alive the embers of a soli- 
tary hope when all other sources of comfort were 
swept successively away. They beheld, felt, 
understood it all by a weird sympathy, fleeter and 
more eloquent than words. 
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They were the same as they had ever been, 
undiaxiged and devoid of guile, or a single thought 
which they woQld wish to hide fhan eadi other. 
And it seemed natural, and not extraordinary, 
that they should be sitting thus affectionately 
together; while the intermediate time wasohiltcr- 
atod, and for all Ids manliness of appearance Ellen 
could have b^eved that her loved ’Conrad had 
never been separated from her, and that a few 
hours, only, were elapsed since slie bid him adieu, 
at the door of Notokeel’s lodge. Then alsc^ the 
latter beheld, in the spiritual and perfected woman, 
only the simple hearted girl who liad trusted her- 
self with him on the waves, and called him “friend,” 
—such is love ! Not that mis-named counterfeit 
which passes current with the crowd, a transient 
phrenzy that raves itself .away; hut that interlace- 
ment of |>eing with being, that mysterious energy 
which is capable of the most exalted aims and the 
most heroic ’sacrifices; that perfect forgetfolness of 
our individuality which causes us to crave with an 
incessant craving for the sympathy of another, 
which, if granted blesses, but which, being withheld, 
blights to the core ; the true spiritJ-passion that 
o’ermasters the material, — the love of the soul ! 

And when their wilder emotions subsided down 
to the m^er capacity of words, what a host of^ 
sweet senlE^ans swarmed about their long exiled 



THE KOMAmS OF TUB WBfiX- 


13 


hearts, as they related to one another the long 
history of their wanderings, and heiif theiir faith 
had often well ni^ failed them: and bow some 
incidental clrcnmstanee ever intervened like a 
Providence, to give them*" succour in thfeir time of 
sorest trial I And how they had been made happy 
by thinldng of the days they had spent together, 
and tibat after aJl^ they would meet again. For 
I knew,” said Ellen, looking with moist and trust- 
ful eyes into her companion’s face, as she made the 
soft avowal ; 1 knew that my friend would grieve 

for my sake, and do all he could to rescue me from 
him who stole me away so cruelly, on that autumn 
evening when we parted, not for years, as it 
proved, but for a short half-hour only; and in 
this belief I seized an opportunity and dropped a 
box of Notokecl’s on the way, thinking that, per- 
chance, it might be the means of guiding such as 
were sent in search, on the route of the unfeeling 
enemy, Alas I I little knew then, what I was 
doomed to suffer, and how many long ‘years were 
fated to pass, ere I should behold a kindred face 
again! It was a great mercy, without doubt, for 
it saved me from the anticipation of evil. And as 
the days wore on, bringing no help or signs of 
rescue, I often languished, ay, well nigh unto 
,4cath, dear friend! But in my tribulation I 
thought oft-times of thy kindness and affection, 
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and waited patiently for the term of my bondage, 
which I believed, sooner or later, would surely 
arrive ; and it was only when our master took us, 
Notokeei and myself, to the end of the great lakes, 
and many seasons passed, and no word came to us 
from our friends : It was only then that I gave up 
expecting thee, and iypiagined that thou hadst gone 
home and contracted other friendships. Yet I 
knew thou couldst not forget Ellen altogether/’ 
added she half playfully, putting her hand in that 
of her companion, and then immediately looking 
grave, and speaking in low faltering tones: ‘'not 
little Ellen who was with thee in the shipwreck and 
the forest journey, when she had no other soul to 
trust to or call friend.” 

“ I never, never could, indeed dear beloved !” 
exclaimed Conrad with fervour: “and though the 
token of your flight, which in due time we found, 
led to no furt]ier result, on account of the winter 
tlxat drove us hack in despair — yet I never thought 
of resting contented with that single attempt, 
nor have I desisted from the search then com- 
menced, up to this present time; fortune was 
discouraging and tardy in taking a turn, but I 
am rewarded at last.” 

“Now is it the plain truth, what thou art 
saying?” enquired Ellen with an expression of 
commingled wonder and joy depicted in her 
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iixgenuous features,^ which her emotioBS had suf- 
fused with a rich blooiUv; " Hast thou wandered 
solely for my sake into these far wilds ?” 

" I have so dared,” replied he, though I often 
felt it to be somewhat presumptuous* inasmuch 
as we had not known one -another long, Ellen, 
and I had no right to think you would respond 
to my feelings and justify the course I undertook. 
I aw'oke as from a dream, when our pleasant 
communion was so broken, and found that it was 
not friendship but love which urged me on. Will 
you accept it, clearest ? we are alone in the world ; 
why should our destinies be disunited?” 

What could Ellen say ? Or rather we might 
ask, what fair lady Avould refuse her favours to one 
so faithful and devoted ? 

Assured are we that the appeal was not in 
vain. But had we caught tlie whispered con- 
fession or the withering dissent, supposing such, 
this pen would not have published it to the 
Bcofling world. 

We have our ideals of the inner life, our 
shrined pearls which no unhallowed breath must 
ever sully, and thou, fair Ellen, art of them. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

EXPLANATIONS. 

Hour after hour, those united ones remained in 
rapt abstraction from everything in the round 
world but their happy selves. Side by side they 
threaded each walk of the terraced garden and 
lingered by its fountains ; or gazing out at the soft 
landscape beyond its w'all, took no heed of the 
lapse of time, until the long shadows crept over 
the vale, and the breeze grew chill from the ice- 
peaks, procHh^ng the close of day. 

There was iso much to feel and to explain in 
this their first intervicAv, that had they occupied a 
dreary waste, debarred from all outward enjoy- 
ment, for the time at least, they would liave been 
content 

Conrad was now put in possession of every 
particular relative to the abduction and subsequent 
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niovem&ts of the captive girl, from which we wiU 
select such as have not been, already detailed ox 
suggested to the reader. 

As the Mohawks had surmised, the secret foe 
had withdrawn with his prisoners, by the river ol 
the Onondagas, and reached the shores of Lake 
Ontario ere his course was suspected; and thus 
made good his retreat by following up the 
western coast for a considerable distance, until the 
increasing danger of the navigation obliged him 
to desist, and go into winter quarters, where he 
remained secure from all pursuit. This period of 
her captivity, which extended over the whole of 
the ensuing year, was the most distressing and 
dreadful of all to the delicate Ellen, and she 
could never think of it in after days, without a 
shiver of repugnance. 

How she survived the rigours of that terrible 
experience, without injury to her tender frame, 
she could not tell ; exposed as she was, to cold 
and tempest, to rude fare, ajid often indignity 
from her savage master, w'ho in the first instance, 
seemed inclined to treat her like a common memal, 
and no doubt would very soon have released her 
from all earthly bondage, had it not been for her 
friend and companion Notokeel, who, sufficiently 
submissive in other respects, to her faithless 
foster soli, rose like a tigress against him, when- 
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ever he ventured to assail her ^^Water-ltty,” as 
she loved to call her, with even a harsh word. 
Eventually, a sort of tacit agreement was made 
between them, which left Ellen to Notokeers 
entire control: a concession claimed by the 
Indian woman, in virtue of her original bargain 
with the conjurer, and wliich he was disposed to 
yield, for the sake of insuring her domestic 
services; as his distracted fancy and sense of 
loneliness, at times, grew too oppressive for him 
to bear, and caused him to feel all the more 
desirous of securing the comforts of a home. 

After a time, also, he became more accustomed 
to Ellen’s presence, and being subjected to the 
daily influence of her gentleness and refinement, 
his natural enmity melted imperceptibly away, 
and before he was conscious of it, he experienced 
a sort of compassion for his helpless captive: 
while her beautiful face assisted largely, without 
doubt, in moulding to a softer disposition the 
mind of the fierce sa^ge. The tranquillizing 
tendency of social life also checked his constitu- 
tional failing, in a very remarkable degree. From 
that time forth his paroxysms of temporary 
insanity and gloom became less violent and soon 
ceased altogether to appear in their original form ; 
though they assumed a new phase which proved a 
source of periodical anxiety to those who were 
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obUgedIbo accompany him through his after course 
of alternate wandering and repose, among the 
w^ern tribes. 

Crossing over, from the head of Ontario, by the 
portage to Lake Simcoe, as soon as tLe second 
Spring opened, the Abenake conjurer made his 
way to the extremity of Michegan, and took up 
his abode with the Pottowattomies, being resolved 
to put in practice a long contemplated design, as 
soon as he could obtain the means. This was to 
seek for some new country towards the sunset, 
where by the exercise of his craft, he might 
obtain a greater share of popular favour than he 
had enjoyed, and at the same time insure himself 
against all chances of pursuit, which, nothwith- 
standing his audacity, would sometimes haunt him 
with dark and uneasy forebodings ; for he knew 
the Mohawks well, and that he would have to go 
very far ere he could put himself beyond the 
reach of their indefatigable vengeance. 

With these people, and afterwards, among the 
lowas, he succeeded in his character of Medicine* 
man, beyond lys expectations, and found a power- 
ful auxiliary in a quarter whence he had least 
looked for it. 

To his surprise, even his imposing mummery 
supported by a wild eloquence and a ready cun- 
ning that never forsook him in emergency, proved 



20 


ELLEN CLAYTON ; OB, 


iaBigmficant and fruitless, compared with the spell 
created by the mere appearance of the fair creature, 
who seemed so out of p&ce in his lodge. 

Ellen was the first white female who had ever 

t 

penetrated into that far region, and her remarkable 
beauty excited not only the deepest admiration 
but a sentiment that had in it much of reverential 
awe; for the natives evidently regarded her as one 
of a race of beings superior to thenj^selvea and not 
to be treated without respect* 

Often would the Mystery -man find his hearers 
diflicult to retain with all the address he could 
employ, and clamorous for admission to the pale 
xnedicine-woman in his lodge; and he discovered 
that there was a more potent charm in a single 
glimpse of her sweet face, than in all the juggling 
and necromancy he possessed. 

Tins knowledge he now resolved to turn to good 
account, and therefore, announced, shortly after- 
wards, that, by the force of hi8"^incantation8, a 
pow^r direct from the great spirit descended to 
him in the likeness of a woman, at certain periods 
of the day, and that all those desiroijs of benefiting 
, by it, must come to him at such times, only. Xnd 
the better to encourage this superstitious belief, 
he altered his niode of living, which his increasing 
consequence* had already somewhat improved; 
purchased handsome skin lodges, and horses, a rare 
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and costly luxury in that county— and tried. by 
every attention to the comfort and privacy of his 
captive, to favour the illi^on which her advent 
created, in the minds of his credulous hosts. 

The trick succeeded to admiration, and Ellen 
experienced a singular alteration in her conditioui 
for which, at first, she could not readily account, 
and she had no wish afterwards to deprive herself 
of the benefits it conferred; as she knew tliat the 
deceit, however unwarrantable, was harmless in 
its effects. Therefore, the poor girf hailed it as a 
blessing that granted her a respite from the suf- 
fering and annoyance, which the intrusion of 
curious strangers had occasioned her. 

From tills time she began to rally, and would 
have recovered her original tranquillity of mind, 
had her singular master been^^nabled to overcome 
his morbid propensity for cliange : which, after a 
period of inactivity, would suddenly seize upon 
him with the fury of insanity, and compel them to 
strike their tents, mount on horseback, and ^con- 
tinue their, progress, in wandering search of some 
new sojourn, towards the west. 

In this manner Ellen was subjected to a course 
of strange vicissitude and trial, unparalleled in its 
curious admixture of light and shade; not of out- 
ward circumstance merely, but of that inward world 
whose delicate fabric is checkered also by mutation. 
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and torn by occasional tempest. Yet the grand* 
and glorious scenes, tlirough which she mtfved, 
acted as a restorative adid preserved the balance of 
a mind so sensitive and so severely tried. 

In her greatest , adversity she was consoled by 
the thought tliat she could not be entirely friend- 
less and uncared for where there were such mani- 
fest traces of the hand of deity, in every thing 
around; she conmiended herself to that eternal 
presence’ which made even the dreary solitude an 
abiding place, trusting that it would be to her 
both a guide and a shield. 

We need not speak of her struggles with her 
hard destiny, her maideit alarms at finding herself 
amidst warring, wild-looking hordes; of the forlorn 
nature of her prospects ; these will readily suggest 
themselves to the reader. 

Through all however, Notokecl was her stedfast 
friend, ever near to ward off* evil, and solicitous as 
a mother about her comfort in the smallest parti- 
cular of her daily routine. The poor girl turned 
to her as to her only human ally, endeavouring 
meanwhile, to diminish the debt of gratitude she 
felt, by reciprocating as much as possible her 
devoted affection. 

EHen nevei for an instant supposed that her 
warm-hearted nurse and companion was the orgi- 
nal cause of a calamity which had exiled her from 
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civiliasatlon, and forced the current of her existence 
inta^a channel where it seemed bewildered and 
lost. 

But the time had now arrived in which she was 
to undergo a new change of condition, and that 
too when threatened with what she could not fail' 
to consider as the greatest misfortune in the posi- 
tion in w^hich she was. This was the loss of her 
Indian friend w^ho for some time had showed strong 
symptoms of a decline; and Ellen while she fuIjSlled 
the gentle offices of a nurse to her ailing companion, 
trembled to think of the blank in her lot which 
her death would occasion. 

But she w'as not now* the shrinking, childish 
girl she had been a few years before. Her nature 
had groWn strong in its feebler parts, and definite 
in all its faculties. She coidd regard now steadily 
and without alarm, much that caused her terror, in 
the first moments of her captivity. Her resolution, 
always a marked feature of her character, had 
deepened with her growth; anjl as she unfolded 
in the purest mould of womanly beauty, in the 
winds of the prairies, so her moral being acquired 
its matured aspect, under a Spartan-like severity of 
training. There were no chimeras now to torment 
her with indefinable fear; what she had to dread 
were the simple concomitants of a life for which 
she was unfitted to a degree, — and these she nerved 
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herself to endure with the humble fortitude of ^ 
religion above pretence. 

' Personal insult or injury, she did not apprehend; 
the first had, never been offered to her, throughout 
her wanderings, in any unseemly shape, and her 
' master, in his altered mood, showed no inclination 
to repeat his former harshness towards her. 

Matters at length seemed to proclaim that the 
long expected crisis was at hand; for while tra- 
velling from thp village of the Medicine-Bows, 
where they had been staying for a short period, 
Notokeel found herself too unwell to proceed 
further, and they had halted for the benefit of the 
invalid, and erected their lodges in the secluded 
dell where Conrad and his party soon afterwards 
found her, when the following incident tdok place; 
we give it in Ellen’s words. 

I was sitting in my lodge, as was my wont, 
when not attending to poor Notokeel, working 
some Indian embroidery: our master being absent 
in quest of a buffalo, as we had small store of pro- 
vision by us ; when I heard the clatter of horses 
feet coming down the valley. Now thinking it 
<^y the returning mystery-man, I took little 
notice of it, ‘when all at once, a stranger came into 
the lodge, of so remarkable an appearance that I 
could have screamed outright, had he not checked 
‘me at once, with a smiling air, and placed his 
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finger on his lip, saying low, in the Dahcota tongue, 
‘ Peace, maiden, I have a secret for thee ; listen to 
what I say T I could not find words, so much was 
I surprised at the apparition of the stjjanger knight; 
for he brought to my mind what I had heard of 
those heroic beings, in the books of romance, 
which we deem unprofitable vanities, and are not 
permitted to read; Ihis raiment was so resplendent 
with gold, feathers, and costly gems, and his 
weapons also, for he was armed, as if for battle. 
Nevertheless his aspect was very mild and did not 
excite thoughts of cruelty; as many men of war 
whom I have beheld, so I listened quietly to what 
he had to say, which was passing strange. 

‘^His name, he said, was Orazin, and that he 
was a chief of a wise nation, beyond the moun- 
tains, who were in want of a teacher to instruct 
them in the knowledge of the true God — the 
Ca?ise of causes — as he termed him. 

“ He said, moreover, that he had been advised, 
in a dream, to go to a certain place in the plains 
of the sunrise, and there he would find an orphan 
virgin with a white countenance, like one of their 
saints or ancient divinities, whose name I forget, 
by whose assistance they could obtain that of 
which they stood in need; and that, having sub- 
mitted it to the expounders of dreams, thoi%]b 
there was a difference as to its meaning, the 
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general opinlbn pronounced it to be an especial 
revelation and not an allegory, and therefore to 
admit of the plain interpretation only. Aeccrd- 
ingly the chief rulers bade him fulfil the injuno 
tion of the dream, and he, Orazin, put on his 'war 
panoply and took his spear and shield, as therein 
commanded, and crossed the mountains, and found 
the valley and the tent^ and everything, just as 
it wsis foretold. Now was not that strange, 
Conrad ?” 

*^Who was this Orazin?” asked the young 
man, somewhat coldly; giving no heed to the 
question, and contracting his lips and brow with 
an expression of pain. 

Ellen looked at him in surprise, but seemed to 
ditine quickly the cause of his disquietude; for 
putting her nrm gently through liis, as he stood 
leaning over the terrace, she said with an arch 
smile, Why, I never thought of it; all this time 
I have never told thee that But I deemed it no 
matter, because tliou seest he is the husband of 
the Princess Consocil, the king’s daughter, who 
was with me when thou earnest here.” 

^•^Then it was he who conducted me hither, 
from the place of audience?” rejoined Conrad, with 
the air of one who has just thrown off an intole- 
rable burden. 

"Even so, my friend. It was ConsociFs hus- 
band. Thou wilt like him weU.” 
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” Gk) on now, Ellen,” saiid our tfero ; and she 
continued her account : — 

whfen te told me this, and prop68ed 
that I should go with him to his 4 )e(jple, I was 
vety much perplexed. His story was so miracu- 
loTiiS that I could not but doubt its veracity, 
notwithstanding the’ knowledge of my condition 
which it disclosed. Yet when I looked in his 
fece for the signs of guile, all suspicion seemed to 
fade away from my thoughts, for there was in ii;^ 
something truthful and solemn^ that rebuked me 
for the injustice of my imaginings — as though he 
read my heart in my eyes. Therefore, when he 
had explained to me, more fully, the nature of his 
errand, and the direction of his abode, I could not 
but look upon it as a Christian’s duty to do wiiat 
was required of me ; and, moreover, it would 
place me in a condition of life more tranquil and 
suitable than that in which I w^as; for, oh, Con- 
rad I I ivas weary unto death of so much wander- 
ing and so many strange faces, and felt that I 
would give the whole world, did I possess it, for 
a little rest. Yet I could not |>ear to leave 
Notokeel dying, as I believed her to be, and I 
told him so, and all that concerned myself, and 
the reason of my being alone in the wilderness, 
so far from my own people. 

Then he endeavoured to persuade me to sei^e 

CJ 2 
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the Occasion liberate myself from captivity, 
and trust to him, for that he had a wife who 
would be my friend ; and at the same time, he 
showed me tl^t my staying could not save poor 
JS^otokeel, if it was her allotted time, and that if I 
rejected his otfer then it might not he well for me 
in the end. The minutes were precious also, he 
said, as my n^^ster wquld^soon return, and then it 
would be too late to escape, without peril. 

Well, at last I took resolution and consented; 
and bidding Notokeel a sorrowf^il farewell, I was 
soon flying on my prairie horse, with the stranger 
cavalier, in the direction of the mountains. The 
end of the story is, that I reached this place in 
safety, and proved the honesty of Orazin; the 
rest thou knowest.” 

All save one thing, beloved.” 

^^And what can that be?” inquired Ellen, 
timidly; for she felt that she was on the verge of 
a disclosure which it iiad been her object to avoid. 

‘‘ The name of him who ^tolc you from us, and 
obliged you to undergo a slavery so terrible and 
long. You have not fold me either his name or 
tlie tribe to which he belonged. Was he a 
Huron, or a false renegado — a Praying Mohawk?” 
and Conrad clenched his hands fiercely, and 
looked with sternness into the face of his be- 
trothed. 
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She hesitated and turned pale, while a choking 
sensation prevented her from speaking for a time, 
and Conrad repeated his question before she 
could summon firmness enough to reply. 

^^It was neither, dearest; but an Abeiiake 
juggler, with less reason at times than a child* 
I bear no malice towards him; he knew not that 
be did wrong.” 

His name, Ellen ? his name ?” demanded 
Conrad, his features flushed with a strange -agita- 
tion, and his eyes dilating in a stare, as a horrible 
suspicion crept like a grasp about his heart, and 
held it fast. ^ 

Bizon-ko-kok-has,” said the maiden in alow 
voice, though she strove to accompany it with a 
smile, which like a brief sunbeam flickered and 
disappeared as she added: ^^The Medicine-owl, 
as he uncouthly called himself, with whom thou 
wert when the generous hunter rescued thee, 
Conrad, as I heard thee once say. But we may 
not harbour uncharitable thoughts, or do an 
injury to any mortal being. I might have fallen 
into worse hands, and been reduped to a more 
direful bondage by a Christian foe. He forbore 
many evil ways for my sake. Therefore, dear 
Conrad, let him rest.” - 

It was the man’s strong nature wrung by in- 
tolerable anguish ; it was the avenger’s madness 
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Btmggliiig with the dictates of a higher faith; it 
was the phrenzied sorrow of a heart that could 
pour itself forth and break over its outiaged 
humanitiea, it? acuti^ sense of unmerited suffering 
and wrong, that Ellen witnessed then. And 
when the sharp agony had calmed itself away to 
a more moderate train of feeling, Conrad clasped 
his betrothed, sobbing and speechless to his 
breast. 

]\Jy poor, wounded dove,” he murmured, 
**thou hadst indeed much need of rest. Thine 
was a mournful destiny, and had what you have 
just told been only whispered to me before, it 
would have driven me mad. I cannot compre- 
hend how you survived the awful tyranny of that 
man I One thing is no longer a mystery to me 
now, however, and it will teach us to bo more 
circumsjject in our future movements ; the know- 
ledge that each step we take may be noted by a 
perfidious #»nemy.” 

Conrad ihen related what he beheld in th^ 
mountain cave, being fuUy persuaded that the 
hideous reflection in the water had been occa- 
sioned by a visit of the sorcerer himself, and not 
of one of the solitary inhabitants of that regiou, 
as was supposed; and the cunning and pitiless 
animosity of the man led him to believe that he 
had already tracked them' to the entrance of the 
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valley^ mi that he wouU leave no method untried 
toe&ct his purpose; whether it were to avenge 
the loss he had sustained, or to i^ecover possession 
of her who was a necessary eoadjutor in Ms 
scheme of lucrative fraud. 

Seeing, however,, that what he said'^' excited 
uneasiness in his companion, Conrad gave a new 
direction to her thoughts, by breaking to her, as 
gently as he could, what he had nOt intimated as 
yet; namely, Notokeel’s death, wMch shoclced her 
very much, for she had been strongly attached to 
the faithful Indian woman, and her scrupulous 
conscience reproached her for not re|naini3Qg with 
her friend, though it would have .cost her more 
than a strict sense' of duty commanded her to 
sacrifice. 

She was comforted, however, by the tliought 
that.her place at the sufferer’s side had been far 
better occupied by that long-lost and fondly- 
deplored son, whom Notokeel recognized in the 
person of the voyageur; one already known to 
her, by report, as he had been the theme of con- 
versation between her and Conrad, at the time of 
their first meeting. 

.. Musing thus of many things tender and sad, 
and recalling past associations which sentiment 
had made dear; and far older memories on which 
enrly sorrow threw chastened apd religious light; 
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the young lovers, as we have said, took no heed of 
time. Absorbed ip Aeir blissful reunion, they 
knew not that the sun had set and that the shades 
of night wer^ gathering dimly around, when they 
were restored to consciousness by the arrival of 
ScwantAs-walle, who came Awards them from the 
verandah that communicated with the garden in 
which they were. The Indian warrior noyr beheld 
for the second time the fair object of his friend’s 
attachment, and received from her lips a warm 
and graceful acknowledgment for all his exertions 
in her behalf. 

Yet an observer might have deemed the Indian 
strangely indifferent to the charms of a sweet face 
and voice, heightened as they were by no ordinary 
feeling ; for after taking the liand she held out to 
him and answering by a few brief words, he re- 
treated some paces and leant against the wall of 
the terrace, with an air of cold abstraction, in 
which he seemed to wrap himself as in a cloak 
of moody reserve. 

Ellen could not help being somewhat hurt at 
this strange demeanour, and though she was con- 
strained to admit, from all she had heard, that the 
young Mohawk possessed a true .and noble heart, 

■k' 

she whispered to herself, that he was very unso- 
ciable, if not proud ; and being the chosen friend 
of her beloved, she would fain have wished him 
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more cordial and pliant in his disposition than he 
chose to be — at least with her. As for Conrad, 
his power of observation had become eclipsed for 
the time by a stronger faculty, and he could dis- 
tinguish nothing clearly just then ; so that be was 
unconscious of what was plainly visible to his 
companion. 

In a short time also Consocil and Orazin joined 
the group; and in the company of these friendly 
souls Sewantus appeared to grow less distant, 
until, at last, all appearance of restraint was ex- 
cluded from the social circle, and the first evening 
passed swiftly and pleasantly to the newly arrived 
visitors of the Lahunzels. 

The Mohawk had made another acquaintance 
that day : one which, little as he supposed it, at 
the time, harboured the most deadly design 
against the interests of those whom both friend- 
ship and a warrior’s faith impelled him to protect. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE HIGH PHIEST AND THE EVIL EYE. 

Whjbn Unicum kft the court of audience, 
shortly after Conrad, Sewantus, in company with 
several gay young nobles, sauntered leisurely 
among the lively crowds that st^.1 lingered in the 
corridors and outer courts of the piJace. 

The courtiers received the stranger everywhere 
with marked distinction; and"* took pride in point- 
ing out and explaining to him such objects as were 
most capable of impressing him with an exalted 
idea of ibhe resources and skill of the nation. 
Whilfe such as spoke the language of the eastern 
plains plied liim with nmnerous inquiries about 
his own eoxmtry, the extent of ,|iis travels, and 
the wonders he had beheld ; to all which he gaf e 
a patient and pleased attention^, regarding the 
gorgeoul painting and aculplured im^ery with 
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grave composure, and answering his manifold 
questioners with sententious candour and indepen- 
dence. 

There was a remarkable degree of self-posses- 
sion and dignity about him that was superior to 
vulgar surprise, and, though he was really trans- 
ported by amazement at every thing around, his 
native pride would not allow him to make the 
least concession to his hosts or cause them to 
regard him as aii inferior, which tliey might have 
done,' had lie openly acknowledged Ms admir- 
ation and ignorance on that occasion. 

It was a species erf policy, peculiarly Indian-like ; 
but those who have had recourse to it under simi- 
lai’ circumstances are fully conscious of its advan- 
tage, and Sewantus never played the stoic with 
more entire success; for the Lahuzels, finding, 
that they could make tiyo visible impression on the 
foreigner by a parade of their choicest works of 
art, gave him credit for a degree of connoisseur- 
ship which he did not possess, and acquired at 
once a high opinion of one over whom tney 
not obtain even a solitary triumph. 

There wus one among them, nevertheless, who 
seemed |)articul{irly desirous of ingratiating 
sdlf with the proud-looking stranger who trod, 
with such ’a free step, those painted halls. 

This was a tall, maiestic nersom clothed in the 



mjmn cx^Arrm; 


S8 

d^arl: ««l)e^axid ^iheveUed looke of 

1^6 Bacerdcxtol order* 

ii SewaniUB bed rem^bed bini ei the kmg’s levee, 
;m<l had becn^ etruok by his appearance, and now 
that he stood before him and scanned hhn closely 
wi|Jb his eye, he felt that he was one not to be passed 
by with a ^ance of ordinary observation. There 
was a hind of mtellectnal almosphere about this 
man, which threw a chill oyer the lively group as 
soon as he joined it ; for the speakers grew sud^ 
denly silent, and dropped off one by one, until 
Sewanttts was left alone with the tall priest, who 
acoos-ted him in accents so calm and assured, and 
with so j^recise an articulation, that in defiance of 
himself he listened ; though he felt that a portion 
of his confiflonce was already gone. Strange to 
say flat the mere voice of the priest, his armour of 
proctf melted away like frost-work, and left him 
vulnerable to an adversary. 

Tugal Tanub, the)chief priest and astrologer of 
the city, had raised himself into eminenoe by the 
force of ability alone. Of a vigorous and ima- 
pinatiye intellect, ho succeeded in introducing a 
new exposition of the popular mythology, by 
clothing it in the attractive imagery and harmo- 
nious congruity of parts, suggestive to a highly 
poetical mind ; and at the same time obtained no 
slight celebrity for his skill in reading the sidereal 
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h^avenlj bodies, the ordinary erents of Efe; a 
forecast of whiOh has be^n an object of ma-n’e 
desire from the earnest ages of the^world# Koa 
(Ed the exterior of this expounder of the Starry 
oracles in any wise detract from the unbout^d 
sway which his endowments gained for him oter 
the more devotional part of the population. 

His face wns well formed, mascuKae, and of a 
pale bronze; bia nose prominent, 'his eye small, 
(lecjdy set, and meditative, but possessed of a spirit 
in itself; for by turns it could freeze like ice, and 
pierce like steel, and bum like a bolt of fire. But 
the two most remarkable elements of the face, 
and those which bore the strongest impress of the 
powerful faculties of the man, were the mouth 
and brow. The former, thin-lipped and delicately 
formed, curled, contracted, or quivered like a 
struck cliord, wliile he spoke ; as if the words had 
shapes and moulded the pliant portal to them as 
they rushed forth, propelled by the mastcr-ctfergy. 
The latter, more fully developed than is common 
to the Amcriciin type, was an emblem of lifeless 
calm. Its fixed and smooth placidity was the 
crowning cypher of the tablet, and yet its fault; 
you could read there depth of thought and self- 
abstraction— but a solitude profound. There was 
nothing kindred with the pursuits or sympathies 
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of men, in its cold severity that feeling ever 
a^feidl, even to the humanity of a frof^n, and 
that sat in perjp^tual judgment, as it were, above 
the frailties of th^ But with this twofold 

physiognomy, devoted, as it seemed, below the 
ej^ga to passion, and above to thought; if Tugal 
Tanub could not excite love he could command, 
what: he believed to be of greater moment, the 
respect and reverence of his fellows. And as he 
swept along, in his mystic garb, elevated in stature 
as in intellect above the mass, the high priest was 
an object of geneml interest which the great 
Uniciun, himself, might have envied. 

Sewantus, as we have sjiid, was not unmoved 
by the presence of tJiis individual, who, as if to 
improve, still further, tlie advantage he had 
obtained, persuaded the foreigner to accompany 
liim into the city, whether for the purpose merely 
of holding a conversation out of reach of the pub- 
lic gaze, which he appeared to shun, or for soim? 
sinistbr and secret object, Sewantus was unable to 
conjecture. But he was strongly inclined to doubt 
the honesty of his intention, from the pertinacity 
with which’ he continued his advances, although 
they were but coldly returned on the part of the 
Mohawk ; who, conscious that he Vas dealing with 
one that it would require no ordinary inge- 
nuity to foil, kept his faculties keenly on the 
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alert, to scent out the first proximity ^ danger, 
while followed hia prieady goide* Yet ne 
betrayed neither his suspicions nor the vogue sense 
of tinca&iness wMch he strove in vain, to eradicate 
from his mind. 

After leading him through one of the princina^ 
htrects of the quarter in whiph the royal palace 
stood, the astrologer arrived at a neighbouring 
ieocalU or temple, and from the summit of the 
pyramidal tcrrnce, on wliich the structure stood, 
displayed before him the magnificence and extent 
oi* the city, demanding ivith an air of pride, in 
which could be detected the on'oganoe of a self- 
coincions superiority — it were not very beau- 
tiful and groat 

Now the Mohawk, as ive have shown, Avas not 
ill a humour to appear wonder-stricken at any 
thing, iu>r did he belong to a race addicted, at any 
lime, to the paying of compliments; therefore he 
r(‘plie<l with Imperturbable coolness, 

Sewuntub-wulie has seen a larg-or gathering 
ol lodges than this at his feet ; ay> many times.” 

‘‘ Where could that he?” inquired Tugal Tanub, 
with a supercilious smile. 

In the Buffalo country, beyond the frost hills, 
ponder.” 

And who were the builders ?” rejoined the 
priest; ^^they must, certainly,^ be great and 
wise.” 
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For wisdom they surpass all,” was the quiet 
and wilful r^ply j ** but for the matter^^of bulk 
they are not renowned; being a little reddish 
animal with^a short tail, sometliing between a fox- 
squirrel and a ground-hog* You can tell them by 
their barking, brother ; they call them the prairie 
dog.” 

And when, environed by the splendours of the 
sanctuary, which was decorated with painting, 
sculpture and precious stones, liis conductor led 
him up to the base of a great altar, open to the 
sky, upon which a flaming fire of odoriferous wood 
sent up clouds of/smoke into the air, and pro- 
claimed it to him as the true master^gfod and soul 
of all things, — the following dialogue took place. 

Now how can this thing be ?” 

It is the material of the sun and stars. It 
makes the ground bring forth, and ripens the grain. 
Its light is a smile, and its heat nourishes the life 
of every living creature.” 

But if it does this which is good, it does, also, 
that which is evil. I have seen it wither up the 
grass, and rage destructively over the forest, con- 
suming every green leaf. Did you stay not its 
course it would devour the world I Water is 
stronger than the fire, for it fluenches it. It is a 
powerful medicine, but ho God, for it requires a 
guiding hand I” , 
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Does my brother do sometime^that which he 
knows to be"* wrong, and yet cannot abstain ihe 
less, for all tliat knowing 
He does.” 

^^Then he can "see that there arc two great 
influences at work ; one of good, and one of evil* 
The evil sometimes overcomes the good, but the 
good is the greatest in the end, for it prevails* 
Fire is the Creator of the world, and all that lives 
therein ; tlxereforc, it is a G od !” 

There are things over which it has no power 
— but to destroy.” 

And what arc they ?” 

The fruitage of winter — the ice and snow* 
Wlio has dominion over the winter — that good 
time ? It cannot be the evil influence, for it gives 
us ixlenty, and swells the heart of man big with 
gratitude and gladness. My fathers believed tihat 
there is a something greater tlxan the fire and the 
frost, which arc but tools in its hand. The child 
of the Maquas cannot do better than follow after 
them ; for they were 

The priest was astonished at the readipj^s, with 
wlxich the other met his specious arguments, to 
prove the divinity of that subtle and universal 
agent which a higher knowledge of physical science 
would have enabled him to invest with a far 
stronger semblance of omnipotence; showing that 
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in the very im itself was imprisoned a portion of 
the mighty element of which light *»and heat are 
the distinguishing properties. Still Tlcss was he 
prepared fbr the announcement of such an exalted 
faith, in one whom he had looked upon as a stolid 
barbarian, incapable of the sublime idea of an 
invisible and supreme God, which was only then 
obtaining a definite ascendency over the poly- 
theism of his nation : so he demanded,— 

What is that master-power ?” 

cannot tell,” replied Sewantus; ^^Ko one 
has ever seen its likeness; but it talks in the 
thunder and the winds, and fills the silent places 
with an awe. Perhaps it is like a thought, which 
is invisible and yet everywhere. You cannot 
feel it by the touch, and yet it will control the 
actions of a whole people. In my dreams I see it 
sometimes in the shape of a very old man, sitting 
on the clouds. But dreams are crooked pathways 
that often mislead.— I put no dependence in 
dreams J” 

** Yet is there a sigh for a symbol of everything 
visible aAd invisible, by which it can be known 
and remembered. Mark down on tliis scroll 
the master-power of which you speak.” And 
Tugal Tanub tool? up from a table, by the side of 
the grand altar, a red crayon and a roll of aloe 
paper, half covered with hieroglyphiisal oharaeters, 
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aadl^auded them to his compani<)ii, Biit the 
latter put them back with an impatient gesture^ 
observing, sdmewhat haughtily; 

Sewantus is a plain warrior, and not skilful in 
picture making. Besides it is a dangerous 
business that leads into perplexities and lies.” 

"Do you make no use of it then, in your 
country?” inquired Tugal Tanub with surprise. 

" Sometimes,” was the reply. " I have seen it 
in the war-path painted upon bark, but took little 
heed of it ; knowing that it could be used two 
diffei^nt ways, and cheat a friend as well as an, 
enemy. Among the Maquas, there are wampum- 
belts and legends. They are much better, for 
they never lie !” 

" And hast thou no name for the God ye avow?” 
cried the prifst with a sneer; "do ye build up no 
altar nor offer sacrifice to him, when ye pray ?”^ 

" Wherefore sliould we build up altars? have 
we not hills? retorted the oihcif wiih dignity.” 
" There the Great Sjjirit bends over mi blesses 
his children when they go to him with an open 
heart. It is enough !” 

" The Great Spirit , murmured the priest, with 
lingering articulation, and the sublimity of the 
phrase sent a thrill to his inmost soul ; while 
instiiictively his eye rested upon the star-crowned 
sanctuary, whose white and many storied tower 
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rose in the midst of the painted structures of the 
city, pre-eminent over its numerous shrines in 
simplicity and lofty grandeur. 

We are unable to tell what higher thoughts the 
association gave rise to, in the astrologer’s mind, 
but he muttered to lilmsclf while gazing abstrafeted- 
ly on the glistening fane : 

The melancholy time draws nigh ; the doom 
of prophesy may be gathering now over us and 
the world. The stranger is right. There is a 
Spirit greater than the visible and fickle flame : a 
worker of the destiny of both sun and s^tar, a 
Cause of causes ! Wherefore has this knowledge 
only come to us in these latter days ? Too late J 
too late ! The burner may rekindle his fire, but the 
necessity of things cannot change. The heart has 
hardened itself unto fate, and quenches its oon- 
sumii^ thirst with the dregs of its wild desires, 
which like the juice of tlie maguey skkes but to 
inflame, and intoxicates but to impoverish the 
more. Alas ! it is too late for virtue, but not for 
enjoyment. My whole life has b6cn a sterile 
dream until now, and the Tezcucan bard* was no 
fool when he enjoined us to banish care, since tlxe 
pomp of the world fades soon away, like the 

* Nezahualcoyotl^ the poet king of Tezcuco, Uie most accom* 
plished of the Mexican princes, and author of several songs and 
xnortd odes of remarkable excellence, few of which are extant. 
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glimmer of an evening dtoud. He who is wise 
will feast while the banquet is spread, and seize 
the joys of the present, ere they perish 1’^ 

Terminating his dark soliloquy, with an air of 
moody resolve, he motioned his companion to 
follow, and issued,^ abruptly, from the portaTof 
teocalli ; when descending together- the^ vermilion 
tinted sides of the pyramid, they retraced their 
way through the lanes and thoroughfares of the 
fhdian city. 

But not without being observed: for several of the 
gaily apparelled crowd, among which they wound, 
turned, in curiosity, as they beheld the finely 
moulded figure and bold bearing of the warrior ; 
neither was" the majestic and gifted high-priest 
one w^io could appear in public without exciting 
attention. And yet there was an individual who 
remarked the two passeiigers with no pleased 
sensations, if we might judge from the fierce 
scowl which he threw towards them, from his 
contracted brows, the only part of his face visible ; 
the rest being concealed in the wrappings of a 
thick shawl. 

Those skilled in ocular interpretation could 
have read, in that burning glance, triumphant 
malice, mortal 'hatred and meditated^ revenge: 
and it came from a troop of travelling merchants, 
as their costume and train of laden horses, pro- 
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claimed them to be, that had evidently jnst 
atrived from a long journey, and rode in a long 
file through the centre of the street ; t&ey looke*d 
like a band of warriors, returning with the spoils 
of some far land, with their arms and carefiilly 
appointed steeds, their numerotis attendants and 
pack-horses, the latter piled with bales of various 
kirids, perched on which could be seen many a 
wooden cage, containing ttopical birds, of brilliant 
plumage, and animals of curious and uncoufh 
form, unknown in that mountain land. 

The cavalcade moved on, and winding round a 
corner in front of the foot passengers, passed over 
a bridge that crossed an intersection of the canals, 
and was soon shut out from view by the inter- 
vening buildings; yet, to the last instant, that 
scowling horseman kept his threatening eyes 
fastened upon the form of the Mohawk, as if he 
sought to blight him with their basilisk-like 
glare. 

Neither Sewantus or his companion, however, 
were aware of the close scrutiny with which 
they had been favoured, and all unconscious of the 
evil it foreboded, re-entered the now deserted 
courts of the palace; the sculptured facade 
of which appeared to grow into mysterious 
vastness in the sombre light of evening. For 
the painted awning was now withdrawn from 
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the termce^ and pennitted the eye to i&nge over 
its whole extent^ from eod to end ; and above the 
fretted comice, over the face"' of a second story, 
which was covered with sculptitre, in the style of 
arabesques, divided by compartments* of lattice- 
work, cut in the fece of the stone. 

At some distance back was also visible the 
summit of a turreted tower, that rose from the 
centre of the pile and reflected the ruddy tinge 
of the sun, which was already veiled in the mists 
of the mountain barrier. 
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CHAPTEE IV 


t\tnyn tvia0T%tw 

And who were these ingenious builders of 
palaces and monumental fanes ; these industrious 
rivals of the Assyrians and the ancient people of 
the Nile; cultivating thus successfully the arts 
and purposes of social life, in the very heart of 
tlie mountains, unknown to the rude hordes tliat 
waged incessant war for thousands of miles around, 
and separated them so entirely from the rest of 
the civilized world? Patience, forbearing Reader, 
and thou shalt know all Alas, thy very desire 
has sent us fresh-winged into the dim realm of 
history, and hovering by the sad relics of departed 
things, to catch th# lingering echo of some voice 
that could inform ^ of the genius of the past; 
and enable us to paint ih fitting hues the linear 
ments of those who were once sp miisshty and 
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lio»ourable in .the land, and are now so utterly 
forgotten, Alas! what have we rescued from the 
worm-nr-a shivered sarcophagus— a mocking skele- 
ton; the vital essence is not there!. 

The narrative of the conquest of Mexico un- 
folds to us a detail of discovery apd adventurous 
daring, +aa wild and wondrous as that contaiUed in 
the most fabulous chronicle of romance. No 
minstrel in the heroic days of old ever tuned his 
harp to celebrate bravery less questionable, or 
achievement more stirring, than that of Cortes 
and his companions; and yet aft^r a calm perusal 
of thtf awful record— ^the bloody drama enacted 
fly the Spaniards in the New World, the con- 
dition and conduct of the two races there brought 
into such vigornns contrast and such lamentable 
collusion ; we are at a loss to decide where the 
term barbarian” properly applies, and to which 
to adjudge the palm of soc^ superiority in the 
strictest sense of the words. ^ 

Civilization is a relative only vstgusiy under- 
stood and often inconsiderately 

If H mean that insatiable thirst of wealth which 
gratifies itself at the expense of simplicity and 
humour— if it mean proficiency in the a^t of war 
conq^uest whore religion is only a prete:?tt jfor 
dreadful crimes, then the Spaniards of the 
aixtoenfih century were, without doubt, further ad- 
Vm.. 111. i> 
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vanced in civilization than either il^heir Christian 
contemporaries^ the Moors of Grenada^ or the 
Aztecs of North America. But> on the other 
hand, if it Ijc intended to express that moral in- 
terest whmh all culture should subserve, the 
practice.of the arts, pursuits, andf softening ame- 
nities of a state ’of society, giving ei¥50urage- 
ment to commerce and stability to law, then the 
rude crusader of Castile with all the prestige that 
Cliristianity and chivalry throw around him, was 
little worthy of his position in the sopial scale. 
Notwithstanding *the greatness of the acquisitions, 
in a certain sense, of those rapacious warriors, the 
humblest disciple of the E-cdeemer who strove to* 

do to others as he would be done by,’^ was the 
true champion of the Cross, of right against pre- 
scription, and in the. field of real improvement 
worth them all. ^ 

In forming an estimate of our predecessors, it is 
only fair to test them by the standard of the time 
in which they lived; yet if the laxity and fana- 
ticisjji of the perlbd be tvdmitted in excuse of the^ 
enormities practised by fhe followers of the great 
Columbus, a similar aUo’Srance must grant aif 
equal indulgence, at the very least, for the bar^ 
barous usages^lof the Americans, *' The wonder 
that with the first, revelation and oi^erienpe 
should have produced such unworthy fruits, whon 
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a Self-Directed Inetiuct alone did so much for the 
nations of Anahuiic. 

It is startling indeed to find, that In architec- 
ture and sculpture, the allied tribes ^f Mexico 
rit^cd the Egyptians, and in the efficic^^y and 
elegance of their amour equalled the polished 
nations of antiquity; that by the admission of the 
conquerors themselves, their goldsmiths’ work was 
superior to that of the most famous artizans of 
Spain; and that in gastronomy and chronology, 
two very opposite sciences, we must allow, but 
affording, cither of them, no bad criterion of pro- 
gress— tlicy had arrived at a perfection unkuowm 
fo their European adversaries. 

Neither was that ci\il polity unworthy of praise, 
where the avocation of the merchant was held in 
(especial esteem and led to the highest preferment, 
►Wd tliis too in a state essentially warlike and sub- 
ject to the most rigid military rc^friction, whose 
very tutelary deity was the terrible Huitzilo- 
potchli, the Mexican Mars! 

* In each principal towp hospitals were ereited 
^ the sick and infirifi,^ and public business trans- 
acted by well-orgamzed departments of law, ccim- 
merce, and finance; wlule females ww entirely 
exempt from servile drudgery or jealous restraint*^ 
^d presented a striking exception to the irregu- 

'' d2 
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jinritioB whidh max the domestic amoiag ao 

many poKehedlmd somi-Wbaro^ oa^ns. 

Idleness $ras not considered becoming, even tn 
a noble, mendicity unknown; while iatmH> 
peran<^ bore the ignominy of a capital offenee, 
and theft very rarely occurred. EmiaHe bar- 
barisni, indeed! for it gave no u3petu8 to 'vices 
which sprout so rankly in the hotbed of modem 
society. 

The religious faiths of thte two antagonists, 
widely different as tliey fSeemed, were dot sub- 
stantially so in their effect; if the acts of either 
be admitted as a criterion of creed. Both were 
irrational and impure. 

If one was defiled by the most inhuman rites, 
the other was immersed in a cloud of superstitious 
intolerance that rendered it equally hostile to 
peace and intellectual progress. 

In the knowledge of tliosc ahstcact truths 
which belong to natural law, neither was defi- 
cient; but dot ooutent with the simple code 
whidh the.,I)eity has ui|crihed upon the human 
heart, and bfindly hdjtnioal to their interests thi^, 
plaafed upon it a s«sperstructu» of mystieisih am 
fraud. 

Hi tshb 'do£l;^^ties with horror ^ b)i»9a» 
tombs od vidthus olfeded«up u.t the* 

Adtecs, mu^t Jilm idmember *ilho nbludt.laui^ 



iriiihor wm supfWiSot ^ ^ . 

3^ thfose beyond its pale^ And yet these demised 
deiiizens of mx infant world, with the ignt>>iranne, 
had more of the innocence of cluldhood^about' 
them than th&r wrdid taskmasters. He mnst 
remember the unrelenting persecutions ^of ^the 
Inquisition, the iniquitous wars san(^ioned and 
encouraged by the arch-priests ,of a faith that 
enjoined the most unscrupuloubjproselytism, and 
gave its votaries ample Boensc to devastate, rob, 
and slay; a terrible compromise with Mammon, 
proving but too plainly, that luf^that, a| in every 
age, the spirit of heaven was made subordinate to 
the spirit of earth. The §od of this world is 
gold ! The wing of the destroying angel hovered 
over tlie blood-stained teocalli, it is true; but 
though the altar of the Christian was free ffom 
the accursed shade, it accompanied its besotted 
devotees in all their enterprises, datketiiug their 
reason and stiBing kindly feeling in their breasts, 

^ ^mtil, where they ghould have sown a blessing 
their footsteps left a blight. 

In reverting to the records still extant, of the 
early history of the Mexicans, it appears that 
"advanced as they ^ere, at the time of the con- 
quest, they were yet inferior to their predeoes- 
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sore, the Toltecs who emigrated in or about the 
eeventh century, fro|n the mysterious, city oftAtz^ 
Ian, in the north west, and founded Tula, the 
capital of a dominion which soon extended oyer 
the beautiful valley of Mexico, and beyond its 
limits to the remotest confines of Anahuac; under 
which signification *was compreheMod that wide 
Indian empire which their descendants subse- 
quently occupied. Tliese people were ingenious 
and refined; being skilful agriculturists, architects 
and workers in precious metals and enjoyed the 
advantages of a religion^ which, unlike that of the 
Aztecs, found expression in the simple offering of 
fruit and flowers^ In consequence however, of 
famine, pestilence, and unsuccessful wars, they 
were finally liroken up, after a reign of four cen- 
turies, and migrating from their chosen scat, dis-^ 
persed in bands over Tecuantcpec, Guatemala,' 
Mftya; (or Yucatan) and the coasts and adjacent 
islands on both sides of the isthmus of Panama; giv- 
ing rise, in all probability to the recently discovered 
cities of Palcnque, Mytla, Uxmal, and Cppan. * 

From this people are supposed to have sprung 
the. Aztecs or Mexicans, and the Alcolhuans .or 
.Tezcucahs; the two most remarkable of several 
kindred ti-ibes that took up their abode in the 
deserted valley and territories of the enlightened 
Toltecs, carrying with them the rudiments of 
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knowledge which they inherited from their an- 
cestors — eomprilsmg a systematic and precise 
method of computing time, more perfect, strange 
to say, than that of the Europeans^ themselves, 
antecedent to the Gregorian reform. 

These two mces built the rival cities of Mexico 
and Tezcuco, on opposite sides of the beautiful 
lake to which the latter has given its name. There 
they flourished rapidly, under tlie auspices of suc- 
cessive sovereigns, though not exempted, never- 
theless, from tliose occasional disturbances wliich arc 
the lot alike of nations and individuals, in this ever- 
fluctuating scene. As it is not our wish to invade, 
any further, the province of the historian, it will 
suffice for our purposes, merely to state that a 
triple alliaiic(» was subsequently entered into 
^between these two states, and that Tlacopan — tlje 
kingdom of a cognate though nof numerous tribe, 
whose possessions bordered on the valley lake, in 
the immediate vicinity of the island— tlie site of 
the Mexican capital. Thus united, the confede- 
rates soon obtained entire sway over that pai*t of 
the continent, to the shores of the two oceans, 
which, by securing uninterrupted tranquillity to 
the central valley, enabled them to make those 
advances in every thing save religion, which was 
the marvel and admiration of those, who, after a 
period of two hundred years, were destined, by 
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an inscrutable providence, to sweep, like a oon* 
sinning fire, over tbe land, and to obliterate 
almost every vestige of their eivilitation from the 
face of the earth, and the history of the human 
race* 

In character anH relative position, the two 
most powerful members of the confederacy, the 
Tezcucans and Aztecs, resembled in no slight 
degree, the rival kingdoms of Greece and Rome. 
The former, intelligent, thoughtful, and refined, 
exercised a potent influence over their warlike 
and less polished neighbours, who, nevertheless, 
equalled them in the mechanical arts, and the 
truly oriental style of luxury and splendour in 
'which they lived: nor would they consent to 
adopt the brutal practice of human sacrifice, until 
the Aztecs, by their Cinergy and growing passioU 
for war and cbnquest, had acquired supreme^ 
sovereignty over every tribe in the valley, and^ 
made*many a people fomerly secure in its remote- 
ness, acknowledge the potency of their arms and 
the rigouf of their exactions. Then all Anahuac 
became impressed with the dominant type, and^ 
actuated by a coTumon ambition. And well and 
nobly that proud vv^iirrioi: lace supported its repu^^ 
tation for ^bravery and political pre-eminence, 
when called upon by an event, to which history 
presents no parallel, to rally round their baitmers 
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and sacrifice their lives in behalf ol their inde- 
pendence. f ^ * 

The picture of battle rushes up before us in 
its vivid portraiture, its moving and romantic 
assemblage glittering with the parapKehialia of 
antique war, and eloquent with the stem poetry of 
passion, — the wild and the sublime. 

When, hoi^t after host, their phimed battalions, 
with all the pomp and appuricnance of barbaric 
chivalry rolled on to meet those «teel-clad in- 
vaders,, who realized to their e;^es the fabled cen- 
taurs of old ; and mounted on their fiery steeds, 
with flashing swords and thundering arquibuses, 
might wtU appear to them as some unearthly 
creation clothed witli the attributes of divinity 
itself, against which it w^as in vain to strive. Yet, 
in the face of prophecy and siq)erstition, and 
though the steel and fire-arms of the European 
mowed tlicm down, like gra'^s befot-c the scythe ; 
still unceasingly poured on those undaunted and 
seemingly irresistible patriots, day %j day, and 
night after night — covering the causeways and 
lake, the cemented streets, the canal^^, and even the 
^at roofs of their Vcnice-like city, with sw arms of 
defenders who strove, by self immolation, to exhaust 
the sitiall band tixat bore the brunt of their accu- 
mulated power, with so little comparative injury. 

Jt cannot last,” said they to Cortes : " We 
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are content to lose a thousand for the life of every 
white man, and you must soon be exhausted/* 
Alas ! they knew not the I'esourccs of the whites. 
But they dkl what was still in the power of men 
in their condition to do, and did it honourably. 

Step by step, they contested the progress of 
the inexorable strangers, ]>ning ramparts of flesh 
in their path, ak they icll, in heaps, before the 
close fire of the artillery, and beneath the iron 
hoofs of the hoi'ses; and throwing tlit^msclves, 
with naked breasts, upon the of the cavalry 

and the moutlis of the cannon, until the breaches, 
thoroughfares, and canals were choked up wdth 
their dead bodies. 

At length the horn of the lion-hearted Guate- 
niozin rang through the streets of the beleaguered 
city, and at tliat dread signal, which no Spaniard 
who heard it ever forgot, the Aztecs made a 
simultaneous rush upon their enemies. Jt was 
the last struggle of an expiring empire, and its 
fury drove ifick, for a time, their detested assail- 
ants. But only for a time : famine and pestilence 
soon came, like vultures, to the scene of havoc, 
and spread rapidly in the crowded capital, adding 
to the horrors that environed them in their strait- 
ened prisons Yet they endured all without a 
munnur, or a single sign of acquiescence in the 
strange decree of Cortes, that they must sqbmit 
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to a foreign yoke. Nor was it until the latter, 
impatient at so obstinate a resistance, determined 
to destioy the city, and levelled as he advanced, 
each dwelling-house, palace, and temple, that they 
would be brought to yield. * 

Worn out by incessant fighting and misery, a 
wretched shred of a once mighty }) 0 [)ulation : their 
last hope of divine aid, and last glow of national 
pride exjared fur ever, as tlioy witnessed the 
destruction of their beloved sojourn, the beautiful 
imperial city — tlie mistress of the surrounding 
plains. 

When the ohjeet and the power of op}>osition 
were botli gone, there was nothing left tor them 
but to submit ; and from that day, the groat 
em2)ire of jMexico became an a])panage ot' Spain, 
and its survivors slaves. 
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CHAPTER V. 

AN EXCURSION — WHO THE EAHUNZELS WERK—FULFtLMKNT 
OF THE PRO^pUK.ST. • 

Some days after the period referred to in the 
preceding cliapter but one, since which, no inci- 
dent worthy of note took place to vary the 
tranquillity of their lives in the secluded valley ; 
the visitors accompanied their friends, Orazin and 
Consocil, on an excursion to the cluster of islands, 
before spoken of as situated in tiie upper 'part of 
the lake, beyond the peninsula on wliich the city ** 
stood. 

The day was clear, the atmosphere delicious, 
and the spirits ^of the party in^iglad unison with ; 
nature’s mood. TL<‘y landed several times froiW 
the carved apd gilded piragua, and explored the 
romantic retreats in the neighbourhood, enchanted 
with the surrounding scenery; which, from the 
gold-covered and fanciful pavilions of lattice work, 
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ei'eoied on many of the islets, was less like reality, 
than the ideal of some fairy region. It was there- 
fore, late In the afternoon ere they set out on their 
return : and induced both by the beauty of the 
weather, and a dislike to" break the'charm that 
seemed to deepen around tliciii, as the day subsided 
insensibly into the languor of a soft twilight, they 
let their bark glide gently along, past the groves 
and hanging gardens that fringed tliat side of the 
city promontory, on which the royal palace was 
situated, until rounding its extremity, they came 
in full view of the painted city aAd the miniature 
bay, which, even at that late hour was dotted with 
numerous barges and canoes, containing a portion 
of the pleasure-loving population; who could step 
i’roin their very door-ways into tlieir skiifs, when 
it so pleased them, and trace their way by the 
canals, into the lake, with a facility that made the 
mere act itself! an agreeable recreation. 

The scene was imposing in the extreme. The 
glassy wave washed with a scarcely perceptible 
undulation against the marble terraces and qua/s, 
and reflected the proud palace^ of the nobles, 
which rosein long lines above the humbler struc- 
^'ires ; and, occasionally, a teocalli, with its grand 
outline, and brilliant* tinting of vermilion — a 
favourite colour wdth the Lahuir/cis. Thus, with 
terraced roof and turretted tower, with vast pym- 
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mid End smoking pinnacle—a picturesque array — 
the majestic pageant appeared jn duplicate be- 
neath ; while the city itself seemed to float and 
fluctuate at^freedom, on the elastic tide. 

The crowd of minufc craft that occupied the 
intervening space, furnished, also, a curious acces- 
sory to the picture ; for each was ornamented and 
shaped after the especial whim of its owner, so that 
among them might be discovered, the likeness of 
every fish, bird, or insect, known to the inhabi- 
tants of the valley, — ^and perhaps a few of an 
apocryj)hal class, besides. But the effect, upon the 
whole, was tasteful and surprising, and some of 
the decorations were very finely executed ; Orazin’s 
piragua rose in a graceful curve at the prow, 
formed of a cluster of cactus-leaves, upon which 
a majestic eagle stood, with outvSpread wiiiga 
holding a serpent in its talons. This device — the 
symbol of Tenochtitlan, the capital of ancieni 
Mexico, was of wood, richly gilt, and admirably 
carved. 

‘ Inspired by the universal harmony with a 
kindred sentiment, many a loiterer sent forth a 
strain of music from liis floating car, which soft- 
ened by distance broke with the plaintive sweet- 
ness a vesper hytnn, jupon the ear; and at 
times two boatmen would sing verses alternately, 
as they pursued each his different way — in the 
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TOanner of the gondoliers — until the lengthened 
chjint died away, long after they were out of ear- 
shot of one another. 

Music is a meet banquet in a time like this,” 
observed Orazin, suddenly ; starting intb enthusi- 
asm and putting to flight the pleasing reverie in 
which all had indulged. It is good that we put 
to profit the example set us by 3"onder revellers ; 
for thou canst sing sweetly too, Consocil — my 
liousehold bird. When they have heard thee, our 
friends will say — Orazin is born under a tuneful 
sign ; his iriansion is brimful of music, as a flower 
with odours, it is the breath of his beloved.* Now 
sing us that song of thine, about the cities of the 
ancient people ; I like it well.” 

The Princess looked up into her husband’s face, 
with a tender smile, and taking up a stringed in- 
/Strumenfc upon which she had been })Iaying in the 
previous part of the day, and v/lilch seemed to 
combine the qualities of the tabor and guitar, — 
she struck a few chords, by way of prelude, and 
accompanied herself in the following stanzas, 
arranged in the ancient dialect of Tezcuco, to a 
difge-like air. 

THE ANCIENT CITIES OF AMERICA. 

T\\ey lie amid the lonely wilds, 

Where human eye may sehlom hail 
Up-towering through the forest <*iisles, 

Their pyramids and temples pale. 
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Age upon age has rolled away, ^ 

And nations; proud of warrior fame, 
Have laid their bones beneath the clay, 
And left behind a doubtful name ; 

Yet, ere the sunbeam o’er ^em smil’d, 
*rhese hoary relics jgrac’d the wild ! 

The hunter drives his shaft of stone 
Amid the chisel’d sculpture there, 

And, wond’ring, marks a drooping throne 
Degraded to a serpent’s lair ; 

And in the still, gigantic halls. 

The graven forms of cliieftains brown, 

In shat tered grandeur? deck the walls 
With legend, mace and feath’ry cro#n !- 
Symbolic proofs of pomp and power 
That ])erished, in some dooming hour. 


Telling, in strange and mystic phrase, 

Tlie story of an antique race 
Whose wisdom made, in ancient days, 

A marvel of that lonely place; 

Tliat liv'd and lov’d, that toil’d and died, 
And left, fond fools, those works to sho’ 
The destiny of human pride, — 

The vanity of all below ! 

The green vine clasps the Idols grim, 

I’he vampirt haunts the shadows dim. 

And this is all !— »No single tone 
Kemains to break the silence dread, 

Or murmur through the chambers lone, 

In accents of the mighty dead. 
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In mpumful beauty, deep they He, 

»Rob’d in ai^eil of leaves fiid flowers, — 
Like some wild dream— a pageantry 
Of temples, palaces and towers 
Half cruThbled the tooth of time, 

But hallowed with a touch^ublime. 

Go ye who feel ambition's fire, » 

And contemplate that truthful scene, 
RememVriiig, aye, when thoughts aspire. 
The ruins of the forest green ; 

The useless toil, the thwarted will, 

The blood and tears of myriads rung, 
The measure of one cup to fill, 
llhat, breaking, left the task Undone. — 
0, meekly bow thy haughty head 
In musing on the nameless dead ! 


, Even so;” moralized Orazin, when the rich 
and thrilling tones of the singer ceased, and he 
had interpreted the words of the song to his 
/foreign guests. When the great circle of Time 
; is completed, we too shall pass away, like the in- 
sect from the halls it constructs with so much pains, 
for its sojourn of a day ! • 

^ All the round world is but a sepulchre’, saith 
the poet; the bodies of those who were once 
edited with vain glorious pomp and em])irc, are 
but the loathsome dust of the funereal urn. 

Where arc tlie great, the wise, the valiant and 
the beautiful ? Alas I they are mingled with the 



66 ELLEK CLAYTON; OR, 

clod. And SO it will ever be, my friends. ^ There- 
fore, let us take courage and aspire to that heaven, 
where everything is eternal, and corruption can- 
not come!’”* 

The fiio urnful rejection was scarcely uttered, 
when, as if in response, a thundering roll of music 
burst forth from' the central tower of the city, 
and swelled with a booming reverberation over the 
waters, spreading from steep to steep, like a pent- 
up-torrent of sound, until the far mountain ridges 
caught the startling summons and replied to it 
with a moan. 

It was the great disc of met-al, which, at stated 
periods through the day and night, proclaimed the 
lapse of time and the devotional exercise it en- 
joined, to the people of the valley. 

So striking was the coincidence, and so much 
were they eflbcted by the sentiments of Coiisocil’s 
song, that even to Sewantus, the whole party 
bowed down, by a common impulse; to the 
reign of the universe, and oficred up a she. 
prayer; and each boatmen resting on his pad- 
dle, turned him devoutly to the western peaks^ 
from whence the latest tinge of the lumina^ 

i' 

* A quotation from Nezahualcoyotl's (supposed) Ode of the 
Flower,” a specimen of which is given in Prescott’s Hist, of the 
conquest of Mexico, Vol. 1, p. 174. For further example^ of the 
composition of the Tezcucan prince, see p. 157; also Vol. HI, 
p. 376, 
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had just faded j while over the little bajr every 
sound grew hushed, until the holy tocsin-pcal died 
gradually away. » 

Then, witli sudden effulgence, a ruddy light 
diffused itself around, and half dispelled the gloom 
that had now gathered in the valley ; and when 
the devotepg raised their heads, every temple-top 
throughdut the city was a beacon of brilliant 
flame; and like so many volcanoes, roused into 
spontaneous action, the altars of the pyramids 
illuminated the whole neighbourhood, with the 
force of twilight, which was thus rendered per- 
petual, throughout the darkest night. 

These eternal fires had an indescribable effect, 
and threw vast shadows which moved, phantom-like, 
as they flared in the upper current of air, casting 
a lurid gleam on the towers and great edifices, and 
the terraced groves of the diflereut quarters; 
while, over all, like some mystic constellation, 
'"ced out on the air itself was faintly revealed, 
r.c starry crown of the middle temjde, the only 
one upon wdiOBC altar there was no fire. 

Associated, as every thing in that vale was, 
with mystery and romance, the strangers could 
scarcely reduce in their minds what thc^ beheld, 
bo the level of a real fact. Their senses, ever 
since their arrival, had been warped into an aerial 
region where life was not a thing of common cx- 
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perience, RtwJall their preformed conceptions were 
destined to meet with opposition and discomfiture. 
They had not recovered, as yet, from^ this mental 
confusion, nor reconciled to themselves the wild 
ideas tllat sprang forth under circumstances so 
extraordinsiry. 

Conrad, burning with curiosity to l^arn some- 
thing of a people, ^o different from any with whom 
he had been cast, in the course of his discursive 
career, endeavoured, on several occasions already, 
to draw from Prince Omzin the information he 
desired ; but without obtaining other than vague 
and random shreds of explanation, which far from 
appeasing him, only gave a stronger stimulous 
to his imagination, and a more ardent thirst to 
penetrate to the bottom of the mystery tliat 
enwrapped the Lahuiizels. And now, possessed 
with the most lively sensations, by the incidentjs 
of the time, he resolved to make a direct appetd 
to Orazin, in behalf of what he believed to bel 
less a presimiption than a right, which it were not 
the office of a true friend to refuse. Therefore he 
sajd, somewhat markedly ; 

The fistraiigcr has feasted in the hall of 
Orazin;"* he has seen his greatness and the 
wonderful devices of his brethren, and yet, when 
he listened to the sweet song, and the temple 
signal, and saw the people bow, and the kindling 
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of the altar fires ; he felt* that he was only a 
stranger, after all. 

He laments that he cannot be as a brother, 
with those whose thoughts and ways, and tradi- 
tions he docs not understand. Why is this? He 
feels that he is a waking man, and yet he sees 
every thing around him as in a dream ! ” 

Orazin looked at the speaker, with an expression 
of deep concern upon his noble countenance, 
which grew into strong relief', like the eflSgy 
of an ancient Roman, with its masculine precision 
and short Wavy beard, in the light of a torch now 
placed at the bow of the vessel. 

Thy chiding is sharp, my friend, replied he, 
mildly, but my shield is stout enough to turn 
away its edge, else do I mistake ; seeing that in 
no bettor security can a man be than behind the 
buckler of ai^honcst heart.^ N^wHstenf 
) The welfare of a whole people is not a matter 
f^o cndangcir, by a careless word, and the Lahun- 
ffcols are so unused to strange faces that they have 
|rown cautious of them. 

“ But if they are slow to yield faith, they c^, 
nevertheless interpret truly the nature of an 
, upright nian. It is enough I Hear me, brother; 
if I was constrained to be scrupulous heretofore, 
in niy discourse^ I can speak freely now. 

. Thou AVouWBt know who we are, and whence. 
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we came into the landt It takes me back to the 
first dot of time, to seize hold of that wliich ye 
demand, — the beginning of the tribes. 

nation came in ancient times, from the 
right of'the sunrise, before all other people, and 
spread over the high plains and mountains, far ofiT, 
in the direction of my left aijn, when I turn ray 
face towards tlie roots of the evening shadow. 

They founded cities and grew xenowned, for 
they were skilful and full of thought, and the 
growth of their hands were the first temples of 
Cholula, the sacred city ; which they set up in 
honour of the princljde of fire that is in the sun, 
moon and stars. They were the Ulmecks, the 
oldest of people and of the cultivators of the 
ground. 

^‘Then after them, in the same track, came 
another nation li|s:e the starry travt‘llers of the 
night, a glorious nation ! tliat mingled with the 
Ulmecks and became masters of their country and 
wisdom, and built many more cities and granc^ 
temples ; and were famous in the land. ^ 

“ These were the Toltecos wlio came from 
Azlan nnder Tanub their King, to a place called 
the Seven Caverns where they founded a city 
and called it Tiilapan, and afterwards another, 
in the kingdom of Quiche, wliioh they named 
Utatlan. 
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“ And the kings of Tulapjin'and Qidche were of 
the house of Tanub. 

These peoide were' cunning architects and 
workers of metals, and excelled also in the fashion- 
ing of stucco ornaments: in painting, pottery, and 
the culture of plants and flowers. 

They could also, interpret the secret meaning 
of the stars according to the signs they gave, one 
with the other, and knew how to compute tinle 
by the movements of tlic sun and moon, 

^^Yet these things came to tliem, i)artly from 
the Ulmecks, who were before them in the land, 
and partly from tlieir own fathers. And they 
flattened their foreheads backwards, for a fashion, 
and lit the holy fire upon their altars, and raised 
graven images, for emblems of beneficent things, 

Ifow many cheafs of cycles, in which arc num- 
bfjred fifty two reeds for years* that are as days in 
the great life of nations, were marked on :the 
c^lendjir-wheel in painting and in sculpture-work, 
ydien the time of the Toltecos of Tula was com- 
pleted, as a people. For they wasted to decay by 
wars, and want of rain to make food grow ; and 
could rest no longer where they were. So, dividing 

* In the chronological system of the Aztecs, the years were 
throwi into cycles of fifty-two years, called cheafs, or bundles, and 
repressented in the hieroglyphical records, by the symbol of a bunch 
of reeds bound together with a string. 
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into bands, each didder its chief, they depatted 
out of the kingdom of Tulapan and went further 
on, over the mountains of fire, and settled down 
on either shore of the great sea, and in the country 
between, wliere they raised other grand cities and 
monarchies that, pcrhaj>s still are ; though nothing 
has been lieard of them, for many cycles, and there 
has been a great desolation over all the neighbour- 
irtg land. 

^^One band, however, united with a family of 
the Ulraecks and strove to go back to Azlan, from 
whence their forefuthcis ctunc. Nevertheless, 
they could not, and so, after many wanderings, 
they came to this place and built and planted, 
unknown to their enemies ; and here they have 
dwelt peaceful]}-, even until now. , 

It happened, after tliis, that two cycles rolled 
away, like a long night, over the forsaken laou^, 
and no one came to (daim, as a beritage, the lak^- ' 
valley of Anahuac, when the Clnchimecos, a fierce 
, people, hovered about the jiiace where the Toltef- 
cos had lived, and nestled thcmsalves, like water- 
fowl, in tlic deset ted palaces and teocallis. 

^len the groat Cause of Causes, ~The fire- 
creator, ijaid to the Northeni tribes ; go and,tAke 
tlie place of those from whose loins ye came! ’ 
And many tribes went and wandered for ;many 
cycles, searching for the kinfirdom pf their ancient 
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fathers. Aiid the name| of the tribes are these : « 
The Xoq^iiimilches, Chalmeks^ Tepanecks, Alcol- 
huis, Tlahniks, Tlascaltecos and Aztecks or 
Mexitli, 

And after enduring many hardships 4nd perils 
they arrived, time by time, at the ancient city of 
Tulapan, and sprejiding over the neighbouriiig 
valley, close to the mountains of fire, where a 
few of the Tolteccs still remained, learned of 
them how to ^>lant and fabricate, and filled the 
country once more with flourishing cities, and 
with the industry of man. 

Now of these tribes, the greatest for learning 
was the Alcolinils or Tezcucans, . in whose city 
the kindred tribes rested for awhile, and therefore 
it was called Tezcnco, which signifies — a place of 
rest. But tlie Chichimcoos, for the most part, 
remained altogether with them, and tliey became 
as one people. 

But for war and traffic, and dominion, there 
was none equal to the Aztecks or Mexitli, who 
founded the great city of Tenochtitlan, which sjjjf 
on the salt lake of the valley, like a fair white 
swan, and became the heart of a great empire 
which was named Mexico; in honour of their 
patron Mixitli, the God of war. 

" There they dwelt and flourished exceedingly, 
waiting for the fulfilling of the oracle; after 
VOL, Hi, E 
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* which, a few who survived that terrible o^irent, 
w'ith some of their relations of TezQuco, not 
wishing to be slaves, departed for ever from 
Anahuac;^ and meeting with some waiidering 
traders, ^they brought them to tliesc mountains, 
where they found their forefathers, who received 
them kindly and made a covenant wdth tliein to 
remain in this quiet valley; and they did so, and 
thus, brothers, the tlmce himilies beemne one.” 

Here the voice of the Prince, which had assumed, 
latterly a tone of sadness, terminated in a low 
cadence, like a sigh, as he brought his narrative to 
a close. 

Conrad ielt singularly moved by this brief 
account of powerful and ingenious natioiivS Avhose 
caro(;r was thus suniinecl up, in a few momentous 
AvordvS : rritions that l ad passed through their 
several stages of infancy, maturity, and decline, 
long ere the European imagined the exIvStence of 
a vast continent in the west; and that, by an 
inexorable fiat had been swept successive!}^ aw^ay 
froju the theatre of being, witiiout affording a 
cliauce for the liistorian’s pen to give celebrity tq 
their genius, or s'gnificancy to their monuments ; 
which, judging from what their descendants had 
accomplished, must have been magnificent indeed. 

He felt himself, as it were, standing at the 
threshold of a world, solemn, mysterious, and 
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mournful with the wrecks ’of perished greatness 
and thg, traces of mortal vicissitude; a world 
of intelligence and baffled endeavour, of which he 
had never heard. 

There was, in tliis, a strange severity that 
evoked the most profound sympathies of a nature 
intense, to a degree almost too great for happiness. 
The heart of the German was |ikc a higli strung 
lyre that sends a quick respemso to each passing 
breeze ; and strongly susceptihJe withal of the 
grand and the unfortunate. 

Nor wci'e the sensibilities of Ellen less acutely 
awakened, for she stole her soft band into that of 
her lovei\, as though she sought the assurance of 
his protection before the awful image of calamity 
and ruin, conjured up by the story of those 
perished tribes! 

* Thou siieakcst of some terrible calamity which 
happened to the Aztccks, as the luirilincnt of a 
prophesy,” observed Ellen, gently: that was 
^passing strange.” 

NotluDg is surprising that concerns the gods,,” 
was the reply. But for the oracle, I should not 
now be permitted to speak op^ly of these 
things, with the children of the suurise.^ 

There is a divine will which regulates the 
thoughts and doings of every living thing, and 
though it be invisible, it writes its decrees in the 

E 2 
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stars. The destiny of the proudest nation is no 
less under its control than that of the little giwit 
which hovers over these waters. ^ 

say again, fair strangers, with the sunny 
aspect ye ' are the fulfilment of the ancient oracle : 
it is perfect and complete in thee 

“ How can that he possible ?” asked Conrad ; 
gazing in astoni^iracnt at Orazin, who became 
suddenly more erect, and waved his ann with 
majestic and prophet-like solemnity, that gave 
additiot^l force to the reply ; while his features, 
in the strong glare of the torchliglit, seemed 
sharply defined, and inflexible as a mask of 
iron. 

It is a simple matter, when it is told ; and yet 
doth it move me, as though the lake beneath us 
was being swallowed up by the ground. 

The decree that crushed a mighty people anU 
made the cities desolate, is no vanity to be lightly 
spoken of : and, moreover, this day, O strangers ! is 
marked as unlucky in the calendar ; one on which 
the burner gives scope to the fire ! 

In the old tinges, a man appeared in the vale 
of Anahuac ; a*maic not like the children of th^' 
ti'ibes, or of the ancient inhabitants. among whom 
he came, either in aspect or mind : and he possessed 
wisdom and power exceeding thait of all other men. 
He was a veritable Grod, and his name was 
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Quetzalcoatli — the feathered serpent. And he had 
dominion over the winds of the air. ^ 

He it was who taught our fathers to till the 
ground and smelt metallic ores, and ^ to cut the 
chalchivitl, the most precious of stonfes. And 
he gave them regular laws fcnr their ggivemment 
and prosperity. 

^^His presence yas a perpetual sunbeam, a 
creative energy. lie breathed, and the air was 
filled with delicious odours, and the songs of birds. 
He moved, and lo ! from under liis footsteps grew 
flowers and shrubs, and every thing that gives 
fruit and usefulness to man ! 

Never at any time, was such abundance 
beheld as then ; for an ear of maize could not be 
lifted by a pair of arms, it was so large and heavy ; 
and the cotton ripened in the down of every hue 
already to be spun and woven into garments ; it 
was a blissful time ! 

But it could not lost for '^ver ; so at length 
the period arrived when this good divinity left the 
tribes of the valley and the plains, and journeyed 
to the sea. There he bade them farewell, and 
stepping into his canoe of serpent skin, departed 
out of sight, over the great water on his way to 
the land of Tlapallan his home, and they saw him s; 
no more. 

But before he went he told his people, that at 
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some future day, he or his descendants would 
return and have dominion in the land. 

Then the people of Cholula built a grand 
temple to his memory, greater than the greatest 
of the ciiy temples^; and from that time forth 
it bccami^aplace of pilgrimage for the tribes, and 
Cholula was called— the holy. ^ 

“ This good being was of a lofty stature, with a 
white skin and a flowing beard, and when you 
looked at him it was like looking at a star. 

Then for many cycles our forefathers waited 
for his return; and whenever a cliild was borp 
with a skin falter than its mother^s they were 
accustomed to regard it as an omen of the coming 
of Quetzalcoatli. 

Now, in the reign of Montezuma, the second 

♦ These colossal monuments of ancient American architecture, 
although dismantled, are still to be seen near the modern city of 
Puebla. The principal pyramidical erectioii is 177 feet in perpen- 
dicular height, and 1423* feet at the base — which is twice the 
length of the great pyramid of Cheops— and covers a space of 44 
acres, that of the upper platform being more than one. It is com- 
posed of stone and earth incrusted with alternate layers of brick 
and clay, and its feur sides face the cardinal points, and were 
divided into four terraces, on last of which stood a magnific^int 
temple containing tiie image of Quetzalcoatii — the god of the air, 
adorned with jewels and gold, and wearing upon his head a diadem, 
waving with plumes of fire. The city in which these temples stood 
was the Mecca of Anahuac, to which crowds of pilgrims came from 
the remotest parts of the Indian empire, to offer up their prayers. 
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of that name; who ruled over the empire of the 
Aztecks; there came suddenly; out of the sed, a 
race of wild, bearded men, of a pale complexion, 
Vho bestrode horses, and were clothed in armour 
harder tlian bronze-; and the King and the tribes 
received them joyfully, saying, ‘ Surely these are 
the offspring of the good Quetzalcoatli ; let tliem 
have honour.’ 

^^But alas! they were but a band of robbers 
after all; for they put to death, in the palace of 
the king, his chief caciques and friends, who were 
keeping festival there ; and wJmt, think ye, for ? 
To rob them of the jewelry and precious orna- 
ments which they wore ! By the gods ^of tlie 
Mexitli, it is the tx'uth wliat I say ! for gold was 
the god of those men, whom the Aztecks mistook 
for the children of a just father, and called Teules, 
or divine beings ! 

Then the tribes arose and drove the ungrate- 
ful guests out of Teuochtitlan. But with many 
niore under their chief, Malantzin,* they besieged 
and destroyed it, and conquered the whole land, 
and reduced the allied people to slaveiy : all but 
one band, as I said before, who, under a chief of 
the house of Montezuma, the king, escaped from 
the stricken land, bearing with them, as war tro- , 
phies, two of the unknown creatures on which the 


♦ The Mexican name of Cortes. 



80 


ELLEN CLAYTON; OE, 


Teules rode ; from which have since sprtbig the 
fine breed of horses for which this vdlley is famous 
— this of Laimnzel. 

I am a descendant of that sole family of inde- 
pendent fiiztecks, that race of warriors,” added 
Orazin, proudly,'^^for their leader was my father’s 
father, a warrior of renown, called for his deeds of 
battle,^ the slayer of men; and Consocil here, is 
pf the blood of Anahuac, for her grandmother 
belonged to the noblest house of Tezcuco, the city 
where the great Nezahualcoyotli reigUed. 

“ Now more than three cheafs of years were 
numbered since^^my ancestors escaped from the 
bondage of the bearded men, and gave up human 
sacrifices for the worship of Lahunzel ; and many 
thought that the promise of Quctzalcoatli would 
never be fulfilled. And our priests and men of 
learning began to talk about the unknown God, to 
whom Nezahualcoyotli built a temple in the old 
times, saying that he w^as higher than the sun, and^ 
that he dwelt eternally in the clear sky beyond,! 

at the same time, was everywhere and ever- 
lasting, and potent to save. And that, when we ' 
died, our spirits w ont straight unto Him, and not 
to the sun or stars; or to animate birds and clouds, 
as was supposed. 

Then Unicum, our king, being a man given 
to holy things, erected a temple, and consecrated 
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it to. the one God, the Cause of causes, and put 
over it a roof of stars. 

Behold I ye can see it now, towering in the 
midst of the elirines of the god of fire; from 
thence sounds, betimes, the cm to pmyeit 

Therefore, when I dreamt the dream, and the 
dream came true, and the people saw within their 
secret abode a virgin and a youth, whiter^n the 
face than those false-hearted men, who drove the 
Aztecks from Anahuac; and saw also that there 
shone in them a bright excellence above reproach, 
they said, one to the other, ‘ Of a truth, these are 
the very offspring of Quetzalcoatli the good. 
Now will the land be blessed, as in ancient time, 
and we will obtain the knowledge of the trufe 
God, for the children of Tlapallan are wise.’ 

" Therefore it is,” concluded Orazin, with em- 
phasis, '^^that, as I said before, the oracle is perfect 
apd complete in thee I 
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CHAPTEll VL 

THE THREE TRIUKS OF LAHHNZLt — AN ALARMING DISCOVERY. 

The lovers mus(‘(l long upon this remarkable 
legend and its prediction, which would indeed 
seem to j)oint di»‘ectly to themselves, and justify 
the belief tliat some eve idul crisis would signalize 
their advent irf the vliley. 

They perplexed thtunselvcs with conjectures 
relative to the beneficent Quetzal coatli ; whether 
he were in reality a supcri^atiiral being, or only a 
casual wanderer from the remote and civilized 
vorld, lieyoud that great eastern ocean which 
r&ocivcd him his departure again, ages before 
the ^nius of the great (renoesc opened a path 
across it to the greedy adventures of Spain. In 
tdthcr case, however, dhey botJi resolved that their 
visit should not be unproductive of benefit to the 
])eoplc of the valley ; especially, in regard to the 
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^-important purpolb', the cliosen instroments ot' 
which, both fUicieiit prophecy and recent revela- 
tion, clearly showed them to be. 

Sewantus, who had listened in silence to the 
foregoing details, now ventured to ask a* (question 
which he had \eld for some time in reserve. 
Turning to the prince, he &aid — 

Will ipy brother explain, to me the meaning 
of the great figures that are cut upon the rock at 
the door of tin* valley ? I have hunted much and 
seen many strange hcasts, but there arc two ani- 
there ^tliieli I never saw before. One is in 
the likeness ot a bony skeleton; the other, it may 
1)e, resembles some%vhat the wild cow of the 
prairies.” 

Tliey are the guardians of the secret ])ortal,” 
replied Orazin. “ There is a proverb in Laliunzel 
that, so long they icmain there, no danger ’will 
come^ unto the city, h iirthcrmorc, know, that 
they are the chosen symbols or emblems of the* 
three divisions of the people. For the eity is 
divided iJito three f^uarters, which are inhabitetl 
by separated families or tribes. 

These are the tribe of the Monosekofe^, the 
Kelis-kopan or the Watcr-buDs, and the Tonatiuh, 
or the tribe of the Sun ; according to their distin- 
gniisliing sign.” 


^ Mastodon. 
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This is in the veiy fashion of the Maqnas,” 
remarked Scwantus; ‘^thej too Imve ihree grand 
families, and tlirec ^stinguishing signs. Tell us 
more, ray brother, about these things/’ 

The fMonosckos,” continued Oraziu, is first 
of tlie three, being under the protection of the 
spirit of that animal which their first fathers saw 
when it walked, the mightiest* of things alive 
upon the ground. And now that it is dead, they 
bear its anatomy, as a device, upon their shields 
and .standards. 

These are the descendants of the Ulraecks, 
who came from the left of the sunrise, before all 
othei* people ; and as they are the oldest so are 
tliey the most honourable in LahunzeL From 
them are chosen our kings and priests ; they are 
also great herdsmen and tillers of the ground, 
Tliey keep the sacred record^ and study tlie 
.reasons, the stars, and tlie virtues of plants and 
flowers. They are picture makers and scribes; 
and none can better interpret the meaning of the 
Teoamoxili*. The Monosekos are worthy i of 
honour. ^ 

‘^Ndxt are the Kells- k(»pan or Water-bulls, 

* “The Divine Book/* composed by a Teseacan doctor la the 
latter part of the 7th century, and containing an account of the 
migrnUonA of Ills nation, together with their arts, sciences, social 
and rcligioub institutions. This interesting record is lost. 
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who flilittca their children’s heads backwards with 
boards. These are the offspring of the Toltecos, 
and are iirtificers in all kinds ^[handicraft; fashion- 
feg silver and gold into the likeness of natural 
things, and weaving fabrics of the vegetable down 
and maguey : the hair of animals and the feathers 
of bix*ds. They it is who cut the precious Chal- 
chivitl and other jewels into divers fonns. 

They are next in antiquity and honour, and 
are known by the figure of the Kelis-kopan*, a 
strange animal found in this lake, when they first 
came to the valley, and whicli* they slew for food. 
Now, to appease the manes of these dead crea- 
tures, they took their image for a symbol, and 
engraved it in stone and bronze, at the portal of 
their division, and on their altars. 

Th(» Tonatiuh, or family of the Sun, is the 
last of all, being, as it might be, the children of 
the Toltecos, and the grandchildren of the Ul- 
miccks, or JNIonosckos. What is aged is more 
venerable than a thing of yesterday, and worthy 
to be privileged in the land. 

Th^ existence of this animal, wo believe, has never been satis* 
factorilj ascertained by the ocular testimony of a white man. But 
the natives persist in affirming that it still lives in the lakes of the 
Rocky Mountains, where it is seen occasionally, but only very 
rarely, as it has the power of remaining under water. Upon the 
the idea of a Water.BuU is scarcely so startling as that of a 
Sea* Serpent. 
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The Tonatiuh are the remalna of those once 
famous people of Anahuac, of whom I spoke hut 
now; the Aztecks s|^d Tezcucans, that came unto 
their forefathers in this valley, for refii^ from 
the wickeJ Teules. ThCy are* the merchants, 
soldiers, and tamanes, or carriers of burdens, in 
^ Laliunzel ; being by nature discreet, valiant- 
hearted, and sagacious. 

To them is entrusted the charge of the city, 
that no disorders happen; and they are permitted 
to travel in quest of trade with the ]>eople of 
other lands that lie ‘on the borders of a sea, into 
which the «un sets. They inscribe the figure of 
a sun upon their arms and banners, and set it up, 
in vii'gin gold, within their teocallis. 

.^^Now, each of these great families speak a 
language which is tlie same, but yet is not ; like 
relations who separate for a long time, and fall 
into, new habitudes and ways. And each has its' 
nobles and chief men, and its ancient laws ; butj 
there is one king over all. And in each division 
of the people there are tlrree orders of chiefs, each 
with its Cacique or clf.cf of chiefs, which last is a 

.'M' • ■'*’ 

place very honourable because it is given to the 
most worthy* 

« I .say it not.vauntingly, though, by tiie burn- 
ing throat of Popocatepetl, Orazin has need to be^ 
proud. He is nanimip. nf tbp. wa,rrfor» pf thn 
sun! 
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“TaziiMjfli, thou knowest him — ia the Tecuhtle 
''fai ^eat Aief of the merchant travellers, every 
one oi' whom is a man of cc^dence and a .sub- 
leader In- his dmsion. 

' Besides these there are Iribunals o£ different 
sorts, §nd the councils of the king, who tsalls to 
thepa such of the caciques or lesser nobles as he 
thinks fit, without regard to family or degree. 
And these arc the highest in honour and power, 
excepting always the king, who with their advice 
gives judgment over all.” 

‘‘ And Tazinoo,” inquired Sewantus. “What 
place does he hold at the council fire# Is he a 
man of esteem among his tribe ?” 

“ There is none before him,” answered Orazin. 
“ The king out of respect styles him uncle, and 
he stands ever at his elbow’ to give him the wine 
of* Ills wisdom when he would be r(‘freslied. He 
is the only merchant that ever trades with the 
warlike hunters of the sunrise for buffalo skins, 
which are not so plentiful beyond the mountains, 
rand such things as we have need of and they 
possess ; for it is h^ld to be a business too dan- 
gerous to our secret, to be entnisted to^ other 
hands, and only lit for Tazinoo the shrew^d.” 

Here the colloqqy was cut slu»rt by a ery, and 
Conrad was discovered ^in an attitude of horror, 
his eye-'baUfl starting half out of his head, and bis 
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body strained forward in intense scrutiny of some 
object on the water. 

Wiile engaged in listening to the lengthy com- 
munications of Orazin, the piragua had been 
allowed to drift along of its own accord with a 
faint breeze, and floated insensibly in amQpg the 
crowd of smaller craft, the several positions of 
which were sufHciently well defined by the flam- 
beau that each now carried at its bow, and which 
gave them a singular aj^pearance de they moved, 
now slowly and now with speed over the surface, 
like meteors engaged in some mysterious evolu- 
tion. 

Several of these strangely shaped canoes had 
already passed in their immediate vicinity, and 
Conrad had drawm the attention of Ellen to the 
curious appearance they presented with their bird i 
or fish-like form and their pictureeque inmates, 
when all at once he gave utterance to the excla- 
mation which attracted the general notice of the 
party. ^ . 

Following the gaze of Conrad, they observed a 
piragua gliding past, hi a little distance, and con- - 
taining apparently but two persons, besides the 
rowers^ this was al^j. They knew; not that Con- 
rad had just recognised, in the then averted face 
of one of these two, , the memorable features of 
Bizon-ko-kok-has, the sorcerer. Yes, he could 
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not be deceived this time, every lineament was 
wrought out against the dark background with 
startling distinctness; he had^ identified it at a 
flash, in the glare of the torches, and |311en also 
caught a glimpse of the well-remembered profile 
ere it was turned away. 

The rest, however, were too late, for ere they 
could look the person leaned back unconsciously 
into the shade, and directly after a canoe, shaped 
like a swan, glided in between, and concealed the 
first entirely from their view. 

^^Men, to your jiaddlesT shouted Conrad, re- 
covering his presence of mind and indidating the 
course* violently with his arm. Quick, Orazin ! 
tell them to give chase to the piragua, the one 
beyond the light yonder, with a serpent on the 
prow. Quick, or we lose it. Ye slmll not 
escape me this time, 0 mine enemy I” 

He did, nevertheless, for though the oarsmen 
did their best, there were so many lights continu- 
ally intersecting each other on the lake, which at 
tjbiat spot was particularly crowded, that they be- 
came confused, and pursued the wrong party, and 
finally were obliged to abandon the attempt as 
hopeless ; while our hero stamped with vexation, 
and appeared to be rendered frantic, for the lime, 
by the violence of his emotions. 

Might not my brother’s eyes have played him 
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false?” suggested tlie Cacique; who could not 
believe in the possibility of such an event as the 
entrance of a straihger unseen into the valley. 

Would that they had!” replied Ellen, with a 
deep sigh. Would that they had, and mine also ! 
Heaven preserve us from the terrible malice of 
that man!” 

“ Let the Pale Lily be a peace,” said Sewantus, 
boldly; there are braves enough around her to 
scare away this My^stery Owl, and clip his wings 
should lie have flown over the rocks upon our 
trail.” 

Vile sorcerer!” apostrophized Conrad to him- 
self, with intense bitterness of feeling, as retrac- 
ing the way towards the palace, they entered by 
an archway that led into a basin, within the 
royal gardens, where they disembarked; art thou 
fated to cross me in every purpose of my life? 
Dark spirit of evil, mar not with thy accursed 
presence this peaceful abode. Yet if there be no 
human power to foil thy purpose, on my head 
only let the blow falL Spare, ob spare her!” ^ 
The soliloqu]^ of Sewantus was after another 
fashion. 

The Maqua has no need of daylight to dis- 
COV& owls, By my father’s bones, that other 
man in the strange canoe was a tall ope as he 
sat! Sewantus saw no face, but he marked him 
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well. It ia an old saying, that owls go in pairs, 
and I believe it. * Stop a lit^e, and then the Bear 
will put his paw* upon his enemy Thus he 
mused to his sagacious self, as he laid dpwn that 
night to repose. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE TIA.NGUEZ. 

It was market day in Lahunzcl, and the outer 
square of the palace, which was of considerable 
magnitude, and surrounded, as elsewhere men- 
tioned, by an unbroken line of piazzas and a 
spacious canal, presented a most animated and 
interesting scene. 

It was the great Tianguez, or market of the 
valley, in which was held the weekly fair that 
served the purposes of general traffic with the 
inhabitants, to whom shops were unknown. 

Th^ whole inclosure was filled with a motley 
and bustling throng, engaged in their several 
avocations and displaying various wares to the 
public gaze, thus exhibiting in epitome a compre- 
hensive picture of the peculiar civilization of* the 
colony. There, under the broad piazzas, in 
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several rows, were innumerable stalls laden with 
a choice array of products and manufactures^, 
adapted either to supply the wants or promote the 
luxuries of life. 

At these, in their respective branches o£ trade, 
presided the merchants of- Tonatiuli and the arti- 
sans of the three divisions, among whom were 
pre-eminent those of Kclis-kopan, both for the 
peauty and excellence of their handicraft, and 
no extraordinary obliquity of their profile, which 
from the end of the nose to the top of the crown 
described a single convex line, caused by artificial 
pressure in infancy to the bone of the forehead. 

In another department the chief salesmen were 
of the Monosekos tribe, as it was appropriated to 
those arts in which they most excelled, such as 
the manufiicturc of paper, parchment, and blank 
nooks, together with picture manuscripts pf the 
popular literature, comprising history, science, 
and poetry. 

There, as the idler strolled along the lanes of 
the porticoes, the bronze lattice-work of which 
was interwoven with fresh and fragrant flowers, 
ai^d vided the stalls from one another, he be- 
^ .a in succession, each in its allotted quarter, 
fabrics of cottPn of different texture, richly dyed 
or embroidered, or the same material made up 
into garments of every description in use; among 
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which were conspicuous the maxtlatl or broad- 
fringed sash, and the titmatli, a square ornamental 
cloak or mantle, worn by the middle classes; as 
also tapestry, ^coverlets, curtains, and canopies. 

Naqueu; or coarse cloth of the fibre of the aloe, 
made into sacks and working dresses ; ropes and 
thread of the same material, and thick \vrapping 
paper, composed of the pulp of its bruised leaves. 

Fine gauze-like webs of the pita, a species of 
aloe, and used for veils. Stuff .made with the 
hair of rabbits and other animals, woven together; 
a unique fabric, soft, glossy, and warm; stained 
with brilliant and permanent colours, or em- 
broidered ‘ with some fincy device of birds and 
flowers. 

Thread, spun from a rarc^ species of caterpillar; 

costly material, purchased only by persons of 
rank, "and woven into silk in their own house- 
holds for especial use. And above all, the gor- 
geous feather- work, pluinaje, as the Spaniards 
termed it, so highly prized in ancient Mexico. 
This was a kind ot mosaic, formed of the feathers 
of birds of the mont beautiful colours; obtained 
chiefly from the varieties of the parrot and the 
delicate and lustiipus humming-bird. These glued 
on a ground-work of fine cotton cloth, and 
arranged bkc the scales on the wing of a butter- 
fly^ rivalled the latter in splendour and in the 
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exquisite gradation of the tints, which were as 
soft and aerial as those of a highly finished 
paiiiting. 

This costly material, only used by the nobles, 
and chiefly fop mantles, was also applied to the 
decoration of the grand ^edifices, in the form of 
liangings and heraldic banners. 

There again wfere the kpldarles, with their 
tempting Nlisplay of gems and precious metals, 
wrought into iji/hw/mc of cve^ry description; such 
as ear-drops, jewels for the under lip and nose, 
armlets, necklaces, and clasps, riclily chased in 
gold t)r silver, and sparkling with variously 
coloured gems; among which were the turquoise, 
])earl, and emerald. The latter, of great size, was 
often cut into various forms, as hells, flowers, and 
insects, embossed with pearls on a delicate frost- 
work of gold. There also you might observe 
curious imitations of fishes or birds with moveable 
extremities, like eliildrcn's toys, but formed in 
the most skilful manner; every scale and feather 
being perfect in itself, and laid on alternately in 
silver and gold. In many instances, likewise, 
they were decorated with an abundance of jewels, 
to represent some specific hue. .. 

The young gallant, emulous of military display, 
was struct with admiration at the brave garniture 
of the armourers’ stalls. There Could be seen the 
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famous escaupil or cotton mail; consisting of doub* 
lets 'of that material, thickly quilted with the un- 
manufactured down of the plant and variously 
embroidered, according to each rank and tribe. 

Sliields of leather, or of cane woi*k and quilted 
cotton, magnificently overlaid with pearls, and 
silver, and gold embossings, after some stated 
design. Casques of wood, tortoise-shell and silver, 
either gilt or incrusted with devices, in* gold, and 
wrought into fantastic shapes, such as the heads 
of animals with fierce, open jaws and crests of 
feathers or hair. 

The deadly maquahuitl or sword club, armed 
with transverse blades of itztli (obsidian), or cop- 
per, and capable of felling a horse at a blow. 
Also battle-axes, javelins, knives and arrow heads 
of burnished copper, together with sjdendid sur- 
coats of the plumajje; sucli as the military cap- 
tains and Grand Caciques wore. In another part 
of the vast Bazaar were exhibited specimens of 
pottery in terra-cotta, and wooden jars of gro- 
tesque or graceful design ; some elaborately carved 
and gilt, or glazed and embellished with coloured 
figures in great variety, to suit the fancy of the 
purchaser. 

Hatchets and implements of every description 
adapted to the workshop or the field, made of 
copper or bronze, by means of which they could 
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hew granite and chisel out the finest sculpture, 
and, with the aid of a silicious dust, cut and polish 
the hardest gems; in despite of a contrary opinion 
which prevails in resjiect to nations unacquainted 
with iron. , 

Booths fhore were, piled wdth stationery, where 
the student and man of letters could be sup- 
plied with writing materials, of every description 
known to the citizens; such as j)]aiik sheets and 
books of prepared skin, cotton or fine paper made 
of the Aloe, tied up in rolls or folded in leaves 
like u screen, pens of fine reed, pencil brushes of 
hair, aud pots of various inks, among which were 
the brilliant orinison, scarlet, and purf)le, made with 
the dyi.\ ot‘ tlie cochineal insect ti*om which 
carmine is derived, and much used in the hiero- 
glyplii(tal and more elaborate } net ure writing; the 
tvvo nnuhods of stenography which in fiiet, 
comprised tlie only system ot‘ wuhten language 
known to the scribes. Then came the stalls of 
the apothecaries abounding in medicina prepara- 
tions of roots and drugs among which were labelled 
panaceas for every known disease; while in close 
apposition, the seller of amulets and astrological 
charms, enticed the timorous visitors to give him 
the preference, and for an imaginary v irtue reject 
that which was Icss^ attractive because more 
definite and real. 
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Then came the confectionerB with their swi^et 
ened maize cakes, pasties and hoii-hons comi>osed 
of chocolate and the delicious sugar extracted 
from the Indian corn — 

The fruiterers’ and sutlers’ quarter, where all 
kinds of provision, fresh or already cooked, attrac* 
ted the eye and stimulated the palate with the 
most sa\'onry odours. 

Who stands so gravely in hjs niche yonder, 
.with his apron before him, honing a tren- 
chant blade and eyeing each passer by with a 
hungry intensity that makes one’s blood run 
cold; for he seems about to dart out uj)oii the 
victim from liis dark hole, like a spider upon a 
fly? Ah, you need be in no alarm; it is only a 
poor bar1.>cr with a growing family. Hast thou 
a roughness on the effin, thou svilt give him the 
smoothing of it, for the sake of charity ; for by the 
liand of Unicum! he is a needy nnin, and the 
trade thrives languidly in Lahimzel, And yet, 
neither they nor the Americems generally, were 
exempted from a certain portion of that hirsuit 
clothing which is - '.‘Oinmoii legacy to the sons of 
Adam. But with them, it was in numerous 
instances, too scanty to be either an ornament or- 
an incumbrance, so that the rudimental beard 
could be plucked out by the roots, without 
troubling the barber; as mjpst of their trans- 
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atlaBtic brethren are constrained to do. N everthe- 
less, onr friend there could shave you as clean as 
an apple, with his razor of itztli, whetted to the 
splitting of a hair, and convince you afterwards of 
the fact by reflecting your visage in his little 
mirror, of the same vitrioiis material, better 
known as obsidian or volcanic flint. 

The only sad o]>j<'<*t in the whole fair was a 
group of detail Iters, offered for^sale by tliose to 
whom they hud become liable, and who by imme- 
morial custom were allowed to satisfy their claims 
in that rigorous way. 

Witliout tlio densely thronged piazzas where, 
however, the greatest order ndgued, th<^ spectacle 
was equally curious and enlivening: for the broad 
canal alonijr their front, was covered with liinu- 
merablo small craft laden with the produce of 
the neighbouring farms, among which was a 
great profusion of ffowers. Environed by the 
vegetable heaps in these canoes, the country 
people sat in their best attire, chatting and chaf- 
fering with their customers, or counting over the 
gains they had collected; either in the shape of 
small bags containing a certain number of grains 
of cocoa, or simjdy the grains themselves. Cir- 
cular pieces of nacre-shell marked witli the royal 
cypher, or single pearls of a specified value, 
in a plain setting of gold, were exchanged 

F 2 



100 


ELLEN CLATTON; OE, 


at the more costly stalls of the bazaar. Such 
constituted the lawful currency of Lahunzel. 

Throughout the open square also, were nume- 
rous groups of citizens, in the picturesque cos- 
tumes of the different classes, conversing freely 
together and smoking, many of them, long orna- 
mental pipes, or perfumed cigars stuck in tubes of 
tortoise-shell or gold. , 

What a gay and bustling scene it was! for 
stationed at certmn points of the area and tliread- 
ing its populous extent in every direction, the eye 
could discern innumerable hucksters of small 
wares, in endless variety, and restaurants who 
distributed cups of the exhilarating pulque, the fer- 
mented juice of the aloe, or of foaming va nilla-spiced 
chocolate, among the assciubled crowd. While to 
and fro, hither and thither, hurried the tamanes 

V r' 

(porters) with bales of stuffs, cotton, and other 
merchandize. 

Such was the Tianguez, over which a chief 
magistrate })residcd, and a number of subordinate 
functionaries were nppointed to preserve order, 
and collect the royiil dues: and thicldy as the 
place was swarmed and multifarious as were the 
transactions, no single breach of decorum could 
*be detected, throughout the inclosure. It was the 
principal mart, exchange, and general rendezvous 
of all classes; where engagements of divers sort 
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were entered idto, topics of general interest dis- 
cussed, and the royal proclamations made public 
to the inhabitants of the valley. On the present 
occasion, the popular curiosity had been^ roused to 
an uncommon degree, by a rumour which «f>btained 
^authenticity as the day wore on, and created a 
powerful sensation in the minds of the people.* 

A mysterious and most alarming circumstfince 
had just ^anspired. A well known individual, 
belonging to the troop of mercliants lately returned 
from a journey to the Gulf of California, had dis- 
appeared suddenly, immediately after their arrival 
in the city, and never made his appearance at all 
at his family residence, when they separated to 
their sev<Tal homes, after depositing the mer- 
chandize in the place allotted to it, within the 
quarter of the Topatiuh : to which they belonged. 

That he had not loitered behind was certain : 
for a picture record was ke])t with scrupulous exact- 
ness, by an officer appointed for that purpose, at the 
portal of the valley — in which the number, as well 
as the personal peculiarities of each one who claimed 
entrance, were duly noted^ — and on reference to 
it, the complement «of the caravan proved to be 
coiTCct, while a more especial })roof of the pre- 
sence of the individual in question appeared in 
the form of a horsemaix, with the lower part of 
his face eiiveloped in a shawl, which was imme- 
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diately recognized as intended for the missing 
inercliant, who had been suffering from an injury 
to his jaw, and kept it covered. 

Now the most inexplicjiblc part of the story 
was this;--^ 

One of the returned merchants, having left the, 
valley, in searcli of a ])ackagc of goods which he 
had dropped by the way, came l)ack in a short 
time, bearing witli him the dead body of this 
lost com])anion which was discovered, as he re- 
lated, lying stripped and lacerated in a dreadful 
.manner, at a little distance from the last lialting 
place, in the vicinity of the secret cavern. And 
near tlie body was also lying the carcass of a 
grizzly bear, the thick skull of which was frac- 
tured, as it’ by a bh»w that bud torn tlie scalp half 
off the bone. This appeared upon examining the 
head of the animal, wliicli with iJic shaggy hide 
was brought in for a testimony, with the mutilated 
remains. 

Perplexing and irreconcilable as the matter 
was, the factvS wevt; indubitable; and whatever 
difference of opinio)i arose as to the ihanner in 
which it had been effected, |liere was none as to 
tlie obvious inference it supplied — that an un- 
known individual had obtained admittance into 
the valley, in the disguise of the unfortunate 
merchant. 
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This was sufficient to create the deepest alarm 
in the isolated community, whose very existence, 
perhaps, depended upon the preservation of their 
secret. 

Once accessible to a s]>y, who could believe 
himself thenceforth, to bo secure from foreign 
invasion, or foresee the extent of the evil it might 
bring upon them in tbe end? True, a few could 
defend the subterranean passage through the 
mountain,* against a host of assailants, while the 
torrent of water itself was a powerful auxiliary, 
as long as they could depend upon its supply. 
But in some seasons of drought it only lialf filled 
the tunnel of the rock ; and the continual watch- 
fulness and anxiety coiisecjucnt to a state of siege, 
together with the entire destruction of their 
fox;cign trade, which would ensue, wore contin- 
gencies that they could only regard as terrible 
misfQrtuncs, and the foreruniufrs c»f ruin, ’ 

In this crisis tlic chiefs were called together, 
and promptly commanded by the king to institute 
a rigid search in every part of the city, wdth the 
assistance of the soldiers of the Tunatiuh. 

By this means, it was hoped the sj>ee(ly dis- 
covery of the suspicious intruder would be 
effected ; object rendered still more urgent by 
the knowledge of his character and intentions, 
which the principal authorities obtained from their 
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foreign visitors, as soon as these circumstances 
became known. 

The tall and stately form of the high-priest 
appears in the square of the TIanguez ; and as 
he movQs along his ample and dishevelled locks 
are seen to wave, like a flowing mane, above the 
throng, the members of which fall back on either 
side, respectfully, to let him pass, and gaze after 
his receding figtu'C, with mixed sensations of 
curiosity and awe. 

Another individual passed also, along the track 
pursued by Tugal Tanub. He followed the astro- 
loger with pertinacity, in his sinuous progress 
through the various grouj)s, and into the crowded 
piazza, through the middle lane of which the latter 
took his Wily — without for a moment losing vsight 
of . his dark robe, or uncovered head ; but, at the 
same time, neither in close proximity with the one 
he tracked, nor with an air of watciifulncss about 
liim — as such would have excited notice which it 
was the purj^ose pf this i)erson to avoid. 

He was dressed in the loose blue tunic, crimson 
sash, and turban and leather boots of a merchant, 
over which was wrapped a large and sombre tit- 
matli, or mantle of cotton ; the latter screening the 
whole of the face in its folds, for he held it across 
liis mouth as he went quietly on, like a sober 
inhabitant of the Tonatiuh quarter, as he seemed. 
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Yet who can tell the quaKty of the kernel by the 
rind ? The habit was a mere disguise — the one 
who wore it — Sewantus-walic I 

None would have supposed this to be the first 
visit of the Mohawk to the great JBazafvr, so un- 
conscious }\e iippeared of the multitudinous attrac- 
tions that surrounded him, as he passed between 
the long rows of stalls, in tlie wake of Tugal 
Tanub. 

In vain the vendor of puk|uc presented his 
seductive cup with*a deferential air: the confec- 
tioner his candied trifles, the cook his snujking 
pastry: the chocolate preparer his vanilla-spiced 
and frothy Ciompound, thickened to the consistence 
of snow, which melted in the moutli, like dissolv- 
ing foam. Sewantus went on, alike blind and 
and deaf to tlic tempting baits, and the eager 
solicitations of their proprietors. 

Many nawdens also, ventured to call hk atten- 
tion to their fruit and flowers, and looked up into 
his eyes with a most beseeching smile. But 
though a glance at some of these young girls, with 
their unbound tresses and soft melancholy eyes, 
were worth more than all the ripe treasures that 
filled their baskets, Sewantus the ^varrior was not 
to be beguiled ; for he was upon a war-j>ath, and 
stuck to his purpose with the tenacity of a true 
Maqua. So, putting gently aside the offerings of 

r 3 
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the nymphs, and gliding steadily on, he made 
the half circuit of the piazza, keeping a little dis- 
tance in the rear of the priest, who now changed 
his coimse and, turning abruptly to the right, 
passed oiit from the latticed portico. 

Crossing one of the numerous bridges that 
arched the canal, which, at this plat'o, comimini- 
cated directly with the adji>lniiig lake, through a 
tunnel lined with stone ; the High Priest threw a 
rapid and cautious glance 'around, stcp[)cd into a 
small canoe moored Iw the j^ide of the caiuil, close 
to the wall of the enclosure : and seizing a paddle, 
darted fleetly away and disappeared from sight, 
under the triangular archway that ran under the. 
terraced gardens of the'j)alaco. 

Sewantus ]>auscd a moiu'. st, in strong embar- 
rissirient ; ha had not foreseen this. A short 
^'onfereiiee with his thoughts soon restored him to 
confidence hiiwever, and detaching, at their sug- 
gestion, and as secretly as possildt^ the fastening 
of one of tlie ])jLaiiy piraguas, close by; he couched 
di>w)i within it, and plunging a ])addle deep into 
the canal, with a low skilful movements of the 
blade proi>ellcd himseif within the vaulted passage^ 
whei'c, secured fi\>m all ftjar of discoeery, he made 
the light vessel shotit along, like a dolphin in the 
wake of the fin-winged prey. 

The warm sunshine which burst around him as 
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^ he emerged from the archwa}' into the lake, half 
Winded him for a time, but he soon observed the 
astrologer already far out from the shore, and 
heading in a straight line towards a temple 
situated among the giwcs on the opposite side. 

Sewaritus crept along by the foot of the ter- 
race that lined the jiroinontory, parallel with the 
(,‘oursc of the one he was pursuing, until a small 
island near the middle ol* the lake hid the priest 
from view ; then he turned his prow boldly 
towards it and sci'eened himsidf utkUt its wooded 
^erge until Tugal Tariub had readied the further 
sliore and entered tvithin the walled precincts of 
the teocalli ))efore-mcntioiK*<l. 

Once assnn^d of this, Sewantus also crosseci 
and drawing u]> the canoe secreted both it and 
his mantle in a tliieket by the shore. « Then 
under covci' ol’ the brushwood he stole noiselessly 
along until lie reached the border of the neigh- 
bouring grove, when gliding rujiidly on, he soon 
arrived at the liigh stone wall with which the 
grounds ot‘ the sacred edifice were endosed. Tliis 
he climbed by moans of the huge seiiicnts and 
other Bynibolii*. ornaments that were seulptiirt‘d 
u]X)n it. 

Long and patiently he remained, prone upon 
its summit, and s^veeping every part of the inte- 
rior with lus vigilant eyes, but without avail. 
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He :8aw only the great truncated pyramid, of, a 
dazzling white, upon wliich the temple with its 
smoking altar was supported, at a lofty height* 
It rose in the midst of beautiful gardens and was 
more immediately environed by a quadrangular 
range of low buildings appropriated to the offici- 
ating priests and numerous servitors coimected 
with the establisluiicnt. 

An hour th^ watcher lay thus, upon the top 
of the wall like a lizard basking in the sun, and 
sweltering with the beat of noonday, without 
(hatching a further glimpse of the tall personage 
who had evidently excited his susjucions. 

At length to his delight, a small wicket leading 
kito the gardens from a back issue of one of the 
buildings was softly unclose<l, and in came Tugal 
I'anub and another person who was a stnuigcr to 
the Mohawk. Nevertheless the latter lowered 
himself into the garden by the aid of a friendly 
branch that stretched itself within reach of his 
arm, and crawling noiselessly among the slirubs 
and dowers he planted himself close to the border 
of a shaded alley through which he observed the 
pair to take their way. Nor was he disappointed, 
for they passed soon after within a few paces of 
his retreat, the astrologer speaking in low and 
earnest tones to his companion; not in the lan- 
guage of Laliunzel but in the prairie dialect of 
the Daheota. 
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What he said Sewantus could not overhear, 
but he intersected their route a second time and 
the twain passed close beside the aloe under 
which he was concealed. lie was more fortunate 
on this occasion, for he^aiight the sound ^of three 
simple words energetically expressed, which bore ' 
to him a most important signification, one that 
sent a thrill of apprclicnsion to Jus friendly heart, 
and which the appearance of the high-priest’s « 
associate only tended to increase : lor although he 
had never seen him, he was too familiar by 
description, with the features of Bizon-ko-kok-has 
to doubt for a moment that the crafty Abenake 
was then before liim. 

Sewantus remained motionless and abstmeted 
^ for soine time after the two were out of sight, 
turning over in his mind the reflections that arose 
in connection with what he had heard. 

This as we have said was comprised in three 
])laiii words — ‘‘disguise, banquet, wine,” which 
foreboded he believed nothing innocent or convivial 
in the mouth of tlic ascetic speaker, when used in 
close conference with liis evil-minded and unlaw- 
ful guest. 

The very knowledge that the higli-priest was 
harbouring in secret the proscribed and dangerous 
being who had pursued them with bloody intent 
to the very heart of the mountain retreat, was 
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sufficient to announce to him the existence of a 
plot inimical to liis beloved friends at the least, if 
not to the State itself. Disguise, banquet, wine !” 
As the ominous Avords flitted across hivS mind, his 
iinaginatibn found little difficulty in filling up the 
hiatus between them, until the IVlohawk believed 
that he had fathomed the entii’e scheme with 
Avhich they were interwoven ; and with this 
belief he hugged to himself the prospect of a 
s])ecdy triumph, for he possessed uoav, as he 
conceived, the means of eirtaimAcnting the de- 
signs of the cousY>lrators, and inveigling them 
into their oavii s]iare. 

Resolving with himself to breathe not Ji single 
syllable to any one of Ins discovery, he regained 
the shore, and lauiiclnng his piragua iriajdc his 
way back to the Tianguez before it had been 
missed by its owner. 

lie strolled once more, but leisurely, through 
the still crowded piazzas, and this time he had 
eye for each one of the attractive wonders co^g 
tallied in the busy mart which he was forced 
slight on the former /;Ccasion. 
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CHAPTEK VIIL 


THF, PRIKhTLY CON^IRATOR AN1> H18 MIDNIGHT SOLILOttUV. 

The great disc of the central tower pealed 
forth the midnight summons to prayer, which 
vibrated iti solemn harmony over tlie slumbering 
valley, now devoid of all other soiincls, in its hour 
of most profound repose. 

Many an ear, startled at the sacred call, roused 
the slumberer from his dreams and bade him 
address a short appeal to the Eternal, for the 
sake of that solemn part of him that nev^er slept 
and would never die, ere he sank again upon his 
pillow, and the brief sound ceased. 

But one watcheni there -Avas who caught these 
ringing tones with an abrupt and startling dis- 
tinctness that wrought no soothing effect upon 
the strife within his bosom. Tugal Tanub, the 
high-priest, like a shape accursed, sjrode fiercely 
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aloDg in> the starlight^ endeavouring though 
vainly, to cool liis throbbing brow in the night 
air, while he paced the upper terrace of the 
tfemple op{)Osite the city. 

Elevated high above the level of the surround- 
ing vale, its whole extent was open to his view, 
and beyond the lake that lay in its unrippled 
calm beneath like a plain of steel, the numerous 
altar-fires ol* the tcocallis revealed in dim outline 
the structures around their base ; while over all 
was spread the grey and starry sky which ap- 
peared to rest like a vast opal dome upon the top 
of the niountaiu walls that shut in the entire 


circumference of the viilhiy. 

Jfow the meditation upon wliich tlie solemn 
appeal broke so suddenly must have been absorb- 
ing indeed, for ho, the arch-minister and im])er- 
sonation of his country’s faith, made no obeisance 
nor moved his lips in prayer ! 

Let us pause awhile to scrutinize the character 
and pur])oses of this man. 

Belonging to a respectable but not distin- 
guished family of the Monosekos division,* and 
educated for the prifesthood^ he soon obtained 


particij^ar notice by his rapid attainments in 
astrology together with the evidences he gave of 


remarkable intellectual power. 


Possessed ©f a mind, subtle and comprehensive, 
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he quickly mastered the entire course prescribed 
by the collegiate institutions of the city, yet not 
content with this, his thirst for knowledge led 
him through every branch of scienijc cultivated 
by liis people. Botany was a favourite study of 
the young priest, and as this was pursued by th% 
Lahunzels with an ardour unknown elsewhere, at 
that period, he derived from it no inconsiderable 
knowledge of the properties of herbs and roots 
which he applied medicinaUy to stop the progress 
of disease, and with marked success. This in- 
creased his fame and assisted liim in his ascent of 
the ladder of priestly preferment to the summit of 
which his ambition impelled him to attain, ile 
was gradually acquiring that tacit supremacy over 
his competitors so grateful to the youthful aspir- 
ant and so prophetic of future success — the su- 
premacy of mind. 

Fired by the rapture of a poetic fancy, like the 
Grecian bards, he had woven into a system the 
floating and fragmentary legends connected with 
the popular belief in the existence of lesser gods 
or controlling influences inferior to the divinity of 
fire, but supOTor to feian. 

Then it was, when, with the impulse of bold 
enthusiasm, he threw himself along the track of 
"that ideal realm, and hovering in the inspiration of 
his spirit oyer the wild chaos, gave proportion to 
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each element and coherence to the whole iBcheme ; 
that he became fully conscious of the potency of 
the spell within him, which, with life, gave him 
communion \yith the things beyond. And yet the 
very power that enabled him to remodel and 
j^eautify the mystical allegories of his race, taught 
him the true insignificance of a creed which could 
yield to fiction that which had been sanctioned by 
immemorial tradition. 

Could he, the gifted revcalcr of the divine law, 
the keen reader of the starry prophecies whose 
genius had embraced the universe and pierced the 
dci)ihs of human wisdom, could lie bow down to 
Jthe work of his own hands? Surely tlie deity 
who was alone most worthy of his homage could 
not thus Buhserve the capri<*.eB of a mortal will. 

Then in the drear dejection of this thought, 
dimly hovering on the verge of his mental horizon 
appeared a glorious shape, vast, intangible, and 
serene, like a great reflection of himself that had 
dominion over lam — ^incomprehensible and vague, 
but in its veiled sulfiimity ever there to haunt and 
awe him down. It v- as the same far-shining image 
of the Supreme Being which Nezahualcoyotl con- 
templated when, dissatisfied with tRe superstition 
of Tezcuco, he erected a temple, like the Athe- 
nians, in honour of the Unknown God — the Cause 
of Causes. 
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At this time the King of Lahunzel died, and 
Unicuin, who then held the office of high priest, 
was chosen as his successor; when as the most 
distinguished of the eaccrdotal order Tugal Tswiub 
obtained tlie vacant directorship, and found Jiini self 
thus elevated to a station only inferior to tliat of the 
sovereign himself, ere ho had reached middle age. 

No\v it was that he began to shape forth the 
grand conception that had been maturing in his 
mind, and to instill into the people the doctrines 
of a faith superior even to the astral worship of 
the ancient Uhnecs, at the same time denouncing 
the growing polytheism which threatened to de- 
stroy all discrimination and simplify* ty in theij 
religion, and to involve them in the barbarous 
usages of the Aztecs, which they had ever been 
anxious to avoid. 

This he enforced with a subtleness of reasoning 
and a warm energy of expression that cat their 
way like a torrent of fiery lava into the hearts of 
his hearers, and made converts of them all. 

In promulgating these new tenets the high- 
priest found a powerful auxiliary iH his prede- 
cessor Unicum, a man of a noble disposition, supe- 
rior both to prejudice and superstition. Under his 
auspices, the temple, so often alluded to, was soon 
afterwards built, and the people wcr(j forbidden to 
make ofTerings at any shrine save those to the prin- 
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ciple of fire which was announced as the fittest 
emblemof an all-sustaining deity to whom eyery 
other was subordinate or merely an agency of 
the^sui)reme will, without lift or form* 

The. simple religion of their forefathers was 
thus restored to the dc^ccndknts of the wise races 
that first occupied the valley of Mexico; the 
adoration of the heavenly bodies in the semblance 
of fire which was considered an emanation from 
those orbs whose unequalled splendour and solemn 
march through the sky, ever since the birth of 
man has excited his veneration and aAVC. 

But though the Chaldcan-Hke pliilosophy of the 
niJlmccs and Toltecos was revived, and many a 
flaming altar, as it threw its radiance over the 
valley, proclaimed the supremacy of a faith, in its 
simplest form, superior to idolatry and only second 
to a definite theism ; it did not satisfy Tugal Tanub. 
It was but preparatory to that nobler triumph to 
which it would seem to lead. 

He was still engrossed by the vision that in an 
hour of passionate reflection first loomed up to 
cheer and yet to mock his intellectual progress 
and overshfidow his soul with its power. Another 
Zoroaster, he conceived a twin abstraction of good 
and evil, opposite influences analogous to light and 
dai’kness, and subject to aai independent law. 
Here he halted, incapable of moving a «tep be- 



THE NOMADES OP THE WEST. 117 

yond^ though that step would yield him the full 
revelatiou of his vast' and vague ideal — ^the Master 
— Unit— the true God. 

Yet after all, this was an interest less of^the 
heart than of the brain of the astrologer-priest, 
who, apart from the scruples of a fastidious taste, 
cared little about the character of a devotional 
system as long as he could gain his ends. « 

He was unscrupulous and exacting: a tyrant 
formed to grind beneath his heel every obstacle 
to his sovereign control; one of that audacious 
breed who contemn alike moral right and mortal 
dictation, and in the spirit of Lucifer himself, 
would rather rule in hell than bow the knee iq, 
heaven. 

If hitherto he had concealed these unsightly 
traits, it was because his career had been com- 
mensui-ate with his expectations. !No opposition 
had called into play the secret fangs of the mon- 
ster wdio showed hiuisclf in such miposiiig hues 
that the feebler sense was dazzled and subdued. 
The sway he obtained was a dangerous one for such 
a man to hold over the capacities of the crowd, 
whose honest convictions he had taken care nei- 
ther to outrage or alann during his innovations 
upon the established creed. 

Then occurred the dream of Orazin which the 
high-priest strove to veil in the mysticism of an 
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allegoiy ; alarmed at the approach of one foretold by 
an ancient propliecy to be a spiritual rtiler in the 
land — which it seemed to imply. But in this in- 
stance, a time-honored oracle proved superior to 
the opnion ot the gi'eatest of the soothsaying 
priesthood, and the literal acceptation and fulfil- 
ment of the Cacique’s dream was as the tread of 
a foe upon the serpent that slept coiled in the 
heart of Tugal Tanub. 

Would he consent to yield his sceptre to this 
gifted stranger or share his proud prerogative with 
another ? Bather than that, he felt that he could 
return to the darkest era of paganism, tear with 
his own liand the heart from the shrieking victim, 
and see every shrine in Lahunzel bathed in the 
blood of liuman sacrifice. 

But in the form of a lovely, ingenuous, and 
shrinking winuan, he strove in vain to identify 
the rival his imagination had portrayed, and 
Ellen’s arrival was a era in Ins life which obli- 
terated all previous impressions. , 

A new dream filled tlie heart and the bi'ain of 
the astrologer, a dream more glorious than had 
ever yet engaged his fancy, or unfolded itself to 
him from the concurrence of symbol and star: one 
w'orthlcr the romance of his youth, when the 
affections were alive, and the imagination a phrenzy, 
than his austere manhood, whose cold abstraction 
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had reduced instinct td thought, and done for ever, 
as he believed, with symj)athy and sexual passion. 

He would win the favour of this bright^ creature, 
whom both r^son and feeling convinced him to be 
no celestial visitant but a mortal like himsejf, of a 
superior race indeed, yet possessed of similar desires. 
He, Tugal Tanub, would espouse her, and by this 
act secure botli the supremacy of hia spiritual rule 
and the society of one gifted above every other 
female he had seen. Neither was this design op^ 
posed to the rules of his order, which did not extujt 
celibacy from its members, or debar them from the 
enjoyments of domestic life. 

But ere lie had an opportunity of testing even 
the feasilnlity of his scheme, it was crushed into 
a hideous ruin liy the arrival Of Conrad, whom 
Tugal Tanub saw, with the acuteness of jealous 
hate, had already secured the prize. 

Tlie bright delusion fell from his eyes and 
faded like a fond delirium from his heart; yet 
he relapscnl not again into lus former in.susceptibl- 
lity and rest, but brooded in sullen musings, 
lashed by the sharp scourge of mOrtified passion, 
over the wreck of his desires. All that was fierce 
and evil in his nature was aroused into action, and 
ready to unite in support of his wounded pride, 
and he only waited fora favourable opportunity, 
now, to hurl his sliafte with the fury of the subtle 
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lightning, at the audacious intruder who had 
•brought confusion to his plans by forestalling him 
in the aflF^ctions of the palc-taoed virgin. 

At this juncture it was, tliat the piarent of mis* 
chief tlu'ew in his way the Abenahe sorcerer, who 
was better suited to become a congenial instru- 
ment in his hands than the open and noble-minded 
Mohawk — whom he had found too shrewdly cau- 
tious and inflexible in his opinions, at their first 
mtei*vicw, to justify any further attempts to make 
him subservient to his views. 

Passing one evening at dusk, through a remote 
suburb of the city, he apprehended a man in the 
act of pilfering from a basket of maize bread, that 
chanced to be left in the street while its owner 
was engaged in the vicinity. The thief no sooner 
felt the powerful grasp of the priest, '^than he 
ttxmed fiercely upon him, with an imprecation, in 
Daheota; and muttering disjointed words in the 
same language, which his opponent knew, strove 
with tooth and claw to tear himself from liis 
grasp. * 

But when he" found himself impotent to struggle 
against the force of the gigantic priest, he clianged 
his tactics and essayed the power of entreaty; 
pleading star\ atIon as an excuse for the commis- 
sion of a cinme proverbially rare In Lahunzel. 

This, together with the abject and cadaverous 
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appearance of the man, and the extraordinary 
fact that he was not only a stranger to him who 
knew every face in tlxe valley, but sj)oke entirely 
in a foreign language — e'xcited the curicji^ity, no 
less than tlw compassion of Tugal Tanuh, who 
took him by an unfrequented I’oute to a neighbour- 
ing teocalli, where, entering privately, he supplied 
him with food and afterwards drew from him by 
dint of artifice, threats and promises of protection^ 
his entire history, with every particular connected 
with his entrance into the* valley, and his subse- 
quent difficulties from ignorance of the language 
and want of food ; together with his unabated desire 
to avenge the abduction of liis female captive.^ 

The IHgli-priost was astounded at this acci- 
dental concurrence with his own plans, as well as 
by tlio audacity of the man who bad thwarted the 
vigilance of the sentinelsi and penetrated singly 
into the heart of their secret hold : and he beheld 
in lilm a valuable auxiliary by whose aid he might 
accoirq)]isb, after all, his sinister purpose, by feign- 
ing to promote interests so closely connected with 
his own. 

The sorcerer was in the power of one, his equal 
in craftiness aiid determination, and his superior 
in every other respect. As may be foreseen, there- 
fore, he became a jv’hing dupe,, and readily entered 
into the plot his master subsequently suggested as 
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the best mode of obtaioing rereiigei aod a stire 
triumph over hie enemies. The better fo^maature 
his project, and preserve the inco^ito of Jus acj- 
compile^, Tiigal Tunub resolved to remote him to 
0. favourite resort hy the lake, wheVe he usually 
resided when not engaged in the city : and while 
so occupied it was, that, all unconscious of the 
dangerous exposure, thc^ were observed^y Con* 
rad^nd his companions.* 

This it wifi be remembered, was the^ evening 
before the day when the first news was circulated 
relative to the death o^the merchant and the snp- 
I)osed intrusion of a foreign spy,' in hia garb. 
Tugal Tanub, now saw the eminent hazard of the 
transaction in which he was involved. By har- 
bouring the alien, he Avas incurring the risk of 
losing not only reputation ]^but life itself^ as a 
traitor t9 his country. It was too late to recede 
then, however, the step he had taken could neA^er 
1 )e retrieved ; liis only chance was to push on and 
leav^e destiny to decide whether he was to succeed 
or perish, in the end. 

Thus environed by the most deadly peril, and; 
throbbing with conflicting emotions, well might he ^ 
spurn the matted couch, and seek the cool night 
breeze on the summit of the isolate teocalli. 
With every feeling i^warped by the dark infatua- 
tion which had jitained dominion over him, and 
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1® m uEjaoly reveiy of paeadoa and pre-»« 
lAiaditated crimo ; wonder was it that he let tlie 

mldaight sanamoas fall unheeded on his ear^ and 
preserved, as the sound swept by, a haughty and 
co^itemptuous look, which had in it more ofimalice^ 
than of piety, of scornful defiance than homage. 

Cleave as thou wilt the stagnant air, thou 
noisy babbler,” he soliloiiuised; ‘^Wliy should 
Tugaj^Tanub, obey thy stupid clangour, fitted, as 
it is, but to stir the heavy faculties of yon ‘slum- 
bering crowed? 

' He has hifiTown seasons and forms, and fashions 
of living. As in thought, so in action, will he be 
ever free and unrestricted by the slavery of com- 
mon rule. These very mountain walls do ^some- 
times appear as a tightened girdle unto him, and 
make him gasp for freer air. His spirit is not like 
the servile clay that fashions itself to each caprice 
of a child. By the soul of his ancestors, he will 
Stand alone ! None shall drag down the wisest of 
the Ulmeckb to their own bondage; for Tugal 
Tanub is not of them I” 

And as he stalked impetuously along the paved 
terrace with stem and threatening gestures, he 
seemed to crush and sweep fr^m around him the 
the airy offspring of his suppositions. 

All at once, he stood perfe9tly still and shivered 
with a violent ague. " Fear!” he muttered, and 

g2 
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nvhat should I fear? Am I not strong of arm and 
cunning as tlie mightiest; have I not wealth, 
power, and vigour? * 

Have the stars refused me, their chosen inter- 
ju’cteiv^, aught that I have ever asked tliem? It 
were strange, in very sooth, should they forsake 
me now, wdien I have rescued their worship from 
tlic meshes of an ignoble idolatry, and surrounded 
their altars with the oblations of the Lahui^els. . 

*‘Away, forboding a(tcursed! Fortune is to 
tlie strong, and by the sovereignty of my red 
right hand! I wdll fight and trlinn])h: ay though 
death itself doth touch my shoulder like a familiar, 
and hiss — bewai’c ! 

To-morrow is noted in the calendar wheel, as 
a day of sudden deaths: the decree has gone forth 
for unnumbered ages, and yet will it accpinpHsh 
itself to-morrow, surely as the liearf beats witli 
the living fire: for be he but firm and faithful, 
liideous wrctcli as he is, that wizard juggler — and 
the- venom of the music-scr])ent’s tooth does not 
its work more subtllely than that deadly juice. 
And nevertheless, the flower that led upon it was 
marvelously made, and innocent looking to the eye, 
almost as her — the virgin of the prophecy, the 
8tarry-facc sUanger who has wrought this mad- 
ness in my blood and brain. 

0 Lye invisible essences Aat float in the airy 
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void; ye servants of the great Everywhere arur 
Eternal! Dread immortal ser])ent that embraces 
destiny in thy tniglity ring, and even now, art 
closing the annals of aj)pointed* time — eyel e-type 
of the Everlasting, that will be, when this glorious 
'‘firmament and green and living world shall have 
dissolved away; grant me some omen or potent 
spell, with wliicli to stifle this unconquerable fever 
that girds my facnlties with a cliain of fire; 
which enrages, torments, and imist consMimc! 

Slake it Ilnitzilopotchli,'^ tlie fury armed; 
and Chalcliivltlycuet thou mighty mother and 
purifier! If yc do exist, in very sooth; and the 
fixith of th(} Mexitli is not a lie. 

Would, 0 wmidd tliat tlio hour of trial were 
arrived! uncertainty and d(*]ny arc not foi‘ such as 
Tiigal Tanul). Ilis temper is a knife of eo])])er 
that use brightens, and neglect corrodes I 

I would grasp the peril now,, and cle ave it 
with a warrior’s joy; hut this tortoise-liko ci’uwd 
of fate to the forthcoming, sickens me. 

a stringed javelin to the hand that 
^launches it, my venoined thoughts arc dragged 
back, fruitless and immature. 

Incxdhible and sliiggisli time, eanst thou not 

* The god of war. 

t The goddess of water, in whose name the children of the 
Mexicans were baptized. 
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march fabter in the track of my desireB? B>ush 
on! Rush on! 

Tliis train of vehement meditation was here 
suspended, abruptly, as a beautiful meteor, g^es- 
eribing a fiery arc in the sky, burst with a loud 
repoij into three parts, and difiused for an instant,* 
throughout the valley, a splendour equal to that 
of noon day, ere the glittering fragments c^foppcd 
and were quenched in the lake. 

‘‘A sigh! A prophecy! Eternal honour to the 
starry host, they have not forsaken their votary 
cried the priestly soothsayer, who hailed the 
phenomenon as a portent of success ; and with his 
mind partially relieved, he descended thought* 
fully from his lofty promenade, to court a brief 
repose ere the period arrived when he was to take 
the irrevocable plunge in the vortex of deadliest 
crime. 

It was strange tliat he should have diuwn a 
favourable augury from the disrupture of a star! 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A ROYAL BANftUET, 

It was a vast hall iiu the royal palace, lined 
with a fine coating of plaster covered in every 
part witli^painted imagery, and festooned along 
the cornice with a splendid hanging of feather- 
work fringed with gold. 

The ceiling was of carved cedar inlaid with 
various rare woods, the floor covered with a fine 
matting of a chequered design, and down the 
centre ran a long table loaded with viands and 
massive plate, and surrounded withjguests, at the 
head of which presided Unicum, the king ; while 
ranged near the painted wall on either side, stood 
a row of bronze statues, each with a lighted torch 
of resinous pine in its uplifted hand. It was tlje 
first grand festival which had taken place since 
th^ arrival of th^ strangers, and aU tliat was 
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costly and beautiful, ajid noble in the land bad 
been called into requisition, to do them honour. 

It was % royal banquet truly, in every sense of 
the woi^, and one that would not have been 
amiss i^ the most fastidious court in Europe at 
that pej’iod. There were the grand solids, con- 
sisting of a great variety of fish, flesh, and fowl, 
ainon:^ which may be mentioned tlic choice parts 
of ^hc domesticated bison, and the enormous abo- 
riginal turkey, all served upon chafiing-dishes of 
massive gold. These were flanked by innu- 
merable smaller compounds of meats and v ege- 
tables, elaborated witl\ the nicest skill of the. 
cuisine : together witJi sauces and condiments 
suited to stimulate a languid or jaded palate. 

Tliese again, were succeeded by pastry, fruit, 
sweetmeats, and cold chocolate foam, flavoured 
with spices and contuiued in large goblets of carved 
tort(nst>sliell or gold, of which precious metal 
every utensil uj)on the board was fabricated, with 
a few exeeptionss; for the })lates for the use of 
the guests J|:cre of fine glazed earthenware em- 
bellished with coloured flowers, and at intervals, 
above tlic more consjncuous dishes, appeared an 
elegant vase, filled with odoriferous flowex'S, each 
of a different ] pattern but all of the^most costly 
workmanship, and blazing as it were, in the 
torch light, with ' a curious incrustation* of 
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jewels and arabesques of interwoven silver and 
gold. * 

The table, as the saying is, lairly’groaned with 
the weight of the precious metals — a statement 
which may appear unwarrantable in a fiction that 
lays c|^iin to historical veracity, and the proprie- 
ties of what are teclmically termed — costume.* 
But ^le scepticism of the reader will vanish when 
he is informed that almost every other grain in 
the sand of the valley lake was a grain of gold; 
that every torrent in those mountains w^ashed 
down >vith them a similar freight to the plains ; 
that in fine, it was within the precincts of that 
vast jJlacer deposit, the long dreamt of Dorado of 
the western world, which, dcstmed to remain 
hidden from the cupidity of the white men for 
another century and a half, even while we write, 
is revealing on the banks of the Sacramento, its 
glittering hoards to the Anglo-Americans, who 
have marched in their turn as conquerors, over 
the track of Cortes and into the city of the 
Montezumas, and wrenched from the degenerate 
offspring of the Castilians the gold-sown regions 
of California. 

It was a scene of splendour and luxurious 
pomp only i^ow to be realized in an oriental land 
or* in some fairy legend ; a display of wealth and 
ornament unsuited to the austerity of our north- 

03 
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em life, where utility supplants decoration, and 
^where the difficulty of obtaining" even the neces- 
saries of life makes us chary of superfluous ex- 
penditure. 

The caciques and nobles who with their wives 
and daughters attended the festival, were dressed 
in their choicest army, and presented a gorgeous 
assemblage of colours ; and on every tunic, 
mantle, and robe were to be seen the flash of 
jewels and rich embroidery. • 

The eWefs wore fillets of gold round their 
heads, containing waving plumes, end many of 
them, besides long ear-rings, had a jewelled oriia» 
irient depending from the’ nose or . under^ip, a 
monstrous fashion; while the ladies bore entwined 
^trung-jicarls and flowers with the meshes of their 
dark hair, which had a very chaste effect, and 
harmonized cliarmingly with their amber com- 
plexions and soft pensive eyes. 

But the rarest and most admired ornament of 
the radiant throng, a master-jiiece of art, was the 
copilli or crown which the king himself wore. 
This was in the form of a wu’eatli ol* flowers, eacli 
being cut entirely out oPa single emerald and set 
in gold, whih' the pistils were of diamond, pearl, 
turquoise, and other gems: proving th%, sufficiency 
of other tools besides steel to w'ork tiie hardest 
substances, as well as the extreme taste and skil- 
fulness of the artizahs of the valley. 
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Ellen was there, looj^ing more lustrous and 
spirit-like in her beauty, to the eyes of the La- 
hunzels, than any being they had ever seen 
before, though she preserved her usual simplicity 
of drejs and wore no gems ; for the fairest Indian 
lady at the feast, and some were of no common 
stamp, suffered eclipse beside her. So tliought 
Conrad, as alfer ranging around the brilliant hut 
dusky circle, his eye rested upon his betrothed. 
Each one of the i)arty, in fact, gazed with obvious 
admiration at her white and dazzling complexion, 
and while they looked from Ellen to the florid 
and fair-haired German who sat near her, the 
peopR^ of that solitary world were assured tlx%t 
they were of a race superior to themselves: one 
on whom the gods had lavished tlicir choicest 
favours. Indeed tliey were lialf inclined to think 
tliat the very attributes of the immortals them- 
selves wc]’c the (iharae,t eristics uf‘ a physical type 
so exalted and peculiar. 

.Sewantus was there in the costume of a war- 
rior, calm, dignified, and noble, yet watchful of 
every coiintciiance, and suspicious of each move- 
ment that took place among the numerous attend- 
ants who occupied the space hetween the guests 
and the bronze torch-bearers of tBc banquet hall. 
And there also sat Tugal Taniil) in his sombre 
garb, with a garland of flowers, white and lily- 
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around his brow, and on his lip a smile of 
revelry that seemed out of place in one whose 
temperament was so austere and grave. 

The laugh and jest went round in lively accord 
meanwhile, and the conversation became n^rc ge- 
neral and unresti;fiincd after the viands were re- 
moved, and ewers and fine napkins carried to eich 
Individual for the puq)ose of ablution, an act reli- 
giously observed ; for they w^ere all of them more 
or less under the indue nee of the inspiring pulque 
which, together with lighter bev(‘rages made of 
the juice of the aloe, acid, and sugar, and pre- 
ferred by the gentler sex, were can ied round by 
^ervitors, in silvcjr flagons and poured in# the 
cups of emerald and chased gold ranged along the 
cloth, and never ])ermitted for a moment to 
become dry ; while e^ ery male, from the king to 
the lowest in degree rolled up from his lips 
fragrant clouds, inhaled through jewelled pipes, 
charged with perfumed tobacco mingled with 
li<juid amber*. Some of ilie ladies also, Avith 
their litfle segaretts, added to the scented stream 
that filled the chamher, a worthy ovation to the 
social god who seemed to preside over the enter- 
tainment. 

At a ' sigittil of the king, a party of jugglers 
entered the banquet hall, masked and habited in 


* The balsam of the sweet gum tree. 
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the most grotesque fashion. These amused the 
company for some time, with their feats of agility 
^and legerdemain, whicli would not have brought 
discredit to the most famous conjurers of India 
and China, and excited no little, the astonklunent 
of tile foreigners. At length Uiileuin waved his 
haifd, and the professors^ of manual dexterity left 
off their exhibition, mid mingling with the throng 
of d(»niesti(‘>s5 assisted in giving circulation to the 
cheering wines. * 

The king turned to Ellen who sat in the place 
of highest honor, on liis right, and said with a 
courteous smile ; “ Have ye need, divine »stranger, 
in thaft fai* land of which ye spake, to call forth 
yoyr more joyons feelings with the aid of juices; 
or do ye possess the faculty of raising the heart to 
the level of the festive hour in langhter and brisk 
imaginings, at thy mere will ?” 

Uni cum spoke in Daheota, to which, out of 
respect to the strangers, all at that end of the table 
eontined themselves. 

Alas no, my father,’' replied Ellen It is not 
given to any of ns to master what I do believe 
to be the failing oi* all created souls, — the unfit- 
ness of the mortal jiart to do that whicli the 
spirit wills. Like thee, my father, we are oft- 
times cast down when we would be glad, and slow 
of fancy, when we would be sprightly and plcasant- 
topigued. 
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We likewise have discreet resort to the social 
bowl; for it enlivens the heart” 

“ What rejoined Unicum with surprise 
does the Maguey take root and flourish in that 
distant land ? 

Not so,” replied Conrad, taking up the con- 
versation ; we have tlie fruit of the grape-vine 
instead ; its rich juices supply our tables with such 
sparkling drafts as would rejoice thy very soul to 
behold, O king! They glow like molten gems in 
our goblets and inspire us with unearthly rap- 
tures.” 

The rnpture of strong drink is an agreeable 
madness, in very sooth, observed Tugal ^anub, 
glancing askant at the speaker, with his ])e(‘iiliar 
smile. “ Were life ever so it would be sacrilege 
to die. The glory of the hereafter is fore-imaged 
in the reveries of the cup.” 

Not to the full,"' remarked Tazinco the Tccuh- 
tle, in his quiet way ; there are two spiders ever 
lurking at the '^bottom — satiety and disease. 
There are no webs or hidden perils in the star- 
mansions, to trouble the winged reveller.” ^ 

Aptly spoken !” exclaimed Unicum with a 
mirthful sally. Our uncle has not lost the spice 
of liis remarks, I perceive. lie is, like the water 
of a salt lake, which as travellers say, increases 
in sharpness the older it becomes,” 
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tike the hawk that hovers over it,” re- 
marked Orazin ; and sees further into iH depths 
than any other bird.” 

It is a creature of prey,” said the high-priest, 
disparagingly” — and therefore it cannot dhtect a 
charm in that which yields no tribute to its maw.” 

*^Let us do -openly nnd without reproach what 
is expected of us,” suggested Sewantus ; the 
ways of no two men are exactly the samel 
What I hate most is a fox with the face of an 
owl !” j •* 

The high-priest felt startled at the hidden 
satire which these last ^vords conveyed to his con- 
scious car alone : — could the stranger suspect him 
of hypocrisy or a sinister design ? He resolved to 
watch him more closely for the future ; he did 
not like the cool tranquillity of the Mohaw’^k, par- 
ticularly when he addressed hhn. Something told 
Tugal Tanub that the bold foreigner was weaving 
an obstructifm in his path. — Sewantus beware ! ^ 

After all, my children, said Unioum, holding 
up his emerald cup charged to the brim, and wish- 
ing to change a subject which began to throw a 
shade of gravity over the circle unsuited to the 
time : after all, ye must confess that this life of 
ours would be a duller thing, and less kindly per- 
chance, without the maguey wine. 

All honor to it ; for moderately made use of. 
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it helps TO wonderfully along, above all of the 
‘frosty time,’ who ha\e 8Ci>Ui;oIy warmth cnoxigh 
left to melt away the miow flakes in onr hair; 

exiingtiTs/ied volcanoes ag tve arc f 
“ Afi ! that reminds me of what I had else for- 
gotten, I do believe ; that ode of thine, Gautama, 

prepared in the strange tongue for tlic edification 

of oar hojioiiretl gucsti^, as you stro\'e to inipresH. 
upon me, erewhile. Now will we give car to the 
rehearsing of it i'or, as I live, it ple.asctli me.” 

The tbrtuuatc ludivulual thus called upon, rose 
-up in quick ohodience to the royal wish, and with 
a moist and flushed countenance made the usual 
salutation of homage, after wlilcli, drawing a small 
book from the folds of liisllress, lie recited the fol- 
lowing, in a somewhat diffident jnanner ; for lie 
was a young noble of a ]it(‘rary turn, who had 
been recently elevated to tlic dignity of royal 
Bard, and his lionours still sat rather oppressively 
upon him. 

ODE TO THE MAGUEY.* 

“ The gold shines amid the sands of the valley^ like 
motes in the sun-inwoven air. 

There are soft ])earls locked up undlbr the great 
waters. Tlic diamond and emerald lie concealed in the 
bdwels of the mountains. Yet what are these ^ 

* The great American Aloe (Agave Americana) or Maguey, 
as the natives term it, served as many important uses among the 
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** They cannot give food to the hungry or clothe the 
naked ; neither can it be said that they afford shelter 
from the damps of heaven, or cheerfulness to a heart 
distressed. ^ 

“Thou, my choice treasure, my incom|)arable -gem : 
Thou queenly Maguey art more excellent than the l*earl 
of the s<ja, more jjfecious than the glittering harvest of 
the mine ; since all this and more, of Jthine own accord, 
thou givest unto me ! 

** When till, fire of life burns low' in the breast of age, 

— that frosty tune. When the riches and glory of the 
world suffice not. When the sliades of tlie sepulchre are 
gathering about thy gloomy way, and tliou art weary, 
and forlorn, and solitary ; what friend will offer himself 
as a staff on wliich to lean, and give; thee a new youth, 
like the Maguey — with its generous blood : 

A gold cup, though it be of the i^are.st workmanship, 
is of little worth without the wine. As tlie s[>irit to the 
body, so is the pulque to the tankard ; its crowning jewel 
— its soul ! 

•# 

Mexicans, as the Papyrus did with the Egyptians, t<1Nn'hich j^lnnt 
it bore a curimis analogy in flic particular uses to vvliitdi it w^as 
applied. Paper, superior to the liest p.-u'cluneiit, was madi; from 
its bruised leaves, tfiread of whi<*h a camrse cloth was woven, from 
its fine, as likewise strong ropes of its toughest twisted fibres. Pins 
and needles were .supjdied by the thorns on its leaves ; pulque, a 
seductive inebriafiiig drink, was obtained from its fcrmential juice ; 
a p.datalde and flourishing food from its boiled roots; w'hile its 
leaves furnished, licsides, a serviceable thatch for tlie dwellings of 
the humbler classes ; and from the fine thread of the pifa, a 
variety, was mannfactured a delicate web, mueli esteemed for veils 
and other articles of a lady's dress. “ In short,'* says an accom- 
plished historian, the Maguey was meat, drmk, clothing and 
writing materials for the Aztecs,’* 
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Life is the huitzitzilin^ that flashes an instant 
among the flowers and la gone. Death is the zopUotef 
whose talons reach the vitals, in defiance of breaat>plate 
and shield. «. 

beautiful and best child of the sunbeam I teach 
us thy lore, that when we go to Him by whom we live, 
and to the living are but as the memory of a word once 
spoken, we may bequeath to them a useful heritage : like 
thee, thou flower-plumed sovereign. 

“ When I behold the inconstancy of fortune, I feel 
no disquietude about earthly things. What are the 
pomp and grandeur of kings, tgho ambition of the proud- 
est nations, but an? emjjty pageantry that crumbles 
into oblivion and dust : a bubble in the track of time ! 

“ In thee we possess a nobler and a surer trust. In 
thy virtue there is no mutation, in thy favour no hidden 
perfidy. Let us guard with our gratitude, and crown 
with eternal honour, the queenly plant ; our staunch 
friend— our Maguey » 


Humming bird 


i Vulture, 
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CHAPTER X. 

A CATASTROPHE. 

Well done, Gautama,” said Unicum, in earnest 
approval, Tiiou hast a fancy, and can discrimi- 
nate ; by the head of the Monosekos, there is in 
thy song a morality which a crowned king may 
reflect upomto his advantage. 

And yet is Unicum loath to believe that his 
estate is not to bo envied, when he has such a 
faculty as tliine to give zest to his feasting, and 
the prerogative of rewarding it.” And taking from 
the table his drinking cup — a costly utensil, formed 
of a single emerald, and supported on feet of gold, 
he handed itWio an attendant and bade him give it 
to the reciter of the ode, saying aloud ; 

^‘Receive it, noble Gautama, and may the 
spirit of the Maguey which thou quaffest from its 
brim, impart its brightest fervour to thy ])oet 
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fancies, and to thy heart tlie verdure of spring 
time, which is typified by the hue of the gem,’^ 

A simulhincous burst of fipplarise responded to 
the generous sentimeivt, and testified the gcnei^id 
vapproA?<d of the act it acconijifinied ; and the 
youthful bard resumed his seat with the sensations 
of one wlio has passed an awful crisis, and ^?ecured 
a portion of that pojmlarity for Avlilch so many 
sacrifice life’s best gifts in vain. 

Would that I had aught to add to thy guer- 
don, O my' father, besides my true thanks,” said 
Ellen in a low voice to the king: ’Tis the offer- 
ing of the Inunble but, it may l>e, that the poet 
will not deem them on that account the less 
worthy.” 

They are dearer than tongue can tell, to 
Gautama,” said tlie sensitive bard, to whom the 
observation was taitlifully transferred ; adding 
with embarrassment : — 

Yet is lie covetous and importunate notwith- 
standing. If lie might speak, then would he say, 
the lady with the sunny couni enanco has that to 
grant which, of little value to her, would yet 
repay a more deserving strain.” 

Name it. ' said Ellen cpiickly. 

The flower in thy hair.” 

With a naive grace she immediately detached 
the ornament from the silky plait to which it was 
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fastened, and bowing with a blushing cheek, com- 
plied with the poet’s wish by placing it in his 
hand. 

The action, togejtluir with tlic sparkling glance 
that nccom])auled it, were nevt;r fi)rgottcn J>y the 
simple child of song; and long after, when t% 
cherished gift liad become but a sorry cmldein of 
one so frcslj and fur, he would inhale the fragrance 
that lingered in the withered leaves, and muse for 
hours in some quiet nook, s]>iimii)g wild fantasies 
in his l)iisy inaln, and holding commune with a 
bright ideal not inilike the giver of tlie flower. 

^‘Keep up the social flame, my children,” said 
the king, in tlie pause that {Succeeded; ‘Slrain 
every one of you his half-eini)ty enp, that it be 
replenl.'-lied to the brim. Time wanes, and w^e 
have our festive garlands on ; let ns be Avorthy of 
them !" 

The exhortation was quickly attended to, and 
a universal movement took j)laee among the ser- 
vitors, who hurried irom guest to guest with their 
ready pulque jars, which seemed to oiler a fer- 
tility of sujqfly that no demands eoiii<l exhaust. 

Sevvantus-walie had cast an eye upon one of 
these (ianyrnedes of the feast, a masked juggler — 
Avho appeared to hover somewhat pertinadoiisly 
about the upper ]>art of tlie tal)le, to the evident 
annoyance oj’ the officers of the royal household : 
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who claimed that station as exclusively flieit* own 

by virtue of their rank, which was far above that 

of the common menials, from whom they kept 

entirely aloof during the enterj;ainmeiit. 

* # ' 

Onge or twice, the warrior thought he could 

^t|etect evidences of a secret understanding between^ 

this individual and the high-priest, who sat at a 

short distance below; for after each glance, in 

that direction, the mask made a movement which 

’^brought him more opposite his own position, and 

ever closer to the back of Coni’ad’s scat. He 

observed also, that he eyed the cilp of the latter 

curiously, but by stealth, as if on the 'watch to 

refill it from a flagon which he held 

lie had failed once already in the attempt, 

being forestalled by one of the royal servitors, 

who, with no gentle action, thrust himself 

before the intruder, and secured the contested 

honour. 

Now, however, there was no impediment in his 
way; for in the general call of — ‘^flagons and 
jars ! flagons and jars, ho !” that succeeded, the 
masked assistant was forgotten, and, in an instant. 
Conrad’s cup sparkled to the brim with a fresh 
potation, and he raised it mechanically to his lips. 

The conference in the garden of the temple, 
with tlie ominous words he bad overheard, flashed 
like an inspiration upon the mind of the Mohawk, 
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who had been watching the whole proceeding, as 
a panther ready for the spring. ^ 

^'Di^gnise — banquet — wine,” he repeated to 
himself, catching uj|^ massive goblet with tlyj speed 
of thought: and ere it reached the mouth pf lus 
friend, the suspected draught was dispersed upon 
the floor, and the crystal vessel that contained It, 
shivered into fragments* by the force of a well- 
aimed blo\y. 

Then witli a wild war-cry the Indian bounded* 
over the tabic and seized the astounded juggler, 
who, before he could move a finger in his defence, 
found himself unmasked before the whole as- 
sembly. 

Well might his assurance desert him and his 
limbs quiver ,with dread, as all eyes Averc turned 
u{)on*him, and Ellen, with a shriek, sank fainting 
into tli^ arms of Unicum. It was the proscribed 
spy and assassin, — the vengeance goaded Bizon- 
ko-kok-bas ! 

. Confess, dog !” cried Sew antus, holding his 
naked knife to the breast of his prisoner, and 
forcing him back to the wall. *^Was there not 
poison in the cup? Speak the truth, else you 
dier 

It was not Bizon-ko-kok-has that di9 it,’* 
replied the other wildly, and half unconscious of 
what he was saying, as lie cowered abjectly 
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' beneath the fierce look of hia enemy : — He wav« 
beguiled to kill the pale face. 1 tell no lie; 
tlierc is another man at the root of this business.” 

“ Who ! Who !” cleinanded several of those 
preseut, in Dalicota, as tliey. arose in confusion 
an<l crOAvdeJ around tlie speaker with menacing 
looks. 

‘‘I cannot tell/’ was tlio reply; BizoR-ko-kok- 
lias is not a fool. He is a medieine-imni, and Jias 
♦done cunning things.” 

‘‘ The cunning of his whole tribe is as a spider's 
web 'to the Miupias. Listen, dog I'* Aiid*Se- 
waritiis whispered a few words in the prisomu's 
car which made his small sequmt orbs star! alnu^st 
out oi* their so(‘kcts, with amazenumt. 

ITa! ha I" lie cried, with a maniacal langli that 
sounded strange and unearthly to the ears oi‘ 
the revcdlers: ‘Mhe jMiopias are mighty strong. 
Thero is no way V'ai can liide IVom tluan — tlie 
wizard beai-sl Come ibrth like a man, Tngal 
Tamil), and let us sing oiir death .songs t(\gether: 
wo have sold our scalps!” 

Wliat mv'^lcry lurks in his words?” 

Tijc man ra's os.” 

Fear has deprived him of his understanding,” 
excla fined sc \ era! of the guests. 

What lias the Ingh-jtrie.st to do with his foul 
attempt ?” <lemaiided the king, who had relin- 



TOT KOHAOTS OF TOT 


quished hie fair change to Cojorad, and* 
with strong excitement, now came forward. 

‘‘ More than yo can belierc, 0 king!’’ answered 
Sewrfikas, turning calmly to the questionerfand 
pointing to the individual thus alluded to, whv^ 
still remained seated at the board, and mot the 
flamning imputation with a look of indigriMm 
BcoHi. a stranger, accuse Tugal Tanub of 
trea'^on to his country and a base' design against 
Ihe life of my wl litc brother. If my wordb arc 
fake, lot him stand up and prove them so to my 
face — I ImAc'said!” 

The bold impeachment fell like a tale of horror 
upon the heart of every one in that crowded hall, 
and they fell back, aglmbt and speechless, from 
the side of tlic aoeu'^(‘d, who ro^e proudly up to 
his full luMgbt, like a lion disturbed, and shak- 
ing tlie Jong locks from his hrovv, attempted to 
speak. 

At that moment the wild langli of the prisoner 
rang again through the chamber, and overcame all 
other boumk, Tlu'rc was a something in its tone 
that sent a jwtuic to the soul of the guilty priest; 
for Ills face turned ghastly white, and hi'=i lij) 
quivered convulsively. lie made a mighty effort 
io recover hiiu'-^df, but failed ; and, haunted by 
the mocking accents of his a<‘oom])lice, he was 
seized w Itli utter despair, and strode furiour^ly to 

VOL. nr. H " 



H6 tLATfON; OH, 

door, .striking down those in his way^ and dis- 
appeared before any one could preveilt hi^ escape. 

Confusion .and uproar succeeded* The cliicfs 
rushed out to collect the palace guard; the females 
were led, trembling, away; while Uuicum, calling 
his cluef councillors around him, depai^ted to the 
hall of consultation, with the prisoner in charge 
of several tTusty retainers of the Prince ^.)razin, 
who secunjd llcj detected s])y, when he w^as de- 
livered over to him by his caj)lor. 

In tlic lueiiJitime, juany of the more zealous 
adherents of tlie high-priest clamoured loudly, in 
protestation of liis imiocencc ot' the; charge brought 
against him, and sallied out into the city to 3uake 
known, ererywlicre, tlui (‘.xtraordiiiary circum- 
stance that hfid occurred. 

Thus, in little while, tlic banquct-liall >vaB 
deserle<l, and left, with its sparkling; treasun^s and 
trara]jl(‘-d garlands, to the; guardianshlj) of the stern 
t orch-bearers, w'lio seemed to liav(' caught a jmrtial 
life from the wild commotion of tlie Irmr, aiul to 
work tliclr features sfjasmodicnlly beneath their 
ilowcj'Y diadems ; as, stirred by the dra-uglit, the 
lights dared to and fro, afjd their sj^ectral ombres, 
playeal, in dismal pajttomiine, on the wuxll behind. 

Ellen, supponod by Conrad, and accompanied 
by Coijsocll and several of the lady -guests, left 
the palace soon after the sc(ine of festivity became 
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converted into onO' of turmoil^ and took refuge in 
* a retired gallerj^ or azotca, that ran along the side 
of the upper story of the palace, facing the 
was foimed by the flat roof of the ;wiijeipal 
range. • 

Here ':^y scattered themselves al>out in fright- 
ened I groujis, and caught witli many a wild fore*- 
boding'ythc notes of alarm thnl arrived in subdued 
murmurs from t he ditibrent ipiarters of the city. 

The romcnilmnice of the late cncut was also 
kept allvc^ by the uumsual brilliancy of the teniph^ 
fires wlilch were kindled into l>eacons of flame: 
and by the continual and melancholy boom of‘ the 
tunkoel f)r great alarm-drum, that thundered from 
the tower of the palace, and spi'oad the tidings of 
danger and warning to the i'mihest precincts of' 
the valley. 

All at otjco, howeyer, llie train] uilllty of the 
lake beneath was singularly invafhdl. Aimind 
the p)‘onjontory of the paiavje shot a- small ))iragua, 
]>ruj wiled by a single })addle with obvious haste : 
for the rolling waters in its track, catching tlu* 
light from tiie city, gleamed behind it like a train 
of*hre. ' 

But now a shout, as of a multitude, awoke the 
echoes of the surrounding shoi’cs, and immediately 
afterwards, wdth flarnbig torches and savage cries, 
a crowd of other ciraft C£ime also into view : each 
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CIIAPTEE XI. 

iijMOWS HOW 1'HK TALK-PACKS EVTrLOYKD THEMSEI.VES IN 
^ LAHUNZEL. 

Sevekal dfiys elapsed licforo tbe sensation, ])to~ 
duced by tlie cataBtrojdic just related, completely 
subsided. 

When, however, the ^luthorities had eKamiiied 
closely into tlu^ matter, they discovered suHieieiit 
to indue<' the people <^ericrally to ladieve that the 
cuiidiict o! tJjeir spiiliua.1 Icadei' wanuntefl tlie 
strongc'?! v.loubts ot‘ his integrity, and fully exoa- 
(.‘rated tluau from seeming severity in a proceeding 
which had driven him to the awful alternative we 
iiave. deserif >ed. And even the stauncdicst of his 
sup|)orterB were fain, at last, to couenr in the general 
opinion, that tbe fate of Tugal Tamil) was wrought 
out, I(‘ss by tbe agency bf man than of that Omni- 
p<It(Mjt Ihdng whose existence he had been the first 
to impress, how(?ver vaguely, upon their minds. 
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contributed mainty to this view of th(? 

^ case, was the confession of the a]iprchendcd spy — 
as they chose to consider him — which was shortly 
promulgated by the royal command, thr^^a^*hout 
the valley, by means of placards, in the figurative 
writing, and oral })roclamati6n by piil)lic officers, , 
ap})ulnted for the purpose, through an especial 
o]‘dinahce of tlie king. 

Tile shof-k whlcJi th(‘ Abcuake sustained, 
on tlie niglil of his apprehension, l.irought on 
a return of his old complaint; and for some tiihe 
afterwards no reliable detail of tlie dark scheme 
in which he had been engaged, could lie obtained 
from. Ins iiicoliereiit replies. 

When, however, Ijc became somewhat reeomtlled 
to a state of couliuement, which at first, excited 
him to a pit<’h of uricontrullaijle frenzy, they w eixt 
move sncc<jss,fiil with liim, 

Aiir" yet, witli a. mulisli pei’Acrshy and a sovc- 
rcigi., iiule{>cndcnoc of character wiach might have 
gained liim credit in a better cause, he would yield 
nothing to iiitiiuidation ; and only consented to 
entcu* into explanations with Ids captors, when, 
with shrewd tact and no little ingenuity, rliey 
aflected to underrate his powers, and drew him on, 
by goading Ids self-concei^ until he furnished an 
entire narrative of his proceedings ; irom thc^ 
'moment when, maddened by disskppointment and 
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rage, he set out pursuit of his escaped captive, 
on the buffalo plains eastward of the mountains.* 
r'’om tills it appeared that he had folio V\red the 
course vf Orazln, to the outskirts of the loftier 
range, where the clue was lost, when he continued 
to wander at random among the mazes of tlie 
defiles until his horse dropped from under him, 
I'rom sheer fatigue. After this, ho proceeded 
^till onward till his naked feet were lorn by the 
stones, when he cliaiiccd to stumble iq)on a track 
made by the mountain sheep, which led liim along 
the glaciers, over the crest of* the great barrier. 

Tbrectly after this it was, that ho (‘ell in wltli 
Conrad and his conduetor at the rendezvous wJici'e 
they bivouacked, and was thus cnal)led to make 
his way to the soeret entrance of tlie valley, by 
blowing chuiKlcstiucly in their rear. 

Tli(‘ir sudden disa])pearance there, although it 
pnz7J<‘d hiju very ururli, did not cause him to 
rcliiujuish the pursuit, llis was that blood- hound 
p<n‘tinaeity of int<!ntion that once lushed into 
keeuLK‘BS tuid pat ujuni the scent, never ceases but 
with tlu^ grip of the offender. 

IhifHed, hi coaling, half famislied, but not sub- 
dued, he liung about the neiglibourhood until the 
arrival of lh(^ r(‘Uirjiii1^ traders, when accident 
gave a, singular enoouiugeinent to his design. 

Being unable to reacli iJieir destination ere 
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nightfall, the travellers encamped among tlie hills, 
and early on the ensuing morning jn'oceeded {>n 
their way. Now it happened that one of thi 
mercliants was suffering severe pain, on account of 
a fracture in iJic lower jaw, from a fall r£?ceh(?d 
sojue time before ; wliich induced him to deJay his 
’departure from the place of camping, until the 
caravan had moved on. 

Mounting lu*s horse at length, he [)rocee(led 
Ituhurely up the defile, Avheii all at once, with a 
sharp growl, a grizzly l)ear sprung from a neigh-^i 
bouring thicket, and fastened its terrible claws on 
the loins and thigh of the traveller. 

Though taken uriawai'cs, and di‘(;adfully torn, 
the man retained his ])r(.*vsence of mind, and catch- 
ing u]) a sword-maee oi’ marpialniiti, tliat hung at 
Ins saddle-bow, lie dasl)ed it with fdl his mlglit 
upon the head of tlie monster... Tlien his horse 
look fright and started oil* and in an instant he 
was dj-agged from his s<‘at to the gvound, and 
struggling in the embrace oftbebear. 

Now Jb’zon-ko-kuk-has, from liis hiding pLu'c 
in the vicinity, had witnessed tlie ln<*idcnl : and, uoi, 
a whit disinclined to jwofil })y the misfortune oi' 
another, lue gave chase to tluj frightened steed, 
wliich, once out of <langcr, liegan to rr(>p th<* 
herbage, by the edge of the neumtain stream. 

The Mediclne-nmn saccceded, with some (liffi- 
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ct^lty> in catching the anljnah and vaulting iipon 
its Wch, coolly i^Stook his way to the scene of the 
sti‘uggl<3 ; tJicre he found the man already 
deads tind his ferocious adversjiry rolling'about and 
tearing up the ground in moj^tal agony, 

ho!’" chuckled the conjurer, ai^d while 
he enjo 3 ’’ed the contortions of the wovuidcd bear' 
he forryed his plan. Dismounting, he tjt-npped off 
his tattered clothes, dung them into the torrent, 
rejilaced them witli those of tb(‘ dc'ad mcrcliant, 
,*wrappcdhi$ shawl round his lace and thus tnms- 
figmxHl into his likeness, took a grinning faj’owell 
iff lu’uin, and put ting his horse S]H'e(l soon (ianie 
up with iho cavalcade, which li(‘ did not tJiink 
pro])or to join just then howen er ; so he remained 
in the rear, enjoying the contents of the dead 
manV'wallct until the liorn sounded, ajxd with the 
diMdension of tlje,\Nater, iho long file entered the 
mouth oft lie snlUiU'ram/in passage, when, mixing 
bold)} with tlic r(‘st, he (^seapcxl o])scrvation, and 
passed the guard at the ]>orta] 

But liLs sii)>si‘quent. b(‘wildcrnicnt, upon finding 
himseli' in a ci'owded city, where In,* could only 
procure the necessaries of life by the merest stealth, 
and was forced to prowh about in disguise, ait 
outlawed alieit : gave a sorrj'' turn to liis jirospccts, 
until lie in with llic high priest, the conse- 
quences of which we have seen. 
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' Gonrad, accompamed by SeWantne and Prince 
Oraziii, visited tlie prisoner fof the |)ur]^)Ose of 
endeavouring to mitigate the <Ieadly animt^(Bity 
the intin, 1)y showing that he bore him no prrsomi 
grudge for tH(^)art; ho had playcxb in the jcaiispi- 
racy against his life: for, that his destruction was 
coutemj)lated became fully obvious upon testing 
the quality of the liquid in the enB|,)icioiis flagon, 
wlxich being adniinislered to a tarnC >v olf, brought 
on a deadly languor without pain, and eaused 
death in a few hours. 

But llic sorf'orcT was seized with fury at the 
sight of liis former victim and liis Mohawk anta- 
gonist, and spat out his anathemas at them both, 
tvith the lualiguaiicy ol* a wounded snake, until 
Camrad relirujuislied his de.Mgii. 

Y(U he intei’cede*! in his behalf: ^id although 
death was the, p(*u;ilty adJii<lgo<l by the triluinals, 
for tin; double crime of secret lutrusio3i into tlic 
valley and an atrocious attempt upon the life oi‘ a 
guest; by dint of urgent entreaty with the king, 
Conrad succeeded in revoking tlu^ de(Ut*e, and 
saved the Hie of liis dangerous enemy. But 
although in this instance the point of a golden 
arrotv was not drawm across the portrait of' the 
condemned — the significant mode of* aflfixing th<^ 
sign manual of royal Sanction to llie judgments of 
the courts,— -Unicuin, nevcilheleBs, tvould not 
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conssent to the liberation of one who had it in his 
power to endanger the interests of his subjects to 
4 ^<rriGV 0 us extent ; and the wily culprit was accord- 
ingly .^^onsigned to imprisonment in ' a lonely 
(‘cil, Ivdlowed within the massive roof of the 
palace under tlic azotoas* There, sufficiently wcU 
cared for, and incapable of doing mischief, the 
good souls of Laliunzel ho])ed, as he had ample 
leisure to correct liis eccentricities and repent of 
his misdeeds, lie would become tamed clown to a 
rational 1 icing. 

Now it was tliiit Ellen began to devote hersejf 
to the imjiortani purpose which luid brought li<W 
to Lalmiizcl. For several Jjours, each dnv. 
suiToiinded by a chosen body ol* tlie jiriostlio 
jind the most learned of the scribes, 
engaged in coimm.ini(‘atiiig, orally, those^'' 
doctrines of the diristian religion which si ic i. 
h'urncd at her mother'- knee, and still rctaiiuxk 
witli the Icnacity of lier childhood. So that, 
in d(‘lanlt ui' any jirinied vccor<) o{‘ tlic sacred 
wj’itings, she was able to inijairt fo her eager 
neophytes, no uiiwo)*thy knowledge of* the [irinci- 
pal elements of a iaitli of which they liad never 
heard; and llu; simjile and devout training of the 
se<‘t 1(* which . lie belonged, capeeially fitted Ellen 
ior the task tiiat now devolved upon her. 

It v^asa remarkable scene indeed, to behold the 
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‘young maiden; licr serious face, kindled up with 
a holy enthnsiasm, as she announced to the grave 
oldm’s of the people, the attributes and com- 
mandmciHs of that niastci’ God vvliose ey\ tence 
liad been suggested, but who was never rev e:dcd to 
them ill ajperfect slm])e, till now. 

Wlm can fail to picture to liimselftlie emotions 
that must have tlu'llled through tliose listeners, 
when with solemn tenderiiess Ih^ girl related 
the story ctf the man God, his remarkable 
blrtli and mission u[>on earth; how he lived as 
none before or since hath, and how he died? And 
wlien she repeated to them the precejits l>y which 
nian was ordained, thencelbrtJi, to govern his 
and will the lost inheritance in the skies ! 
euch»sv.,, }<teni, the powerful au<i the amlntious, 
leaiTiliigj ev(‘r} Avhere, and oi’ each class — must 
winced at a do(annc w hkh enforced the 
virtue of humility, «ind gave tiKun no pr(dm‘nc(^ 
b(\y'>nd the poorest or most iiidbrtunatc of their 
fellow men! Yet, on the other hand, how would 
tlie obscure and lowly be lifted up and consoled ! 

Between the king and the bondsman, the 
young and boary-luMided, the ha[)py and aflilcted, 
a new' and closer alliance was promised, under tlie 
a7isplces of a v4pirjlual brotherhood. Within the 
circle of a code tliai. enjoined them to do to others 
as they would be done by, and to forgive tlnar 
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.enemies, seemed to be the summit of moral per-# 
fection, where each stood uponjievel ground. 

Nor was Conrad idle during this period ; for he 
aided Ellen in the good work, and helped to 
ex])laih the exact meaning of her words to 
Tazinco,' — by Whom they were careMly mtcr- 
preted, in the national language, to the [painters of 
historical designs, and hieroglyph] cal, symbols; 
who immediately recorded them, each in hivS 
separate niodc, with the ready materials of liis 
art. 

In the intervals of leisure also, accompanied, 
sometimes by hlllen, and aitcu'uately, by the king, 
Oraziii, or Tazinco: he visited every place of notc>* 
in tlie curious city in wlilcli lie was: and w/ 
he had arrivc^d at the end of his cxploratio' 
left nothlne: v itli which to slake the tlilrsU 
inqiiirv. lie fomid tha^ ‘he impression created, 
liis tirsT eulranc(‘ into this terra meounita. was not 
dimiuishe<l in the least, upon a ful her acquaintance. 

The rijyal palace, in it sell', ^vus well ^vortli a 
long and parhcular study. 

Jt lias been stated already, that the great, tri|de 
Terra (‘C, upon which the pile itself stood, was 
ajiproaclied t'l’om the city, hy crossing two quad- 
rangular courts or squares, surrounded by a range 
of buildings wliich, in the first instance, were 
apiwoprlated to the purposes of a bazaar or gnpid 
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fair, field once, during the national \vcek of five 
days. 

The structures that lined the inner square were 
of a more masteive and imposing ohameten 'T'liese 
were extensive and uniform in dcisign, the.Iower 
half presei|tiiig a row of colunms in j>airs, with a* 
second series placed against the wall heliliKl, hav- 
iTig rows of lozenges sculptured in alto-relievo, 
and a range of doorways alteraatlng hetweeu 
them along the whole front wliic.h they comprised. 
A.bov(* this, nrul resting on the outer columns,, 
jirojeoted a. heavy cornice and siq>erstriieturc. 
co\ r('(l iroui end to (Uid with symboli(j sculpture, 
and painted in a variety of colours. This edifice 
c.'xtended around three sides of the court whicJi if 
enclosed, and was devoted io llu* institutes oi' 
learning, and ihe different office's counect(Ml witli 
the Irunsiicliou of public affair-^. 

Tliere w<u‘C held tlic siftings of the different 
courts of' just 1 (^ 3 , and 11)0 gmnd ooumfils* ov(‘r 
whicli tliC king was accustoiuctl to ju'esidc. Hero 

* The most remarkable of the.se was called the Council of l^iusic — 
appiyiiiju: the term iu that coinpreheusive sense which, as with the 
Greeks, “ embraced ihe range of the line arts and whaUrver cmcred 
into the service of the Muses/' This tribuiiijil prcsidul over every 
branch of science and art, and difTered little from a similar instiru- 
tion founded by Nezahualcoyotl, the royal bard of Tezeuco — for u 
full account of which, see Prescott’s Coiuiuost of Mexico, Vol. 1, 
p, 153. 
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also M^ere the higher schools of science and art, 
and the abodes of the chief professors, together 
with file repository of the public archives. 

stiid(^nts, and statesmen ntet daily under 
the Uiiiirble ]>ortic()es, and discoursed upon various 
topics ; while the ])aved area in front was usually 
s}u*inklcd oxer with groups of otficers and men ol' 
rank connected wdth the royal household, or seek- 
ing an interview with the king. The extraor- 
dinary splendour of the s])cctaclc may be con- 
ceived tluTcfore, >vb(*n standing on the second 
terrace at the time of tlu^ busy gathering, wliieli 
took place regularly every fifth or market < I; j\ — 
the eye was perrnitied to range over the (juad- 
rangle of the inn(!r court, with its sparkling form- 
fains issuing IVoin tlie Inigc jaws of twisted ser- 
pents and gigantie cranes of gilded bronze ; its 
jjaiiHod srul})f lire mid inteniiinableporticoes, vdth 
tiieir thougiiUu] promcnatlcrs, together witJi the 
lively and gaily drc'ssed throng sc-attered in the 
op(m s])ae(js and un the lower tm'race that com- 
pleted the quadrangle. And when, beyond this, 
through tlie gateway and over the onelosurc might 
be descried tlie floAVcr-dccked piazza of the Tiaii- 
guez, its canals covered with ireighted piraguas, 
and Its pi(‘turesque and moving concourse; or 
when, pausing among the courtiers who lounged' 
upon tlic ])latform at the foot of tlie marble ter- 
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race, yoit glanced np at the royal abode, with its 
long range of columned piers and tinted imagery, 
its j>rojecting wings : the rich scroll-work of the 
cornices, the elaborate cliiselling of the upper 
story— the pure wdiiteland Jatlice-libc traocty of 
which gave an airy lightness to the stone ; and 
beliehl far back, like a great shaft sliootiiig up 
from the midst of the structure, the sf[uare tower, 
divided by bauds of mouldings, and turrettc*! on 
tluj summit, which, with the exce[)ti(>n of the 
central temple, was the highests^joint of the city : 
and oauglit the earliest and latest ray of the sun 
that seemed to sliinc^witli peculiar brightness 
u]K)n this last refuge of its worshippers. 

On ea-cli sid(‘ of the great courts, and tlaiiklng 
the terraces, were extensive gardmis, which, being 
continued along tJie liigh einl)anlvin(mt at the 
back oi' the palace, facing the lake, courril>nted 
with tlicir groves and shrul)hc}y to ludglitim tlie 
picturesque ap]/<‘ur;inc<- of lh(‘ wliole cMliiiee, when 
viewed from llie water. These sluuJy retreats 
wen? laid out with infinite taste, and displayed 
the manifold resources of a highly agricultural 
people. ^ 

Here were v.ast beds of flowuirs of the most 
brilliant buo, and medicinal plants systematically 
arranged and tended by professed botanists, who 
cultivated that brancli of science with a, zeal 
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unknown to the Europeans of the day. While 
the extensive space thus appropriated was inter- 
spersed with umbrageous groves, walks, gilded 
suii^mer-liouscs and fountains, the marble basins 
of >viiich were supplied \sWth fish, and surrounded 
by tosselated [datfbrins. 

The most interesting object in these private 
gardens was an clt‘gant pavilion of wood, the 
frame-work of which was riclily carved and])aitite<l, 
and inclosed by a coiiiplicated gilt lattice of rlie 
same material. tflus was an jiviary, and eon- 
Uiinf^ a large collection of ])irdb of the mo^t 
beautiful and rar(jst kiudeip that llew frojii tree to* 
tree, and built their nests, and filled the neigli- 
bouring groves with dulcet w'arl)lings, as though 
they enjoyed the r ality instead of the semblance 
of Irecdoiii. 

tbe jdumage these birds was of the 
ricbe'-t and most costly dcscri[)tion, m.ajiy being 
brought from countries within the tropics, and 
procurcal at a great j)riec, tJieir leathers, as they 
moulted, were (‘arefully collected, and used in the 
manufacture of the gortrOous feather painting 
alread> «^pokell of*. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

THE CBNTRAl, C II AMR Ell. 

But the iuterior of thh Toyal striictiire itself 
was the chicif attraction : jirescnting as it did, with, 
its endless maze ol* omamonl, a world of Labour 
and design. And the elaborate painting and 
sculpture with which each chamber, corridor, and 
open court wixs einbellisbcd Imd a symbolic mean- 
ing attaclicd to it, well known to those learned in 
the liicroglyphical system of the Lahuuzels ; so 
that, apart from mere decoration, these (unblar 
zoned ligures served the purpose of a universal 
chronicle. Thus the w^hole pile was a colossal 
book, as it were, with avails for pages. It was an 
illumimited encyclojiiedia of stone, illnstrati^ e of 
the traditions, theology, and acquirements i/f tlie 
Lahunzels. 

One clmmber was of a character distinct from 



1 f)4 ELLEK CtAYTOK ; OB, 

and occupied the lower part of the tower, 
whicl> was of a very massive construction: as 
though intended to outlast the rest of the pile of 
which it formed the nucleus — such was the tliick- 
ness^^of its walls. 

Let us enter this chaiuh(;r, so strongly environed : 
this . secret heart of the palace — unseen, with 
Conrad, 

It was a spacious hall, vaulted with that sort ut 
arch peculiar to the ancient Aniericans, and 
formed hy approaching the walls triangularly 
from a certain point, and uniting them overhead 
by a layer of horizontal stones. The rhle? 
were incrusted throughout 'with line white ee* 
ment, without any projecting ornanients on ilu' 
lower juirt, which was divided from the up])cr ht 
a plain c(;rnice (d' stone at the base ol’ tlK‘ sloj»ing 
arc'll ; exc'cpt a range meda-llion frames, in alto- 
relievo, containing ]K)rtraits, on prepared skin, of 
the successive kings ol* the valley. 

ihit beyond this the vaulted tcfdiiig was c-oveued 
with symbolic figures, hi stucc.o, arraugc^d in com- 
partimmts, and jiainted with the most livc*]}'^ cc lours 
so ])la<‘ed as to give that particular effect whieli the' 
Egy ptians also rshtained by the skilful combination 
of a lew simple hues. 

The Hoor of the cliambar Avas composed ol' v ari- 
ously coloured marbles, curiously inlaid : and 
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around it, at some distance from ^ the sides, were 
ranged a number of gigantic stittues, differently 
arrayed, with plumed crowns, feather-robes, and 
jcu^'cljy <.)i' t1?c most exquisite workmanship. 

TIu‘^c were the hero-kings and demi-gods of 
antiquii} , among whi>ui, Cotinurs conductor^ Ora- 
yj?j, (u oat the .nyr^tmions Quetzalcoatli or 
FvatiM.T(‘d Serpent, a.'^ hi' .ianie implied, who was 
'iippose«j to iiavi' dominiun over tlie Avlnd : as was 
bv ihe devieijs on the ])ainted sliicld 
‘Miu ]< wriled scejttre which in* bore. 

Conrad gazed with lively interest upon this 
m ijestie figure with its gulden crown shaped like 
in aiieitnit helmet — and collar and ear-rings of 
for it av<is tlie representation of tJiat 
n lido-v imaged. I»earde<l man, who, in lime of old, 
inr, ed f’-om uie north, and laugltl the nations of 
.\o;d>i»::'/ th<- of eivillzatioii, ajid tho folly of 
makiiej any oilbrings upon tin ‘ir altars, save those 
,s:' ,;Htd Ihnvers ; and of v.diose lineage both 

Elhm and Ifmuseif were ^up])Osed to be. 

Dehmd tlu se statues, in a row ttgaiusi the wall, 
vver<* "trinds oi’ wood elaborately carved, and con- 
iainine each a glittering hxul of treasuri^; eon- 
dstijrg ol'gohlels, vases, and waiaj)ons of all kinds, lo- 
gtainn wdlt diadems, sceptres, necklaces, and other 
ornamenii', tlic whole presenting an inestimable 
masN oi gem- ae.d jM-eeious luctals; the collection of 
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ages by the prmco© of Lahuuzcb and constituting 
the regalia of the sovereign* 

In the midst of tliis concljvve of sculptured 
" giants: this museum of antique art, where, to the 
eyes* of Conrad, all the riclieft of the earth ap- 
peared to be gathered together — ^vvas a raised dais 
of fttone, iip(m which stood, in grim slitqdicity, 
the Colossal Ma^'todoii. the guardian of tlio dc- 
Rceodants of the Ulmccks, the moRt honourable 
of the three tribes; n(>t fasbioued by hiui),m 
but by the hand of the great aroliitect him-'clf, in 
ihamielled bone. 

There it stood, perfect in eveiw limb and ril>, 
wd\eu, elothed with nouelo and i(plet»* with ^ita! 
(uergy. it ^tall.id ilnomd) tin fon‘stN long 

ere they ^et v>wjed tiu '•‘wen lind v ol ibe uewl}- 
erected man. 

The Inno'' <>( tin ’mien of a raet‘. now 
i \1n)Cl, w(ri higlil\ poli'-hul and deej)ly nn- 
browiicd v\itii and linlvc^^ 0>j.(dK] bv sorhei 
fittiiig' of gold, s<» lint tlu‘\ foid<[ b( t.doai asun- 
d(n and r(HUA(d; and in tbi-^ manner it had ae- 
^eompanied tlie iatliers of the tiibes in all liieir 
vva))dt linos, frum a jieriod to uhieh tradition 
'-(•ar(‘e]^ naelaMl. Imt whieli wa^ lalliwed to be 
tt>iwal wilb the last living trace ot the bacred 
(|nn<lrupe(L 

It btood on it;r marble pedestal like a great 
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spectre, gautit and we]^)ik^. m the ligfit of the 
torch <3s which the two visitors carried to illmni- 
nate the cavern ed chamber. A relic of an ancient 
world ; a product of creative vigour, wlicj^i nature 
gave birth to forms, seemingly disproportion<?d to 
the spliera in which inmi was soon to claim a more 
extfMided rule ; — wd\oso crumbling remains* are now 
tin* dust ^^^hcreou we tread. ITossns of the 
glacier and rock, on whoKse ^v inding-slioets are 
insorihod chainictcrs more* elo<|nent tlian those of 
sarcophagus or mummy wra]>[uug — of a former 
r\.h’l(*ii('e and an overwhelming power! 

( ■oiovK-l gazed up at the cycloi>oan form and at 
ihe gi'cat statues in their pauo})ly of feather- 
work and gold; the dazzling hoards on every side, 
and the liorid decorations of the vault, ib a sort of 
uioclianii al stupor that, oxlroi.-ted .surjaase. In 
that i»u;uau?tu if the \^'vy lu'ago.- witli the ex- 
tiuauds ha<^ sud<leni\ Ikcouh' ptf^-esstH,) of the 
i’lcuhv ot* h^'e. and slepped tfal)i to gr(iet liiiu at 
ins outrau'.a'* he would have- eoneeivcil the act to 
he in uui>sou witli iivery thing iu titc secret cham- 
ber. It seemed to traijsport him away into the 
liidden cave of German romance, where the genii 
sat entl\roue<l: aiidt>verawu>d him with the senti- 
ment of a mighty past. 

TIku'c Avcrij giants in the time of that crea- 
ture,” said he, }>otntiug to flic imiBsivc tusks and 
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ot Vhe skeleton, nrhose footstep would Jiave 

V* wr «i,ed ft inftHu ' 

"" The son; of the jfeatherc serpent is right/ 
answered Orazin, in a lo^ voice, but the Mone- 
fetUUms power ; look 

And holding the torch he carried closer, so that 
the light foil directly upon the skull of the animal, 
Coiirad saw upon its forehead, the impression of a 
red hand ; this was repeated also upon the central 
.4one of the arch, directly abo^'e. 

“ What is that ? ” he inquired. 

“ The mark of Unicum, ray father/* replied the 

Prince : It is the custom of the kings of this 

% 

valley, before they arc crowned, to put tlienisclves 
under the protection of the old inhabitant ^vhu 
stands before xis, and they do so in that fashion, 
by ])ntting paint n]M)n their right hand and press- 
ing It (»n his brow, and on tin; key vStone above, — one 
for a pledge and one t‘or a spell — Thus do they 
beoouH‘ saered, and privileged to rule over the 
tribes of the Kelis-kopun and Tonatiuh : the kin- 
dred people. Tlie spirit of the Monusekos, my 
brother — is a spirit of power!*’ 

We would Avlllingly conduct the reader to many 
othcT places of interest, in this aboriginal city. 
To the (piarters of the descendants of the Tolt ccs 
and Aztecans, iii which the best artisans were to 
be found, and whefB specimens of the various 
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iimniifacturcs wi^re i^'cscrvod ii.i a part of tlio. 
council liall — To the gyiimjisiuin, fi-oru t])r 
para]l('] wallrf oi* wliich ])n»iect(‘(I tlie f^rcni f^tone 
riiii>;s tlir<niL;'h wliieh the ])laycj'.s in flie national 
game* of lljirlilli, strove to (h'ivc' the eaoiilMioiiii 
laill. 

AVe would grKi(‘ with hhii in a. senl[>liired skit)*, 
along the eanals and niuiei* the fii ry In'idges, and 
pa-'t. the eJiis'Tled fteades of tlie palae.es of the 
eaeitjiu's: the lerraiaal gi*ov<;s, the ilat-roided 
d\v(‘[lifigs t>f tie' eitizens n])<»n whicli they ionngtMl 
and often re[>o.sed — thegr(*ar, pyramidal (devations, 
eovm't'tl with symholie sen!ptni*(‘ and Ifighly 
eolonred, on wlneh t]i(' ten]])l(‘s stood witli tladr 
gihh'd pinnacles and ahar.-^ of AVe would 

stroll with him through the tlnnxaighfares, noting 
tlie ddle]'(‘nt eo>tMme.‘-, (ht' tr).-! :ngni>hlng tj’ail*', 
the manners and eu.-ttme ot’iii'- a.-.-oeiated trihe^: 
jnr! fa\' 0 (tr Inui with a di'^.-ei ta l ion pei-t'ltanetn on 
their /■*>'‘ia; :snd p«*ijtw lint tetl ilia? u e 

ha\e lingered already, sullicient 1 \' long toi his 
]>atienee, among the Lahiiiizeis. 

Xor ean AS'e hope to ind)ne otlea'-^ ^v'ilh mor'<' 
than a fei'hle j)ortion oi' the strong and ( raving 
jjitoiH'sIs we had iigevery thing that r(date> to the 
perished i'ae('s w!j«»se mim'd eill(‘s st rew the forests 
of tlh‘ we srej’j) hemisjjiit're : unnoted mid uiUMrcd 
f'or h\' the d<\g(‘n('rat<‘ S[ianiard whose puny (diorts 
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they seem to mock, wltli their A^astness and labour 
of detail ; wliicli, after centuriefe of oblivion, are 
only now ap[)ealing to the anti([uary and awaken- 
ing his sympathies for those of whose h)rmer 
existwicc, genius, and overthrow, they furnish the 
sole memorial. 

Still lie may plead *gnilty to a little of that 
enthusiasm wltli wlii(*h Avclove to call together and 
re-arrange the .s(‘attercd elements of a system 
different from oiir own; the growth of a new 
eontincnl, unlcpie, indejiendent, and sufficient not 
only for the natural wants, hut for the luxuries 
and reilneiueiits of jiolished life. 

The mournful sense (»f those desecrated abodes 
lias hovered about our heart for years, haimting it 
like a dirge. ,.Tlie shralcs of the aiieient inhahita nts 
an' stalking iortJi. in these later days, with a de- 
minid ni'justiei; tVom th-‘ jiale-faees, lor what they 
wc'j'e and wliat tliey suflcred ; — shall they not ha\e 
il , ill till' nanu’ oi’ (j|od 1 

This liii; liii]<elled us to the ellbrt, fcchlc as it 
is, ofeaslivig Jrom our own shoulders a fraction of 
tlie aiHesIral debt, by stri\ing to breatli again 
lif(^ iiilo the trodden clay, and to fill once more 
with tlieir iincicnt denizens, the mansions of a 
forgotten })eoplc.* 

Tluii llie reader may convince himself tlie picture here given 
of tlie aiieient American civilization is no fantastic creation of our 
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own, we refer him to the pages of Gomara, Bernal>Dia2, ami a 
host of other (ihroniclcrs of the Spanish conquests in the west : as, 
likewise, to the more recent labours of Dupais:, Lord Kings> 
borough, Baron Humboldt ; and, above all, to Stephens' account 
of his wonderful discoveries in Central America and Yucatan; and 
to Prescott’s History of the Conquest of Mexico, a v/ork that com- 
liines the usual qualities of an able narrative with a vigor, rich- 
ness, and novelty of material, scarcply to hi^ surpassed by the most 
stirring drama or the wildest lictions of a romance. To the 
researches of this accomplished writer we arc indebted for no 
little aid in presenting a sketch of an Indian city, such as existed 
in the tiim; of Cort<;s and his companions. 
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(MIAPTliK XIII. 

U I- < J O'i >r I Kh Cr.N'l T K'l . 

I ! 1.: tiiln ^wilUv \vh!i f\uira(.l nml 

nrrro) ! h‘(I * "}' Th<'\ t(‘<»k no noiic^c* <-( 

A liilr 'i l>‘, ili<‘ (hu”K\< 111' tlu'ir .sir!\‘n 

and \vilh('a(h otlirr. lime is idr tla 
\virtrh(‘<L — aial tlu'y iv laipjiv I 

I 111.- tin- rlijUK'd iiii(MniM‘iou.'-ly away, 

j'ad (!•.• iVi-i (d* aj»j>i’oa(‘Llriii,‘ winter, roMaMl 
it wa.", <»t hair its? usual l«a.rrm> in that 
-h<*!tu\ 'i i . iiinn. willK‘rt‘d tiie fiuwurt-^^ aiuislj-ij>(a*<l 
the n*-. - III tlu* I.H‘auti(‘iil u'ardeus ol' ihr ])alat*n 
whri-atlu* tw<> lovers jiassed the o{’ llu-ij* 

lei.'iire houi>* 'onietiiues alone, l)ut oiU'uer, in the 
r,)iiipaii\ of Sewaiitus and tin* dllKnaaii uy^embers 
w'f tin royal fhiuily, who listened witli wonder to 
what ituy w(-re told of the unknown couiOrv 
iVoui Aviaaioe the fair-faqcd strangers had andero«l. 
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ami in n'lnrii, would relate some wdld le^^end, or 
sinn^ a ])laiutive lay of tlieir own primitivt^ LimL 

vSewantus-walie was tin.' only one wlio seemed 
to feol that this was not a])eri(»d of repose ; tor he 
would wander hour after hour by himself TlmHio'li 
l]>e yToyes, absorbed in meditation, and h»nginir 
]U‘rehaue(‘, liki' a eaged diMT, t*ov tl\e freedom of 
(b(' wihhu'ne^s again. Ills nature, it must ]><‘ 
eonfessed, yas at ntter varianer with the life of 
with whom lie was. Tie bit soim'times, 
Ir.ili' ^tliled in the elos(' atmospliere in v, hieh tln^ 
h of so many thou-!u..!- mii:eb‘d ; \',b'h' the 
een-tant husth^ «.>f the ]>oj)idons eb\ dbtnibed 
the ealmiK'ss of a soul that had ree('Iv('(! (-arly 
impressions in ihv* wigwam of tlte hunter, and 
aeipaired a tone of* the great solitudes inwhieh Jie 
wa^^ bred. 

It miglit he that tlie Indian ijined for the siubt 
of the kimlred f’aees from whieh lie had laen 
.separated ^o long: tor in all tiu' world,, thmv is no 
more anhmt lover of home and fatherland than the 
noma,d(‘ hunter of the West. Or it might he that 
a sense, ol* Inferiority weighed upon him, amidst 
a peo])le so cultivated, ami jiossessing eomforts and 
luxiiri(‘s, of ^ whieh he had known neitluT 
existence nor the want, previous to his arrlAal in 
thai wonderful little kingdom. But if stich were, 
the case, It only showed that his susceptibility was 
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greater tlian citLor liis stoicism or his national 
pride : which he would have l)''cn loathe to allow. 

In the meantime, Tazinco made another trip to 
llic country of* tlie Daheota, and by him Conrad 
sent mtclligencc^ofiiis safety and success to his old 
associates; l)idding them to be of good cheer, 
and tliat ho would return to them again, after the 
frost — intlie moon when, the geese lay — the month 
of A])ril in the jdiraseology oi* the Sioux ; M'hon the 
snows being melted from the Upper plains, they 
would be enabled to commence tlioir journey 
homeward. 

This was an arningcanciit which, after mature 
delihcratioii it Vra< concluded to adopt, as it would 
obvIat(^ the necessity of wintering cn rouie ; fior 
even were tliey to set out, foriliwith. on their 
return eastwaTil, the < '■nifort of their tA‘nder coin- 
paiiion would coiiij)el ihc ])arty to lay by during 
the rigoroirs s<‘asoii now close at hand: and 
I'hlcn might no(. iliid, between the mountains and 
the sea, su(h kindly slicdtcr and attention as she 
then enjoyed. 

It was so gi'atefiii to her to be at ])cacc, aller 
all slie jiad .aiftered, that she jell no desire to 
abridge the [leriod of her stay th(iA*c, where she 
had a sacred duty to jicrform, and vvdiile her 
friend was l»y her side. Indeed, at times, she 
thought tliat she could be contented to remain 
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altogether in that quiet valley. It is so soothing 
to a dependent licart to know itself an ohject ol 
general syin])athy and regard ; and such was 
Ellen in Lalnmzeh 

The exiled orphan found horscilf, all at^'once, 
tlie idol and cynosure of a jieople; hut she shrunk 
iroiu all ])ul)lic dls})!ay, for she was not aiiil)irioiis, 
and would gladly escape Iroiu the state and lux- 
urious festivity in which she was obliged to take 
]uu% o(!caslonally — both at tlu* royal table and the 
eutertainuieuts given by the t'ai'hjues and nobles, 
in h(*r honour, to the ]>rivacv of lier domestic 
life. It suited her far bettor to sit in some shady 
bower of tlie terra(‘e garden, trin* woman as slic 
was, witli licr baud resting in aiiulher s ; listening 
to the songs oi‘ birds and tln^ wlnspenhig* ]»lud) of 
the fountains. 

It was the time of the winlcr solstice, wi>en 
nature ])nts on thi'livcjy i)!' decrepitude, and the 
sun looks dim and sisorn of its usual radiance, as 
it glimmers forth tojuTsido over the', shortest day. 

The dreary cud of Eeceniber hrougdit with It 
rain "and gloom, and spreatl au awful a])prelicn.-‘l(in 
over tlic land. The i)eoj)Ie of the va!h‘y r(gai*(l(‘d 
the melancholy eoiicoiniiants of the season a-^ 
portents oi* the ap])roaching dissolution of alf 
things; for immemorial tradition had d{'elar((l 
that the time \vould arrive, when the sun should be 
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oblltemtecl from the lieavcns and the darkness and 
<.‘,oj] fusion of chaos rei^n ai^ain over the universe ; 
a calamity sii])])osed to have occurred already 
a I foni* distinct j)eriods, when t he human race and 
('very living thing had l)een swept away. — And 
that this final coiisuiniuation was to take place, at 
the (‘oinph'tion of the cycle, which, according to 
their chronology, consisted of fifty-two years; and 
wiiieh now, with the current year, was ah(uit to 
close. 

The last week sped hy ; a week consisting of 
live intercalated days, added to make up the Adi 
conij)]cniciit of each solar rcv(»lutIon of tlinu; 
hundred and sixty-five. Tliese were accounted 
] particularly unfortunate, and I prolonging to no 
month or moon, were termed xona-kaha-kin or 

days withoin name;” and stood In cyjdiers on the 
calendar. g 

Thejv was fasting and lamentation and jn-ayer 
throughout tliis unpj-opitious Vveek until the cdose 
of the last day ; the day of doom, in tlie belief of 
the i>t*ople ol* Laliiinzel, who gave themselves up 
to despair. 

TIk'v ei’owded in thousands around the shrines 
oi‘ the city, with torn garments and dishevelled 
hair, su])])rieating the all-potent Deity, of whom 
tliey liad lately heard, to s])are them from the 
universal destruction about to Ijappcn in the w^orld ; 



THE NOMADES OE THE WEST. 


177 


and took a strange pleasure in forestalling it, by 
breaking the amulets, in whose virtue they no 
longer trusted, and their household goods and 
valuables, wliich ’were liccoinc a niockery ; 
reminding them, too painfully, of a life that had 
reached its allotted term. 

» And whoa they beheld the fading luminary 
withdraw its last beam from the frowning heavens, 
and fall below the mountain ])eaks that reared 
themselves between, and with their iey ]>halanx 
seemed to bar them out at the same time troiu tlie 
hope of mcrey and the light of day, they rushed 
in terror through the city, erying, — ! wo! 
The wheel of time is eomj)lcteJ The ser])ont has 
ac(‘<nnplivshed its flight ! wo ! wo ! The burner has 
extinguished the tire !” 

And ill (\a(*]i house, and upon every altar they 
quenched the flame, and veiled the faces of their 
women, in cxjiectation of the universal death. 

Tlu* three friends stood amid a mighty throng, 
on the up[)er terrace of that lofty Icanple Avhieh 
Unlciim had (‘rected to the Cause of causes — 
The uiirevealed God. Not apart- were they, in 
syinjiathy and painful solicitude, from those around ; 
for the awful presentiment that sufficed to pros- 
tratc a whole people so completely could not fail 
to cast upon their souls a portion of its sliadow. 

What, if it were indeed no fable of an ancient 

I 3 
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stiperstltion— and there would be no more day ? 
Graeious Heavens ! The horror of the thought 
bent them, the two muted one^, like the force of 
a giant hand, down upon their knees, to await in 
prayer the summons to tlic eternal judgment. 
But Sewantus remained erect, with his face aloft 
and his arms folded, stern and inflexible as a statue; 
though there was gri(d* and nameless terror in his 
soul: and in every Iflast of wund, irom the snow- 
covered hills, he heard the dreadl'ul sentence of the 
Great Spirit, proclaiming death and devastation : 
or felt the rush of ihe accursed genii whom, they 
said, were about to dese«*nd and take i)ossevSsion of 
the world ! 

In the o])en air and the darkness they watched 
for midnigiil with their eyes fix(.‘d uj)on the 
Pleiades, the arrival of whicli at tlie zenith, 
would (hmote the concbision of tlu; <‘yc]e. 

IIow sublimely shone those clusterc^d stars ! 
liow they glistened in the vast liianament, — the 
serene obscure! Tlierc was a comj)osnre in tlieir 
very tAvInkle that gave the gazers hope ; an 
cnerg-y, glowing, subtle, and intense which did 
not spcaik of di uth, Conld such glorious tilings 
be swept away for ever, cnisliod like mere 
s])arks hy the lia ud ? 

The eonstedlatioii is beaming now dii*ectly down 
upon the holy tower. It has reached the extreme 
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point in the arch of niglit. It hangs suspended. 
There is not a breath in that vast crowd. Gods ! 
It is motionless ! Xo, for it has passed tlie 
meridian, and they are saved ! 

This was not the cycle (jf the fatal #close. 
Honour to the straiiger s God — the Everlasting — 
a new era had dawned! 

Then burst foiili a shout that reached ironi 
steep to ste(‘p of that ni(»untaiii-land ; a sliout of 
joy, and gratitude: and deliverance, from mortal 
agony. From each temple-mound, terrace, 
house-top, and gatheiing-[)lace of the crowded 
city; and from every hamlet and scattered fane 
tliroiighoui the vale rang forth that exulting peal: 
and the precipict‘s and solemn glaciers echoed 
back the wadconie cry that gave ]>romise of sta- 
bility to the natural s<du‘me, and told that tlu‘ 
sun not bIoti(‘d out, ])ul would rise again at 
the pro[)ei‘ tinK% to give light, leitility, and joy. 

The prl(‘^ts, ])v the inctioii of waxxl, after the 
])vimitive manner of their tirst parents, kindled a 
faggot into flame : and each individual ligliting his 
torch at tlic consecrated pile, cai’ried the nrw fin 
into his home, and the hcaiilis of the Lahun/xds 
once more sent forth brightness and warmtii, and 
tranquillity w\as restored. — J»ut upon the altars 
of the temples the fickle element was beheld no 
mctt'c; for they had been told that it wars for- 
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bidden to bow down before any graven image, or 
the likeness of anything in earth or heaven, and 
that the material was no fitting ty})e of the soul 
of the universe, — the true and invisible God. 

Sovthey relinquished the worshij) of fire for the 
purer spiritual light, wliich with the opening of a 
new era diftused a radiance around that ])hysical 
nature alone could not give. To them the world 
was truly regenerate ; but the change was in 
their hearts. 
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CHAPTEK XIV. 

“ Oh I that those lips had languat^c ! Life liath passed 
Witlj^me hut roughly since 1 saw thee last.” — Cowj’Ek. 

Co^lLVD and Ellen sat by the hearth in their 
])rivate u])artuient m the jxalaco, refreshing them- 
selves with the cli(‘('nng glow of tlie renewed fire, 
after the ritual we have described^; and, as the 
former, buried in momentary thouglit, gazed 
vaguely at his companion’s dreSv'^, lus curiosity 
was suddenly attracted by an ornament suspended 
from the iicek of the maiden : on which the fire- 
light played as on a surface of glass. 

Now his emotions can be conceived, wlien, 
upon examining it this proved to be that identical 
miniature portrait of his mother, which, as the 
reader will remember was torn from liis breast by 
Bisoii-ko-kok-lias on tlie morning when already 
stripped and bound for tlie sacrifice lie had been 
rescued by Salexis : as related in the first part of 
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this story. To the immediate interrogatives of 
how, when, and where she Lad become i)os8esse(] 
of this pnecious refic, Ellen no less surprised than 
her lover, replied : 

“ "'/erily, Conrad, this amazes me. Little did 
1 think when that unfortunate man who made 
me captive, threw the trinhet unto me one djiy 
in his rough fasliion, saying, ‘ wear this ; it is a 
charm of the ])ale-faces,’ that it would have such 
power to move thee, Neitlier did I imagine, 
when I lelt my heart warm nnt<> tlie gentle 
beauty of the face, and would gaze u])on it until 
the tears came, as happened more than onee ; that 
it w.'is tl)e Image of that beloved mother of wliom 
thou hast sj)oken to me so ol'ten, my friend. 

‘‘But still I (hrrislied it, nuknowiiigly, as a 
remciiibranec ol'a (diristian land; and for that it 
looked like su(‘]i a h»av tiling among the har- 
barlans. An i dioiig’i T laid it aside with my 
travelling aj.j/arel, and forgot to sl)ow it thee 
belore : last night in onr affliction I hethought me 
of It, and placed it here that it miglit act as a 
spell and relieve my anxious i'cars, as in my help- 
less solitude I used to think it did. Take it, 
dear Conrad, it is thine; and the hlcssing of one 
wholoveth thee, ev^cn as she did, go with it also!” 

l>ut C<mrad i)ut back the extended hand and 
clasped the s[)eakcr to his heart. 
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‘^Kccp it^ belovexV^ said he; it prove 

still thy comfort and safeguard liereaftcr, as it 
has been. I do truly believe it to have been 
miraculously ])rescrved solely unto this end: and 
that rhe spirit of tlm mother has kept watcKover 
the beloved of lu‘r child. 1 would not disturb 
the hallowed sp(‘lb tlicrefore let the pfeture 
remain where it is, Elleu ; tli(;re is no shrine 
more worth v the trust, for in thee halPfe 1 often 
beheld hej*. 

The iioodgate of a stream almost dried up was 
opened afresh by tills incident, and with tJie fea- 
ture.'s of one, once so wdldly mourned, tb(‘ sw'eet 
houseliold memories wdtii wlileJi they were asso- 
ciated reeovere<l tlieir old sway, and ohiiterated 
for a time every otlier im[)r(^ssiou from Corirad’KS 
heart. 

Ill the rapture of liis laiify he w'as a cliild 
again, and lay Avitli his li^ ad in ln> mother's laj) 
wliile she sang to him sonu* old song of* the 
fatherland : her hand fondling his curls. 

?Vgaiu, he stood hy the side c»f the Hudson, 
and gave her that hrst farew ell, inartieulate with 
grief, wdien she departed u])on tlie tatal voyage 
that had wrecked his early ]>rospe(‘ts and severed 
his domestic ties. Across the after portion of his 
career he looked back to that early time as a 
traveller, who catches afar oft' a gliuipse of his 
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native home nncl indulges in the pleasant feeling 
of anticipated rest. 

Alas ! what to him was the fervour of such a 
dream where recollection lent no staff' to hope, 
and Miily gave to distance an exaggeration that 
tantalized his* orphaned heart It wavS with a 
sigh that he turned himself away from the vision 
of those bygone days. 

Nevertteless a direction was given to his 
tJioughts : and he now felt within liim a growing 
desire to return to his country, and looked eagerly 
forward to the period agreed upon for their de- 
parture from the vallc}’. 

“ There is nature in it, my brother,’’ exclaimed 
Sewantus, to whom Conrad avowed this feeling. 
“I could not rest myself in a foreign land. It 
is good for a ratin to dwell where hivS fathers 
dwelt and to lay his bones beside theirs when his, 
hunting is done. My lieart is on the path of the 
sunrise. — Let us depart.” 
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CHArTER XV. 


THE jrUlLEE — AND THE NEW LAW. 

Foil tliirtccii cliiys after the coiiinicucemeiit of 
tlic new (‘yclcj there was rejoiclug in Ijahiinzel. 
It was the great juhil(‘e, whieh, once in fifty- 
two years, celebrattHl the frcAi n'spite of th(3 wMirld 
from its unalt<*rahle fiat of destnielion and renCAval, 
at certain nerlods of its age. 

in the finest ralincnl and decked with 
garlands of llowers, th(‘y feast(‘d and danced, and 
lu*ld [mblic games, in honour of the new-born 
earth, and the glorious pros})ect lately held out to 
them through the fulfilment of the ancient pro- 
phecy concerning the children of (^netzalcoalll. 

And now it was the last of the iiit(Tcalated 
davs ; — of the thirteen that vstretclnal, as it were a 
bridge between the two centuries, formed of tlic 
lected fragments of past time, without which 
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the calendar would liavc been incomplete and false. 
And on the threshold of the new epoch they re- 
solved, by a soleiiui demonstration, to put them- 
sei under the immediate auspices of the Great 
Father who was liigher than the sun itself, and 
before all time. 

On tliat morning, the grand avenues loading to 
the temjde, were filled Avith a dense concourse, 
Avaiting the hour Avhen, according to previous ])ro- 
clamation, the gates of tlu', sanctuary would be 
opened to the admission of such as wished to take 
part in the grand ceremony of inauguration ; and 
when the king, and the i)ricsth()od, and the ca(‘i- 
ques — tlie Avisest and worlliiest of the nation — 
Avere prepared to render lannage to tlui supreme 
Lord, and to consecrate the tables of tlie new laAv 
Avhich had announced itself, in Avoids of light to 
the allied people. 

This vast teoealli, occupying, as it did, the cen- 
tre of a large s])acc situated^ in the heart of the 
city — towards AAlii(h point, the great thorough- 
fares eonveyed, like rays to a common focus, aa^is 
a ])romincnt objci-t from CA^cry quarter of the 
densely populated region, upon aa Inch its summit 
looked down. 

Nor Avas it nuAvorthy, in itself, the sublime 
thought that had led to its construction. 

In the midst of a spacious area Avlicrc the prin- 
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cipal streets terminated, a ma>S8ivc stone wall was 
seen, stretching on each side of a lofty archway, 
wliich rose in a point, and was bordered by a band 
of twisted sei’pcnts, sculptured in high relief^ 
covered with featliers, iusl(‘ad of scales; the huge, 
jaws of the monsters extending towards the I'ront, 
and containing between them the image of a hu- 
man head. It was the [)lumed snake — tlic em- 
blem ol' Thhe, that devoureth all things, and 
crusl^es tlie mechanism of mortal life in its imuv. 

This wall and areli was on(‘ of four tliat inclosed, 
and gave access to the sacred precincts/>f the tem- 
.ple ; and in the quadrangle tluis formed, were 
planted groves of cedar and pirns the natural still- 
ness and sobriety of whicii thnwv a hallowed awe 
over the ])lace; while their unfading \ erduve su]>- 
plied a type of the I'iverlastlug One whose wshriiic 
tBey glided in a denq) and solemn phalanx, as if to 
})res('rvc i1 from th<‘ niiholy. 

From each of the four gates a broad av(va\ic led 
through tlie groves to the foot of a platform of 
cement that bordered a grand stone teiTac(', faced 
with carved symbols, and ascended by ti broad 
flight of ste])s. From tlie top of this, leaving an 
ample platform, rose a second terrace of smaller 
dimensions, and above this a third, of still smaller 
compass, but greater In lieiglit than the rest; 
while the sides of all w^ere covered with colossal 
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sculpture in relief, and Avaslied with pure 'white 
lime. ♦ 

Tims the whole elevation, from its arrangement, 
the gradual sloping in of the sides, presented 
the idea of a vast pyramid, when viewed from the 
edge of tlic grove ; a ])eculia.rily common to all the 
sa(‘red structures of the city, the principal feature 
of whicli was the grand mound of terraces that 
formed the basement of the shrine. But in every 
instance, exce])t tlic one beforx^ us, the stucco, or 
stone facing, was painted in vermilion, or a variety 
of brilliant colours ; and consequently, they W'aii- 
ted that ehasteiK'SS and siin])licity which seemed 
to have been the aim of him who planned this 
holiest of teinplcs. 

Upon this mighty foundation, as on a pedestal, 
was ])laced a great whil(' shaft, which towered up 
in admirable ])roj>ortion, and was divided iitto 
nijie st.oric‘s, to represent the nine heavens. 
Above these was ^another, and on it, as a crown, 
rested tin* roof already spoken of; a kind of dome, 
coloiir(‘d blue, and strewn with golden stars. 

Such was the exterior of the sanctuary which 
Uiiicimi, at tlte suggestion of Tugal Tanub, had 
erected to the unknown God, the Cause of causes; 
where the adorers of the sun had kindled no lire, 
and made no burnt offerings in lionor of their deity, 
as at the other altars of the valley. 
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And now the booming of tlic great tun-keel, in 
the tower of the royal jjalacx*, announces thc’^le- 
I Wirt Lire ol‘ the proces.sion Ironi the court of the 
Tiangnez ; and issuing frmii the arcliway of tfe •• 
outer walk, ^anie a band of ein itlry clad in sliining 
raiment oi fciither-work, [)rei*ions stomps and gold; 
their helms of blin‘ (unjnoise deeoratial with silver 
bells, and surmounted bj’ jd nines of green feathers 
set in egrettes of nal, — iIkj badge of the highest 
military rank, d hose wore llui knigliis of Qua- 
ehielin, tin; first order in thc‘ d\niatiuli division, 
led by briiiee Orazin : — the flower of the valley 
ehiMvby. And as tluj smilieains glanced from 
their bright lances, and ])layed upon the eruhoss- 
numf of lludr Ijeraldic feat Inn-i ringed shields, — 
they carried tlu* minds of the spetitators bae.k to 
tile ])almv days of th(;ir Aztec forelathers who 
went Ibi’tii from tlieipieenly city of the plains, to 
do balth’ for tlu^ glory i>l* zVaalnine. 

After thesi.' came a band of jirlests, bare Inaided 
and robed in white garments bord('i\‘d vvitli em- 
hroldery of fine gold ; ^hese swung smoking eo.u- 
sefs as they went along, ayd iliffused a sweet 
iiKHiiise lliroiigli the air of the crowded str(*ets, 
whicdi was waited, in grateful odunrs to the neigh- 
bouring azoteas, from wheiua; tlie inmates of the- 
houses gazed down upon tin* gallant show . 

Tlicn ai>pt;ared in succession, the retainers of 
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the royal houscliohh in their Ih’^ery and badges of 
offioe ; among wliom was a company of knights 
armed with battle-axes of copper, and constituting 
body guard of the king. — The great caciques 
and councillors, in gorgeous robes of^ scarlet and 
gold embroidery, Jind tipjiets of feather-work or 
fur. — The heralds and standard-bearers, with the 
ensignsof the different houses, orders, and tribes. — 
A band of musicians with flutes, cornets, and ata- 
bals or kettle drums, a la Moruca^ which made a 

Hi 

wild but solemn melody as they marched slowly on, 
swelling out the chorus of a saerc‘d song cliaunted 
by a troop of vestals that walked behind: clothed in 
loose white gowns, triimned with silver thread- 
work on the skirt and neck; and wearing garhinds 
of artificial flowers, fabricated of coloured feathers, 
Avhlch rivalled the briHiaiiey of nature itself. In 
the midst of these was Ellen dressed in a simple 
garb of white, like the rest, (‘xccjit that it was 
entirely without ornament of any sort ; and beside 
her was the Princess Consocil, her friend. 

The sweet voices of these attendants of the 
temples, — avIio were ^chosen from the highest ahd 
most beautiful in the land ; thrilled the soul of the 
listener, as they rose aloft in plaintive psalmody, 
.amid the deep intervals of the drum^; and, to- 
gether with the appearance of the fair choristers 
themselves, bremght associations of spring-like 
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freshness in that winter time ; — of birds and blos- 
soms and balmy airs, in the heart of the snow- 
covered sierras. 

Then came Tazineo, bearing tlie sacred standarid 
of Lalinnzel, emblazoned with the device of the 
triple allitinee, in pluuuije and gold ; and after him 
king Uuienm, in acostly tippet, formed of bosses of 
precious stones set in gold, and worn over ^.laaii- 
tle of the rarest white fur, and a long robe of pur- 
ple hair-cloth, resplendent with embroidery and 
gems. lie wor(^ also a jewelled crown — like ajion- 
tifi(.*al tiara, raised in asemicindc in the front, and 
adorned Avith an egrette of Avaving plumes behind. 

Coin*ad and Sewantus Avalkcd on cither side of 
the king, in Jress(‘s of ceremony: and after them 
came a large body of guards, each company in the 
uniform and bearing the cognizance of its re- 
spective leader; folloAvod by tlic dilTcreiit pro- 
fessions and trades of the three (puirters, Avith 
banners and emldcms displayed. The Avhole 
pageant terminated Avith a second corps of flute- 
players and drummers, and a. strong trooj) of mer- 
chant knights, mounted and c(|uippcd in their 
peculiar fashion; but Avearing over the usual 
costume an embroidered titmatli or short cloak, 
used on ft^stivc occasions. In their Hands they 
bore the. terrible maqnahuitl or sword-cluh, their 
favourite Aveapon: with its transverse blades of 
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obsidian or copper^, which c<)a]d shiver the stoutest 
inail, and overturn a l)isoii at a blow. 

As this statedly ]>rocession swept slowly along 
uii^ongh the eaiialied streets: from time to time, 
the diflerent corps sang legendary songs of a devo- 
tional cast, until tluw filed under the sculptured 
]) 0 )lal of the tem[)le, when every voice and instru- 
ment gfe\^ still. 

AVhat a hush there was in those pines into 
which thi'y came from the gay and bustling (‘ity, 
lunury as they weiv, with fine Irosl-work crusted 
iipon^eaeh limb — ibe eongealed bn'ath of wlntiu’ ! 
Ilow pure and iiolile aj>p(*ared the spotless fane, 
tliroiigli Ibeir fuiKTeal plumes! 

Tliev seemed to bav<‘ crossed over the thres- 
of tiiiK? and to l}ave entered within the con- 
lines ol‘ tliat K((‘niity where all wasjicacc*: and 
wIkiiv the ])reath of pas. ien or tlie touch of dei'ay 
disfigured not a Ix'aut.y and a serenity alike 
p<‘rjK‘tual. 

They wound ii|> tlu‘ stairs and along the marble 
ter r;u‘(.‘s, with l)annors, ]>Iumes and llowing man- 
th\s gleaming in the sun; ))ot with the ])omp and 
splendour of an Kaslern [»ageant tlu'y eonibined 
the thoiiglitful gravity ofdemeanour j)e(ailiarto the 
West : and ^\’crc lm]>ress(*d, moreover, 'with the 
solemn nature ()1‘ the purjiose that had lironght 
them to the shrine (d‘ the uew Cod. 
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A vast charnbe^^ occupyinp^ the lower story of 
the temple, through the centre of which -wus a 
row of square columns covered with symbolic 
sculpture, gave admission to the principal portion 
of those who took part in the ceremony; ^vhile a 
prornisciious crowed covered the ^datforms of the 
terraces, and tlic uj)en space below, to the limits 
of the sacred grove, and even the broad avenues, 
to the gateways beyond. 

The walls ot'ihe sanctuary wer(' incrusted with 
alabaster, wu'ought in the scniblan(‘c of every herb 
and shrub, and tre^ that gave nourishment, or 
supplied the various wants of man ; these were 
divided into conqiartments wu’th bonkers of fruit 
and flo>Y(Ts, composed of inlaid marbles, gold, silver, 
and precious stones. And r(‘stor)ned, from pillar 
to pillar, flowers ol' feathers hung, in long w^'roaths, 
over ^hc heads of the asstanbled tiirong. 

At the upper end id* this chamber was a recess 
and ]dalfonn, with au altar table faintaining a 
number of volumes ami scndls; th^ records of the 
revealed AVord which they had obtained, verbally, 
from the stranger. Around this were clustered 
the priests and vestals ; and before it stood hdlen, 
Conrad, and a, veneralde, wdiit(;-haired minister; 
the successor of the ill-starred Tugal Tamil). 

^ At a signal, tlic high-prio'^t wa,A'ed his hand, 
and the assistairts swung their golden censers, and 
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a cloud of perfume filled therinterior, while the 
whole multitude knelt down. 

Then Ellen offered up a simple prayer for the 
*sakc of those wlio^ tlirough her J:iumble means, 
had been made acquainted with the Christian 
faith, and were desirous of being received into the 
bosom of the True Church; imploring the Divine 
Spirit to nourisli the little seed then planted, tliat 
it might bring forth good fruit when she was de- 
parted from this her pleasant pla(‘.e of sojourn, to 
which she bc([ueathcd her blessing with tremu- 
lous a(!?cents and a tearlhl 

Then the Tiiotcuctli, or liigh-priest, consecrated 
tlie tables of stone, upon whi(di tlie new command- 
ments were liiscribtHl, and wbicli had been set up 
in the wall ul* the ad(H*atorio previous to the cere- 
mony : after which, each folded book or scroll in 
succession received th,*. sign-manual of Ellen, 
who, ill compliance willi the wish of her neophytes, 
left upon them the impression of Iicr right hand 
ill vermilion, wliich was a symbol of consecration 
and powm’ with, the Lahunzels, as with many 
other nations of the far West: and was intended 
moreover to testify to the authenticity of the 
scripture writings that were tlicreaftcr to be their 
guide, 

Nor was this all; for she had to repeat the 
same process upon tlie four sides of each story of 
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the sacred edifice/*where the print of the small 
red hand was shown to after generations as a me- 
morial of the bright-faced virgin who had fulfilted 
the promise of Quetzalcoatli the Good. 

Then the congregation issued out upon the 
terrace, where the high-priest repeated the new 
law, and made a long oration to the assembled 
concourse, after which the great gong prochiimed 
the close of the rites ; and to the roll of the wave- 
like sound that issued from the starry tower, they 
defiled again tlirough the grove, and out of the 
gateway of the temple, in the same order in 
which they came ; but each bore away from the 
precincts a sprig of evergreen, to serve as a me- 
mento jof the day when, h>r tlu; firvSt time, they 
avowed openly, and by an act of imivcrsal worship, 
the supremacy of the Invisible who was 

greater than the Fire I 
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CIlAPTEIi XVI. 


TUB HAT GNAWS HIS WAY OUT OF THE CAGE, AND THE GUESTS 
DEFAKT. 

The voices of i=5i>riiig were once more heard in 
the glades and sunny slopes of the valley, and 
long ere tlie higher ranges had dofted their snow 
mantle, the alluvion of the mountain-girded retreat 
was covered young verdure of* the richest 

green. Indeed, it might be said that winter almost 
overlooked this favoured sjKd while exhausting its 
fury among tin; Alpine solitudes above ; for in the 
middle of its fierce rule, fires were scjircely re- 
quired, and the hardier flowers ventured to unfold 
themselves in the more sheltered nookfe. The 
cattle also sought the fresh grass among the 
stubble fields, while a terrific tempest of “wind and. 
snow was each day roaring among the peaks of 
the great chain, filling up the ravines with drifts, 
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and veiling the glaciers altogether from tlie sight 
of the inhabitants of tlie plaini! 

Nature took, as it were, a brief nap only, and 
recommenced her process of regcnerfition, and the 
birds flocked back joyfully to the groves, whence 
they had made a flying excursion to the south- 
ward, merely as a sort ol’ relaxation from their 
social duties : and now sat industriously to work 
to thatch tlicir liabitation anew, in anticipation of 
the embryo brood. 

And what was Llizon-ko-kok-has about all this 
time, in his privson within the roof of the palace ? 
Was the dark spirit at work still in its fleshy 
tenement ? or had the new dawn penetrated into 
the deej) recesses of his scheming brain, and exor- 
cised its fierce anti[)athies and obstinate tenacity 
of purpose ? W e sliall see. 

At first, posvsessed by a violent pax\>xysm of his 
old malady, he paced, day after day, his confined 
cell, a terror and a mystery to his keeper, who 
brought him food and kept watch over him during 
his temporary madness. This individual listened 
to the broken imprecations and incessant train] >iug 
of the j)risoner, from the outside ol' the barred 
door, until he actually believed that he also was 
growing mad with the strange lancies communi- 
cated to his mind by the intractable ferocity and 
restlessness of his charge. 
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At Last, however, the atLack exhausted itself ; 
and as the sorcerer^egained his senses and self- 
possession again, the subtlety of his clmracter also 
revived, and caused him to feign a composure and 
docility unusual to him in his sanefet mood, with 
the hope of inducing his guardian to relax his 
vigilance ; for though he could not see him, he 
knew well, cunning one as he was, even in his 
wildest paroxj^sins, that there was somebody 
watching him from the other side of the door. 

“ The weird creature has worried himself ivell 
again at last, that is quite plain. Now will Te- 
cum-zu refresh himself; for, by the god that weeps 
lor tlie sorrowful, watching has *worn him to the 
bone ! 

Such were the mental conclusionB of the jailer, 
who contented himself thenceforth in visiting the 
prison at meal- times only, which was twice during 
the day. 

He, he ! ” chuckled the conjuror, surveying 
his small aj)artmcnt leisurely, and with twinkling 
eyes, .as soon as he was assured of being alone : 
and at the same time drawing forth frojp the leg 
i>f his skin mocassin a knife haft, to which re- 
mained a couph^ of inches of the broken steel. 

He, he ! this wigwam was not made for the 
Medicine Owl of the sunrise. His cunning is 
stronger than stone, ay, many times ! ” 
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The isolated chamber in which he had bo<;ii 
confined was hollowed in ihe roof, and lighted by 
several rude openings made in the w^all between 
the deep sculpture of tlie cornice, but invisible 
from the grand facade of the palace. These Bi- 
zon-ko-kok-lias eye«l wltli peculiar interest, and 
selecting the one most suitable to his purpose*, 
he commenced to pick out, with his implement, 
the cement tlijtt fiistened the*, stonework together, 
which in that })articular |)lacc was found to con- 
sist of several Mualler ])ie(‘es; in the h()})e that, by 
destroying their connection, he might render the 
aperture sufficieutlj' large to give passage* to his 
attenuated bodyf and so his escape. 

Tlic better to evade* dlse‘.overy, he worked 
chiefly at night, hiding the debris under the mat that 
served him for a bcel ; luul with the untiring in- 
dustiy of an ant, dug, montli alter mouth, with 
his iron tool, into the hare! cement and the harder 
stone, until his labours were^ crowned witli suev 
ceHSS, anel that i)oi'tioTi ul’ the massive, cornice was 
ready for removal whenever lie might think fit to 
avail himself of his privilege,# and slip a way 1‘rom 
his rat-like abode. 

From one of the higher ofiieers of the liousc- 
hold, who, by the comftiand of the king, visited 
hilti from time to time, to see that he was well 
provided for, the prisoner was enabled to gather 
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such information as lie could make available to 
his plan ; for this person, thrown entirely off his 
guard by the rational behaviour of his questioner, 
was induced to ac([iiaint him with the projected 
dejiarturc of* his intended victim, together with 
the period fixed ujxm for the return of* the foreign 
guests to lh(ur own hind. 

Onc(^ satisfied upon this point, Bizon-ko-kok- 
has asked no more qiu*stions, buf concocted his 
design. 

The time insensibly drew nigh when the fair- 
faced strang(‘rs were to bid farewell to those with 
whom they had passed so many peacoful days ; 
but, engaged in j ire] )a rations f'orthe long journey 
before them, they s^tareely noticed the nvpid pro- 
gress of tli(^ season, until it brought them to the 
eve of* the last day. Then they would willingly 
hav<* leimlheiKMl out tin* remaining hours of their 
stay into we(‘ks, had that impatient traveller, 
Time, ehosen to flag Ibi* their true liearts. 

Another sun would bcliold them once more on 
the wide desert track, which, with a new sense of 
exile, like tliat ofVnir first parents, would con- 
duct them each moment farther from the 
boundary of thi^ Kd(m of the West. They 
could not dwell iqion the thought of parting fro^i 
those; with whom they were so closely allied i^y 
the relationship of kindness, without a pang of 
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regret. Yet they shrunk not, and, supported by 
each other, could look steadily and with" confi- 
dence in the face of the future ; as with the ori- 
ginal outcasts upon solitude, there was a consola- 
tion In the thought tliat 

“The world was ail before them, where to ehoo«e 
Their pluee of rest, aiul Providence their guide.^’ 

That niglit, over their sleeping heads, the sor- 
cerer, with a tiiinnphant grin, pulled away the 
stones of the cornice, gathered \i\) his mat, and 
dragging it after him, passed through the enlarged 
opening ; when, witli the help of the [irojecting 
sculpture without, he soon stood upim the azotca, 
or platform hclbre the second story, which ran 
entirely round the edifice. 

Here, taking advantage of a loose rope belong- 
ing to the great awning, now once more used to* 
shade the principal entrance during the day, he 
let himself' down into the private gardens, grojied 
his way to an adjoining landing, took possession 
of a canoe, and paddled swiftly and unseen past 
the city and towards the outlet of the lake. 
There he landed, and struck along by tlni dis- 
charge, keeping closely within tlic screen of co[)so- 
wood that fringed the stream to the fi^ot of the 
mountain harrieT. 

It was midnight when he stood beside the gulf 
K 3 
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where the waters found an issue through the solid 
rock, r He looked down into the foaming and 
inky flood, tliat disappeared with a muffled roar 
under the arch of the cavern, and shuddered. 
Could he consign himself to that huge chasm 
wliich, as a throat, swallowed uj^ tlie superfluous 
moisture of the valley ?-p-and was there indeed no - 
other way of traversing ^ic barrier ? 

On his right he sjiw the white dress of the 
guard at tli(3 bronze portal, glimmering in the 
starlight — there was no hope in that direction. 

iVbovo liiin towered an impregnable rampart of 
rock, one thousand feet in air; it was too 
steep for a lizard to scale : what chance did it 
offer to liini ? He ground his teeth with despe- 
ration, and hivS head reeled. 

There was but one rcvSort left, and that stag- 
gered Iiis^ resolution. lie sjit down awhile, and 
liuried his face in his crossed arms. He started 
up again as if stung, gesticulated wildly, shook 
his clenched list at the invisible city with a silent 
curse ; wound the matting well around him, and 
plungc'd into the boiling torrent that rushed 
througii the subterranean passage. 

Ye powers of might, what an awful plunge it 
‘ was ! I /ike a flash he shot the tunnel, and was 
on the outside of the mountain, gasping in the 
tide. Tbit in the interval, brief as it was, ages 
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rolled over the soul of the sorcerer — ages of 
horror ! 

How the forked fire danced in his eyes ; how 
the sharp rocks cut and grated away his tough 
covering : or how the water fiends hissed in his 
ears — wlio can tell ? Wo only know that he 
escaped, miracle as it was ; and when the wave 
flung him upon a gravel bank that intercepted 
its course, far below the exit from the cavern, he 
crawled like a half-drowned cat into the thicket 
hard by, and lay there for many hours in a most 
rueful condition, torn, blooding, and exhausted : 
and feeling as if erich bone in fiis loan anatomy 
were disjointed by the fearful exploit ; which, had 
he been, in very fact, the tenacious carnivore to 
which wo have coinj)ared him, might liave cur- 
tailed to a cypher tluit plurality of lives for which 
it is piX)vcrbiaL 

The morning was fair wliich ushered ijn the 
hour of de]>arturc, and a numerous cavalcade ac- 
companied Ellen and her judtectors to itic boun- 
dary wall. 

Everything that could contribute to tlie com- 
fort of the travellers had been supi>lied them in 
abundance by their generous hosts. Each rode a 
magnificent horse, chosen from the finesl in tlie 
king’s stables; in addition* to winch wex’C two 
others, laden with tent furniture and baggage. 
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besides these, the saddles of the three strangers 
could bear testimony to^a more substantial token 
of royal munificence, in the slmpe of jewels to a 
vast amount, with whicli they were loaded, at the 
command of the king, in despite of all remon- 
strance on the part of those who had already 
received so many favours at his hands. 

Consocll wept long, in the arms of Ellen, who 
jninglcd her tears with tlioso ol* her friend. They 
had been like attached sisters to one another, and 
it was terrible to ]>art wdien they knew it would 
he for over. 

The Jh'incess kisse<i her on the brow, the 
ehccks, tlui hair, in a transport of tenderness and 
grief; calling her — her own little dove, — her 
bosom pearl, whom slie would never, never see 
again.” 

Alas ! partings arc srd things ; we cannot dwell 
upon them. But when the waters were shut oft' 
from the ^auli,ed channel, and the great gates 
opeiK^d wide, to give them passage, Unicum took 
Ellen and Conrad, each by the hand,' and spoke 
to them in these words: — 

“ Go, children of Quetzalcoatli the beneficent ; 
and witi> ye go the blessing of aji old man, and 
of his i>eo]>le, whom ye have made ricli, not with 
eartldy goods, but with a wisdom which cannot 
pass away. 
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Go to your own land and be happy,” he 
added, unfastening a signet jewel from his wrist 
and handing it to Conrad, as he continued : — 

^‘But should evil days darken over thee, then 
come back and show this token to the first belong- 
ing to the valley, whom ye shall meet, and he 
will straightway bring ye to Lahunzel ; and the 
warrior will also find a home waiting for hhii lier(‘, 
and ye will reign with Uiiieum in his kingdom. 
Enough ! The God who conducted you hcrc^, to 
deliver unto us his good word, will guide you back 
safely again to the eastern s(ja. My* children, 
farew'ell !” 

Neither could reply a word to the benediction 
of the good king, for in another moment the 
bronze doors shut behind them, and they w(?re 
clattering along the dripping cavern, i>y the light 
of torches horn by a ])arty of mcrcliant kniglits, 
conducted by Orazin and Tazinco, who were to 
escort tfiem tlirough the secret pass that led to 
the Dalicota [plains. 

When Conrad found himself once more upon 
the slope of the rugged Sierra, with tlic suu-liglit 
around, and the wall of rock on either side, he 
could easily have believcid that ho had never left 
the spot since he jiaused there, in his ])rogrcss 
with Sewantus and the mysterious Ih^ai-l-trader, 
80 many months before ; and that lie had merely 
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read in some old book a pleasant fable? telling of 
the existence of a stately Indian ci^J^ in the heart 
of that wild mountain, in the full enjoyment of its 
native resources, and presenting a type, entirely 
new, of art and social progress; magnihcent 
vigorous, and complete, — but shut out and con- 
cealed by an im[)crvious bar from the knowledge 
of the whole world 

Yet, incredible and romantic as the idea ap- 
peared, both memory and the talisman which he 
yet hel<l in his hand, assured him of* its truth ; 
while couTicti(»n w.‘is made more positive still, by 
the reality of' tlie gallant band <d' tiivl.)an(‘d cavalry 
that hied before him, with their burnisiied shields 
and javelins, to take u}> the line of juiii'oh through 
the ravine ; ami, al>ov'e all, by the presence of thci 
loved one at his .‘'ide. 

Alas i that h(' sliouis have been tlie sole Kii- 
n^pcan to whom, unaided by Ids sword, was vouch- 
safed a giim])se oi‘ that ^‘aetivjue and extinct 
world which we call the new’ 
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( TTAPTETl XVll. 


(OMHACT A FRIKNDHHI^ WITH KACH OTHKU. 

n M »i .If, 1 !n,‘ gni<lai)cc of’thdr friends, tlio passage 
()i‘ tlh^ r.i‘ k) Mnuutaijis was made without mis- 
liap tf* i]n ( raveflt^rs, or any incident worthy of 
1 xccpt iluit, in (ho well-known dell, rnid- 
vvfiy ;*"! hills., where Ellen pitched liertcnt, 

V 1- sJcjif in the cave at the end of 
LiC of tlic horses belonging to the 
e> e(,»i1 >va- missing next morning, and though the 
uelghbourlaHid was searched, no signs of the 
animal could l>e I'oimd: so tiiat, supjiosirig it had 
strayed away and got lost among tlic ravines, they 
left it to its fate, and substituted one of t}u‘ pack- 
Imrsos in its stead. 

And now, debouching from tlie dark rcceSvSCs of' 
the mouniain chain, they beheld beneath them the 



208 ELLEN CLAYTON; OR, 

sunny expanse of the plains, rolling away, like an 
emerald sea, to the eastern liorizon.^^hThe majestic 
lan(lsca])e aj)peared in the guise of an old and 
familiar friend to the adventurers. It seemed to 
welcome them hack with a smile to its bosom. 

Ellen’s heart swelled with rapture at the charm- 
ing prospect, and Conrad saw the child-s})irit of 
former days dancing in her eyes, and felt very 
hap})y to think tliat the vicissitude she had under- 
gone had not subdued her natural enthusiasm, or 
deprived her of that Ircslmess of feeling which 
claims relationship with whatever is simple and 
good. 

Behold, brotlicrs r said Tazinco, pointing to 
a spot on tlu' plain Ixdow', where, in tlie shadow 
of a great sjnir that projected from the main range 
(ar into its expanse, a. white tent was visible : 

Yonder is tlie place •■f rendezvous, and your 
(‘oinpauious arc already upon the ground. It is 
enough. The ])Coplc of Unicniii may not go 
further. Tlie rf)ad is made clear.” 

Aecordiugly, the escort, took its leave^of them 
at that }>lace, and it \vas with no ordinary 
emotions that the three foreigners gazed after 
the retreating files of horsemen, until they wTre 
concealed by the cliffs ; for they knew it was the 
last they sliould ever see of the kindly Lahimzels. 

Ylie parting words of Tazinco and Orazin 
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lingered yet in their c^rs ; they were ; chariic- 
teristic of the^Bpeakers ; how conld they forget 
them ? 

Brother!^, remember the oath ; thou hast never 
crossed over these mountains,” was the injunction 
of the former ; while llie Prince, as he shook them 
by the hand, for the last time, asked them to 
pray for Consocil and Orazin, that they might 
meet again, the (‘lilldren of Qiietzalcoatl! in the 
sunny land where the warrior puts ofl‘ his amiour 
and there is no parting hour.” 

BntHhcrc was little space left tlunn to indulge 
in reflect hui, for scarcely had the lioofs ol* the 
horses exc hanged the vstony channel of the moun- 
tain ])ass i‘or the soft turf of the uiidulating 
ground beyond, than a shrill whoop resounded 
auioiig the holhnvs, and scouring along at full 
spe ed came Iavo hojtsemcn, half liidilen in a cloud 

du?t, and bearing towards thciii,Troiii the open- 
ing in front. ‘‘ ITgh-yah !” ejaculated Sewantus, 
shading his eyest'rom the sun and bending eagerly 
forward : The voice of the sunrise is au eagle’s 

scream; it warms me like a fire. I hear the 
thunder of warriors when they shout the battle 
cry yet; those who anake it are friends. Look 
you, the voice of tlio sunrise is strong ! 

He was right in his conjecture, for, in another 
minute, the strangers, checking their horses with 
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a auddcnnesfi that thr^w them backward upon 
their haunches, made Aigns of greeting, and dis- 
closed the embrowned and vigorous features of 
Contcan Crochc and Salcxis. 

Joyful was the mcetijig between the friends, 
and violent the cbnllitiou of feeling on the part of 
tlic honest voyacfmi\ who was only restrained 
by the presence of Ellen from enacting a wild 
dance, upon the spot, in commemoration of the 
event. 

What cheer, my bray<*s !” he shouted, as soon 
as the dust was out of his oyeH,*and he coiild dis- 
tinguisli tlieir faces clear]}'; “a thousand thunders! 
but tlie sight (d' thee is wild cows to a fasting red- 
skin. Pardon, madam,” added he, more gently, 
to Ellen, lifring his fur cap with invoUxntary re- 
spect, and gazing in open wonder at her beauty, 
for he had never si^en iuT before. “ Ilow fares it 
with you? The [iassageover these hills is a rough 
task for a delicate frame like yours : I reckon you 
must be sfwely fatigued.” 

Not so, my friend,” replied she, presenting 
her hand ; ‘‘ I am an old traveller, thou seest, and 
have made rougher journies; but I thank thee for 
thy forethouglit nevertheless, and have come to 
put myself under thy guidance, and that of my 
old acquaintance Salexis, whom I see here. Canst 
thou conduct me home ?” 
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Can Couteau Croche ! Ay, lady, a>s straiglit 
as the bee flics, when he is ctarged ^ith plunder. 
The path is long, but the longest must come to an 
end.” 

‘^Salcxis is a plain warrior,” observed the Abe- 
nake, (piictly ; ^‘ wh*\t he can do, he will; he is 
in the Great Spirit’s hands.” 

Take no heed about the path, daughter of the 
pale faces,” said Sewantus, with decision* There 
is not an arniw’s flight of it that I have not taken 
account of, ninny times; my spirit has been 
backward and forward upon it of late, lie not 
afraid.” 

True, Sewantus,” said Conrad : with such a 
famous band it will go hard indeed if we cannot 
make our \vay to the l^akes, and should there 
ehaiice to be fuemcn in the ti’ack, why, we can 
eonfi’ont them like veterans, and prove, my com- 
rades, lliat w(j liavc lost ncitlier sinew or soldier- 
ship by oui' sojourn in the west.” 

Cordially responding to this self-confident tone, 
they jogged on cheerfully tow^ards the spot where 
the hunters had erected their skin lodge, and where 
a suitable encampment was soon formed, and Ellen 
sought a temporary rest from her fatigues. 

And now, to console themselves somewhat for 
the extraordinary reserve of tlieir associates, who, 
in answer to their numerous inquiries, told them 
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that their lips were pledged to silence respecting 
their adventures, the two hunters expatiated 
largely upon the incidents of the chase in which 
they had been engaged, and pointed, with* no 
slight pride, to the ornamental collars of grizzly 
bears’ claws, which each wT)re; and to two bales 
of choice furs, in proof of the veracity of their 
accounts. Conrad learned also, that in conse- 
quence of the scarcity of game in that neighbour- 
hood, the village of the Medicine Bows was 
broken up and about to remove on the follow- 
ing day, to a region further south, to which the 
bison herds had migrated for the benefit of the 
warmer jiasturagc it afforded during the winter 
season. 

In consequence of this, they were in the saddle 
before sunrise next morning, and, ere long, fell in 
with the van-guard of die tribe, led by that lively , 
little chief witli the gloomy name, the Two Sculls, 
who was quite pleased to sec bis former acquaint- 
ances again, l)ut far too scrupulous of his dignity 
to risk it by asking questions; though his inqui- 
sitiven(?ss must have been sadly puzzled by the 
sight of the fair nlaid who bore them company. 

With a brief colloquy, therefore, he passed on. 
and then, in a long procession extending for miles 
over the undulating prairie, came the different 
members and appurtenances of the Indian village^ 
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each lodge separate, with equipage and furniture 
of every description; that connected with the 
tent itself, stowed between the ])oles, one end of 
which was attached, shaft-like, to each shoulder 
of a horse, while the other trailed upon the 
ground. 

* It was a novel and animating spectacle, and one 
that interested, in no ordinary degree, the late 
guests ot the more sedentary luahun/Ajls, by the 
vivid picture it presented of the warlike and 
nomadic ])coi)lo of the jdains. They Iclt themselves 
to be once more witbin tbat vast theatre of phy- 
sical energy and strife;, where the mere wants of 
life engrossed the natural faculties, and wliere war 
was less a easualty than an element of its crude 
condition, to which action was evciy thing, and 
rej^osc deatli. 

Tlic plain seemed alive with mmu women, and 
children, aecompanied hy long trains of laden 
horses in endless succession, and yet in admirable 
order. Here a squadron of gallant warriors 
mounted, ])aint(;d, and e(piIp])od in the jnevailing 
style, swept ]>roudly along, singing songs of bat- 
tle to the wild strains of flutes aud the measured 
beat of the drum; whih^ occasjonly a party would 
dash ofl' from the ranks, and charge along the 
skirts of the line, with whoopings and levelled 
spears, until they were lost to view. 
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By the bones of the Maquas ! exclaimed 
Sewantus, his eyjes glistening at the stirring 
sight, “I feel as if 1 stood upon qiy^ father’s 
land. The life of my veins is braced up like 
bow-string in dry weather. The spirit of tlit 
sunrise is a spirit of power.” 

In another place a bevy of maidens cm vet i 1 
jauntily along, gaily attired in qidll-workcd Cii! . - 
inanllcs, and feather head-dresses, the topvniig.*? 
of their horses, bedizened with embroidery, an(^ 
hav'ing appended to them tliin plates of copper, 
that jingled like cymbals as they rode ; and as 
they ap]>roachccf the place vherc the travellers 
were, their i>eals of merry laugliter grew still. 

In the midst of these, i]\Q rallying point and 
star ot* the group, was Ileladee tlie minstrel, who, 
at a sign from Kalexis, turned aside out the line, 
to greet him, while h<‘r companions proceeded on. 

Now she came forth like a wild, queetdy crea- 
ture, and with a bound of her spu ited little ihiis- 
tang that shook her coloured idumes, she was by 
the side of the hunter, panting with exercise ; her 
graceful clastic figure erect and full of confidence 
and glowing liic, and her face beaming with viva- 
city. But lie sooner did she recognize the other 
ixiembers of the party than her easy as.sni*ance 
left her at once, for she blushed, cast down her 
eyes, and remained mute and withdrawn; like a 
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Kcnsitive flower which a touch has suddenly col- 
lapsed, 

" a ciiangeaUe sort of bird you are, little 

oner' said iSalcyis to the Indian ghji, in an en- 
dearing tone, for she was an especial favourite of 
Ills: ‘‘Why should the sight of an old acquaintance 
inake thee sad ? Hero is a girl like thee, whose 
/aco is wliitc. She wants to sjie^lk words to the 
Mower of the Medicine Dows." 

Heladec looked curiously from under her long 
lashes, and beheld Ellen. Gradually, as if fasci- 
nated by the t'ace which was bcUt smilingly upon 
her, her gaze became more open and her manner 
more assured; and guiding her horse to where 
Ellen was, she said in a low plaintive voice, 
‘^Heladce will speak with the stranger. What 
would she? Wc are on the jjrairic, and we will 
befriends." 

* That will w^e, else do I mistake me very 
much,’' was the reply ; for the rest, let us draw 
apart, and I will tell thee what I wishd’ ' 

' ‘ Good,” rejoined lleladec; whereupon the two 
rode on in advance of the others, when the fol- 
lowing conversation took place : — 

‘‘I have heard,” commenced ICllcn, with an 
embarrassment which wore off as she proceeded; 
“of thy strange story, and how that thou art 
without^ kin,/; stranger among the Daheotas. She 



216 ELLEN CLAYTON; OB, 

* 

who speaks is also a stranger, upon a long journey, 
with no one of her own sex to call friend ; and 
thou knowest that it is a grievous thing for a 
maiden to be so jdaced; and not beseeinly. Now 
th(*y say pleasant things of thee, and since I have 
seen thee I have taken a great fancy to thy com- 
pany ; so have pity uj)on me, dear Hcladce, and 
let us travel together and be friends.” 

At this straightforward and earnest a])pcal, the 
Indian stared at the fair speaker, and hf?r dark 
eyes dilated with excessive wonder. 

Ileladee is in a dream,” she murmured ; she 
hears perplexing worls. Wkft would the daugh- 
ter of the stranger ? ” 

^‘Tliat Ileladee go with her to her country and 
be unto her as a sister; because that, like Ileladee, 
the stranger is an orphan in the world. ” 

The one addressed mused fora time, and seemed 
strongly agitated. At length she said: 

IIki })()or fawn was left desolate when the 
herd was scattered, and stricken down ; but 
Wakonda is just — Ileladee is not desolate now* 
Wherever she looks she beholds friendly faces; 
wherever vshe goes th(n*e she meets a welcome and 
a kind word. She could find it in her heart to 
Jove the stranger and be her sister; but if she left 
her country and went into another, perhaps she 
would soon die. If her face turned white, like 
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the strangci;’s, in a ftiteign land, then none would 
ever know her again, for the Pure-fountain of the 
Medicine Bows.” 

Fear not lleladce,” replied Ellen, with anxious 
solicitation ; for she had set her heart upon carry- 
ing off' the boaiitifui Indian as her covipanion du 
voyage ; tlua-e is nothing whence 1 go that can 
do thee harin, If thou j'cfuse me this hivour, 
I will be mudi <listre*ssed. I am alone, a Jiiaiden 
like thee ; tliink of this. lie who spoke well of 
thee said that thou wert of a noble spirit, and to 
his fancy, not placed as thou wouldst wish to })e 
among the Medicinc-Bows, Therefore was it I 
sj)oke to thee, concerning this.” 

‘‘■‘WJio discoursed of my affairs to the stranger’s 
ears?” demanded Ilcladee, with an air of offended 
dignity, drawing herself n[j as she spoke. 

‘‘ One of a nature strangely akin to (hiiie. If I 
read him aright, and well inclined to do thee a 
kindnesv« ; a warrior, tiiuong those we left behind, 
but now', called fi^waiitus-walie.” 

Again the tell-tale blood stole over the cheek 
and brow of the j)rairic girl, and she drop[)ed her 
eyes before the speaker’s (jarncst gaze. How the' 
heart of ixK>r Ileladcc fluttered! how every nerve 
of her frame thrillc«1 at the mention of that potent 
name ! Avith Avhat a soft sensation of rapture she 
received tlie intelligence that lie had thought had 
TOL. HI. h 
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8pi>ken approvingly of* her ! ^Before she asked the 
question, she felt convinced that it was quite out 
of’ the possibility of things for her to leave her 
lionie and ado]>led people, to accompany the fair 
stranger : now, liowevcr, her views w^ere entirely 
tiltered, and it appeared not so difficult a thing to 
do, after all. — In certain cases, tlicre is no talis- 
man half so influential as a name ! 

A sudden light broke upon Ellen^s mind, as she 
o])scrvcd the effect of her Avords upon the high- 
s})irited girl, and, woman-like, she followed up the 
advantage without delay, by saying: 

Well, Ileladee, thou art angered, I j^erceive; 
so we had best let tlie matter drop. I didT.>eHeve 
thou wouldst have been et)ntent to go : I was 
foolish minded, that is all.” 

The Indian glanced quickly up at Ellen, hesi- 
tated. and seemed completely at a loss : at last, 
witli lialf averted face, she said naively, 

‘•Ileladee is not evil tempered: what is good, 
tliat is she anxious to do. But it is not wise to 
say, I will, or I wont, without reflection ! this 
business bewilders me so I cannot think upon 
it. When docs the stranger set out iijion the path? 
Holadee must have time before she can decide. 

“ That shalt thou surely have, good Heladee,” 
answered Ellen with a smile, for she saw that she 
had won, and straightway recorded a promise in 
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her heart, to love and befriend the artless maid 
wliosc grand secret she fancied she had dis- 
covered. 

Thou slialt have all day to think and consult 
with thy friends, and to-morrow wc will choose 
two roads or one, as thou seest fit; is it not 
good?” 

^^It is good,” was the rtvjoinder; upon which 
Heladee put. her horse in rapid motion, and gal- 
loped on in search of her companions. 

Ellen followed the I'etrcating figure of the 
Indian belle in admiration of its symmetry and 
wild grace, until, with plume and waving mantle, 
it hovered for a moment like a bright bird, and 
disappeared behind a roll of the undulating plain. 
Straiige,” thought she, as she rejoined her party, 
that all this time a wise Providence should have 
hecii weaving a secret bond between this noble 
child of the desert and Conrad’s friend ! ” 

Tliey now came up with the main body of the 
tribe, and among a crowd of armed horsemen, 
composed chiefly of the middle-aged and eldgrs 
of the pegple, arose conspicuously the plumed 
crest of Black-Eagle, the gigantic leader of the 
Medicine-Bows, whose charger of the rare foreign 
breed, was striped like a zebra with vermilion and 
white clay. 

Making tlicir way up to the chieftain, the 

L 2 
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travellers renewed acqnaintancesliip, and claimed 
his hos])itality for the time. Black-Eagle received 
tlieni all very graciously, and, in virtue of his 
authority, asked numerous (|ucstions of Conrad 
concerning his expedition and the ‘‘pale-faced 
woman ” who was with him : all of which the lat- 
ter endeavoured to satisfy, to the best of his 
caj)acify, witliout infraction of his jdedge, or 
having recourse to equivocation; well knowing 
that Indian eticpiettc would })revent his questioner 
fj'oni piisliing his inquisitiveness beyond a certain 
point In a matter that did iK>t directly concern 
him. 

Had the IIorns-of-thc-Moon seen the face of 
Ellen, he might luivc found more difficulty in 
satisfying him ; for during her short stay; in the 
village with the sorcerer, in her mystic capacity, 
vsIk* had been seen by a few, among whom was the 
Cimtenarian. U])on him slm made a powerful 
im})ressioii as lie believed implicit]}' in lier super- 
natural endowments ; he would therefore,^ no 
dqubt, have l)een highly scnnda]i7X*d at the idea 
of the white Medicine-Avoinan riding \\;i.th her lace 
uncovered among- the young bnives. 

But this did nut happen, for the old man was 
fast asl(xq) witliin his covered cradle^ tvhich, slung 
between two horses, bore Jiim gently along, and 
with its motions lulled him to repose. 
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As may be \Ruj)posed, the proposition made to 
Heladce caused a great sensation among the 
Medicine-Bows, and no* sooner was it rumoured 
about that she intended leaving tlieiii tJian the 
poor girl was assailed l>y protestations, entreaties 
and tears on all sides, against the measure. ^ These 
she jillowed to have full vent, and indeed sympa- 
thised with 1ioi‘sclf too entirely, to restritin ; for 
however she might grieve and shrink with strong 
reluctance I'roin the cruel alternative: however 
she might struggle against her bosom feeling, ;slie 
was cousci<.)us that her Future course had already 
been decided, and that she would go. 

The storm subsided, Jike most violent commo- 
tions, in a total calm, and ere her friends were 
fully conscious of what they were doing, they had 
yielded tlioir C(.)nsent and made up their-miiuis to 
lose their favourite. 

Accordingly, Heladce significid her assent to 
Ellen, took leave of her adopted relatives, with 
the exception of Tatunga, who Vas absent upon 
a distant excursion: and departed next day with 
the travellers, cariying wdth her the good wishes 
and regret of the whole tribe. * 

They journeyed on therefore, without delay, 
shaping their course south east over tlie boundless 
plains, whioh seemed almost entirely ^devoid of 
of game or living creature, save a few sage rabbits 
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and now and then a colony of marinots or prairie 
dogs, that honey-combed the ground, for miles, 
with their burrows, and rendered the footing 
unsafe for the horses. 
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(^IIAPTEE X\1IT. 

TATUNGA TELLS IIOW HE WON THE GAME. 

At lengtli, late in the forenoon of the third day, 
Sewantus, who rode- in advance, gave tlic signals 
— caution and — a nian; and drawing within a 
clump of trees that fringed a lofty eminence, by 
vvliich they were, they soon descried a single 
horseman, coming at sj)ee(L 

His cours(‘ Avas like an arrow, straight to the 
west ; he crossed before them ; he saw them not 
under the shadow of the trees : they iniglit liave 
transfixed him in tlie twinkling of an eye, as he 
passed in hot haste, bound after bound. 

Hoo — IIoo — Tail !” shouted SoAvantiis, with a 
ringing whoop that sent the stranger back, as if a 
bolt had struck him in the front and arrested his 
hurricane-like career; yet true to his instinct, even 
then, he half drew an arroAv from his sheath, ere he 
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detected his mistake and distinguished the cha- 
racter of his assailants; but upon the sign — Dah- 
cota, which they made, he came iramediaftely for- 
ward, and gave to view the severe lineaments of 
Tatunga, the scalpless; liis clotlies or what re- 
mained of them, a mere shred of deer skin, 
cover^l with (fust and blood; his features, usually 
prominent and stern, rendered more so by want , 
and extreme toil, liis eyes blood-shot and wild, and 
yet glaring with a proud expression that accorded 
not with the woeful pliglit in which he seemed 
to be. 

A halt, wi:^ now made to refresh themselves and 
Jiorses, and after first satisfying the cravings of 
his hunger whicdi exceeded all belief, having, as 
he avowed, not tasted anything cxcejit dressed^ 
skin for many days past, Tatunga smoked a pipe 
ill silence, and then, drawing tliein aside from the 
females, took from under his horse-robe a human 
head, scalpless and gory, and throw it down in their 
midst, saying dryly 

Tatunga has won the game.” 

What is it ^ 

Toiinerrc <h DieuF 

Of what speaks the Medicine Bow they 
each exclaimed, aghast with surprise, and unable 
at once to account for the presence of the hideous 
tiophy tlms abruptly displayed. 
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Of the game with the Scarred Arm,” replied 
Tatunga, with a tone of irony; ^^^head against 
scalp and head against head, of whifch my brothers 
may bethink them, if they have memories. I told 
them the story when we first lit our pipes toge- 
ther, under the blufl* jji the battle valley. 

Could the dead talk, then the thing which lies 
before you might finish the tale. 

But, ‘look you, though that mouth cannot say 
a word now, on the laith of a wuirrior, it once 
spoke the language of an honourable man, a. true 
brave. I called the Sea mid Arms dogs : I ^vas a 
fool ! Tatunga has triumphed over their bravest, 
and he is vexed inwardly ; let him look for dropped 
stars, for he is n fool ! 

^^Brothei’vS, there was in that head a soul ol‘ 
proof which made its owner great('r than his for- 
tunes, an<l when he gave it mo, iind 1 lo(>ked 
straight into his eyes, before striking; then it 
was I discovered 1 was a child, and could not 
vanquish the spirit of him who slew my brother, 
the Whiriing Cloud.” 

^^How did it come toqiass?” inquired Cou tea u- 
croche: strongly interested in the wdld adventure^, 
and surveying the person of the speaker with 
attention, *^were one to judge of a Croat 
pasture by the condition of Its hide, he might 
opine thou hast not fiired sumptuously of late. 
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my friend; aiid^that there were thorns in the 
path.” 

“ There is a true scent of war about him,” ob- 
served Salexis to the young Moha^^k, in a confiden- 
tial whisper ; by my fathers, a stalwart brave.” 

^‘Listen!” said Tatunga, cutting them short 
with an emphasis ; the son of the Medicine Bows 
schemed a vseheme and took his medicine-dog one 
day, and rode, and rode, and rode until he reached 
the country ol‘ his enemies. 

“ He was an eagle of the hills swooping for 
prey ; every thought of his was an arrow in the 
vitals of the Scarred Arms — he hated them ! 

Now by the manitou accursed, he fell like an 
owl in the day time, blind into an ambush, and 
his medicine dog of war was pierced dead, and 
he himself hurled stunned upon the ground. 

‘^Ile woke up a bound ca])tivc to the Scarred 
Arms; he could have eaten his own heart with 
bitterness — it is enough. 

Now, into the lodge where tliey put me, at the 
village, came a . man masked and aniied, and 
cutting the thongs that fastened me he said, ‘ Come !’ 
and wlicn I demanded where, he answered, ^to the 
prairie; ’ meaiiing that I was free. Then he took 
me to his lodge and gave me food *aiid put me 
upon his medicine dog, for I was crippled from 
the tightness of the fastenings, and walked beside 
me, and said no word. 
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It was in a solitary dell that the man stopped 
and said, ^ Son of the Dahcota kriowest thou 
wherefore a Scarred Ann has bought thee off 
froitl the stake of fire and done tliis thing? 
Behold!’ 

And taking the buffalo mask from his face, I 
saw before me the slayer of the Whirling Cloud: a 
man without a sca]]>, wliich I had won. 

It is, said I, that we finish the game.’' 

‘^Even so, he replied; what is a brave without 
his hair ? 

‘^Thcn they sat down, those scalpless ones, and 
played liead against head, and Tatunga won. 

^^^Thou has luck to-day, brother,’ said the 
Scarred Arm witli a smile, and he drew his knife 
and gave it to Tatunga. ‘Let me talk to the 
Master first,’ said he, ‘ then will I be ready.’ 

And Tatunga said ‘ agreed.’ 

“ Then the ^nan, whose head was not his own, 
stepped aside and sang his death song, and came 
back, and knelt before his enemy, saying, ‘ Strike !’ 

And Tatunga did so, watching his eyes; and 
they never winked or shut, but grew bigger in the 
ball, like a panther’s, looking at him. 

Now, who can say after that he is a warrior? 

“ It was a cunning stratagem of the Scarred Arm 
after all, for his death look was a triumph ! 

Tatunga as he beheld his staring eyes, and 
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how they never flinchcfl, felt as it Whre, a worm 
M 0 rawlmg into liis heart; and for the first time in 
his life he was afraid,* 

Tlicn he took the arms and medicine dogmnd 
tro])hy, and rode, and rode, and rode, fasting until 
nou^ 

‘^Tatunga is sick; heVill paint his face black 
and humble himself before the Master. The 
)Scarred Arms are no dogs !” 

Witli a moody scowl tlie fitTce warrior re- 
packed Hie head, tiglitened his horse-gear, and 
prepared to dc[)art. All at once a thought 
rctnin’cd to him, and turning iibru])tly towards 
the group, he said : 

The finiiKHing of the ^Vd)irling Cloud sits 
yonder with the stranger’s daughter. The path 
4)f my brother leads far from the country of the 
Medieine-Bows ; how is this?” 

C'onrad then exjdained to him wliat the reader 
already knows, and after assuring himself, from 
lun* own lips, of TIeladee’s free concurreuce in the 
arrangement, lie expressed his acquiescence, bade 
her a frank farewell, Ijicpiired the shortest direc- 
tion to strike U])on the village trail, leaped on 
horseback, wavcfl his lon^ spear in general salu- 
tation, and dashed off again like a messenger of 
fate, tearing up the stones and shrubs and hurling 
them from the hoofs of his charger in hie headlong 
flight. ,, 
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man of rock, by the mass! a resolute 
devil,” observed Coutcau-crochc, decisively, cut- 
ting off .a |)lug of the darling weed and planting 
it in his jaw ; could not liave had the heart to 
take the Scarred Ann at Bis word. Heads are 
not things to be l)layed away like leaden bullets ; 
it^was a stupid business altogether.” 

I cant say that,” opined Sewantus ; "what 
the Scarred Arm said was just; a brave is nobody 
without his scalp-lock. Ho had lost his honour, 
yon see, and wagered his life to gaM it back 
again. Sewantus-walie would not have claimed 
the forfeit, nevertheless ; he would have sworn a 
friendshi]) with an enemy so honest-minded and 
brave, for he had a Maqua soul.” 

‘^He wavS worthy of a better fate, that is clear,” 
said Conrad, sadly ; " the law of vengeance makes 
men like tigers, and hides their human natures 
under a mantle of blood. Alas ! when will the 
time come in which there will b(^ no more war ?” 

"Ay,” echoed Salexis, with a peculiai\smile, 
nodding affirmatively as he spoke, "when wilU 
that time be ?” 

At this moment a plaintive whine was heard in 
the recesses of the wood, at the edge of Which they 
were, 

"Hark!” said Hcladec to Ellen, as they sat 
together ; " knbwest thou that voice, my sister ? 
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It Its the niedicine-woirs* cry. Now for a cer- 
tainty will we s?ee strangers ere sundown; it is 
always so.” 


* See note‘at a previous page. 
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CHAPTEK XIX. 


PKRIL — BATTL%~-AN» HRVENGK. 

As soon as the horses were done feedings they 
continued on, and some hours later passed a 
remarkable looking bluff, situated u[)on the verge 
of one of those singular valleys so common in the 
prairies, hollowed <mt as by a mighty flood in 
some past age, and bordered by irregular preci- 
pices which towered up to the le\el of the table- 
land. This bottom was covered with long tangled 
grass which had already lost its green hue and 
become parcljcd by the heat and drought of th% 
season. 

Sewantus ])ointed to a conspicuous object ii}>ori 
the eminence just mentioned, to whicli the eyes of 
the party were immediately directed. 

Tliis was an Indian fort, such as was often 
encountered in that region of continual war, 



232 


ELLEN CLAYTON; OK, 


though in this instance, a rare one ; the material 
used was stone instead of wood; and the structure 
rose in the form of a small circular tower with a 
conical roof, not much higher than a horse’s head 
from the ground. I’lie travellers little thought 
then how soon^ it was de3tined to become their 
place of asylum and most grkvous trial. 

The ground now became uneven, and the 
weather being close and haz}% giving every indi- 
cation of an approaching storm, they began to 
think of seeking for a convenient place to encamp, 
although the sun was still high, when Salexls, 
being in the van, gave a note of alarm, and leap- 
ing from his horse knelt down in close scrutiny of 
the soil. 

A fresh trail, as I live !” exclaimed Couteau- 
croclic, as he recognized those indubitable im- 
pressions which like the l attle of the snake brings 
the wayfarer often to a vStand in the })rairies, and 
forowanis him of the proximity of a foe into 
whose toils he miglit else fall unconsciously and 
^erlsli ; the prints of horses’ feet in a steady line. 

What does it say, Salcxis ? thou art quick- 
witted at the eye-craft ; for myself, I see many 
mustang hoofs leading away to the hollow yonder, 
that is all.” " 

""^yiiere is more,” said Salexis, rising compo- 
sedly from his survey#nd pointing with one hand 
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to the trail, while he disj)layed the fingers of the 
other twice, to designate tlie ninn|;)cr ten. ‘‘A 
band of not less passed this way but now, for the 
ground is still hot. There may be enemies wait- 
ing for us within reach of a war-whoop; the 
grass is only beginning to rise in the tracks. It 
is time to unsling bows.” 

Gracious j)owcrs, look there !” cried Conrad, 
with a voice of awe; and above the undulating 
roll of the plain in front, appeared suspended in 
air, the phantom shapes of several horsemen in 
rapid motion, recrost^ng their line of route in a 
direction contrary to tliat of the suspicious trail. 

Ugh-hoo !” ejaculated Salexis, dropping his 
arms and cowering slightly in the excess of his 
superstitious terror; while Coutcau-(*roche crossed 
himself instinctively, and was struck speech- 
less by the apparition. Ugh-hou ! the dead 
people are abroad. A warrior cannot fight when 
there an) manes in the path ; he has no medicine 
against them.” 

It is only the iuist-shado% of tilings under- 
neath,” said Ileladee, calmly, coming speedily to 
the relief of her companions. do often 

behold such fantasies in the air of the plains, 
when it is very still ; for then it is like a lake 
which paints images of the clouds and trees, that 
is all. ” 
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This simple explanation of the phenomenon, a 
species of misBage, not uncommon at certain sea- 
sons ill those elevated plateaus ; brought the whole 
of* them to an immediate consciousness of tlieir 
peril. 

It was evident that they were watched by a 
hostile party which even then was seeking a con- 
venient spot in the neighbourhood, from whence 
to pounce clandestinely upon them as they-passed. 
The odds arc against us, ” said Conrad, 
seizing the bridle of Ellen’s horse and drawing 
her towards him; ‘‘if wc give battle openly per- 
chance we sufibr.” 

“ That must not be,” said Sewantus, firmly. 

“ To the fort ! To the fort !” shouted Couteau- 
croche, wth sudden energy; ‘‘the bluff is not 
two bow-shots behind, and will give us shelter, 
God willing, both from the wrath of the weather 
and these accursed red-skins. B ack to the bluflP, 
comrades, without delay !” 

This suggestion was liailed with one accord, 
and turning their li!&rses’ heads they hurried back 
at lull speed to the lofty prominence which was 
yet visible in tlie rear. 

It was a pjovidential measure certainly, for 
scarcely liad they arrived at the foot of the 
sloping acclivity, ere a savage yell broke the 
stillness of the soHtude with a thousand echoes, 
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and like a pack of wolves in full cry, a "troop 
horsemen rose over a nelghbouri% swell' and 
came charging down upon them with lances 
lowered. 

Pushing their steeds, however, with whip and 
goad up the steep ascent, the travellers secured 
themselves Vithln the welcome precincts of the 
little fortress on its brow before they suffered 
molestation from their pursuers; and the latter 
seeing that they had failed in their design, and 
tliat the party was in a position which more than 
compeiisated for a wide disparity of numbers, 
abandoned the mode of attack and disnppeared 
among the cotton-groves of the bottom adjoining, 
after making a rapid reconnaimznee of the ground. 
At this instant, the sun which since, noon had 
been obscured, scut forth a stream t)f ruddy light 
that touched the cliffs, groves, and rolling swells 
of the landscape with a huelike fire. 

Heladee was riglit,” thought Ellen. This 
is a world full of mysteries, and we see every 
thing dimly as through a glass. Who could have 
believed the prophecy of the medicine-wolf would 
come true? Verily, we have seen strangers, and 
the sun is not yet gone down!'’ 

They liad now ample leisure to scan the curious 
place in which they were. This, as already 
stated, was a circular stone bfcldin|[, thrown up 
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probably at no distant period by some party for 
protection against a superior force, for it was in 
good preservation, roofed and ereneled, and ca- 
pable of containing a mucli larger number of 
individuals than such as now appropriated for 
themselves and horses the space within its walls. 

The voyageur expressed his satisfaXition at the 
strength of the position, and aided by the others, 
piled fragments of i*ock across the narrow entrance 
until it was closed by a barricade that reached as 
higli as a man’s breast; when, well ensured against 
the emergency of a sudden attack, he set about 
ascertaining the resources of the little garrison, 
regulated the watch : secured from a clumj) of 
cotton-trees that grew at the foot oi' the ridge, 
bark enough to supply the horses; with fodder for 
several days : filh'd their water-skins with water 
which sprang fr(»m a cleft in the rock hard by ; 
and in fact took every precaution that either his 
veteran experience or the sagacity of his asso- 
ciates suggested in making ready for the siege 
wdiich he knew they would have to undergo. 

Meanwhile Conrad unpacked the camp equi- 
page, and with the help of Ellen and Heladee, 
made a comfortable Iodging-j)lace for the whole 
party in a part of the fortalice the furthest re- 
moved from the liorses. 

He liad little ado in quieting the fears of his 
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gentle assistants, for both of them were too well 
used to alarms to feel much intiniMated by the 
serious aspect of affairs. Indeed, the India^i maid 
sef ed to gather enthusiasm by the occasion, for 
moved aild spoke with an air of energy and 
decision, and more than onc(' Conrad paused in 
astonishment at licr altered^grnanner, and saw that 
her eye was flashing with unwonted fire, while a 
curl of j)roud disdain was on hex lip, as in oppo- 
sition to some rebel weakness slie strove to cpiell. 

The lofty summit uj)on which they were, over- 
looked like a waich-toAvor, the valley below, and 
formed on the opposite side to that which led up 
from the prairie a j)er}>cndicular precipice tliat 
shot beyond its general Ixmndary, and intersected 
a portion of the luxuriant brake of tlic sheltered 
bottom land. It was Av(dl chosen therefore as a 
point of observation as well as of* defence : and to 
give the earliest notice (»f any menacing move- 
ment on the part of their assaiknits, a sentinel 
was posted in an advantageous place, whence 
unseen himself, he could scan with readiness 
every portion of the ground in the vicinity of the 
bluff, either in the grassy valle}' or on the higher 
and less fertile level of the prairie. l>ut Salexis, 
who took the first turn of duty, clambered in over 
the barricade in the twilight, staying that he had 
not seen anytliing larger than a leaf move, and 
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that a storm was gathering in the sunset; and, 
era long, tlie^wnnd arose and blew in violent gusts 
over ^hc ])luiF, whistling drearily through the 
orannies of the fort, and the rain poured heavily 
down, accompanied 33” heavy thumder and some 
Idinding flashes. This disturbance of the ele- 
ments was only temporary, notwithstanding, and 
soon pass(;d over, for wdien Couteau-croclie, who 
was on guard, h)oking out at the stars through 
tlie oj)cning in the doorway, roused Sewantus 
with the intimation that it was after midnight, 
the skj was entirely cloudless, and partially illu- 
minated* by the moon, then in the middle of its 
second (pinrtcr. The royngo.ur in another minute 
was asleep in the vacated bed, while the Mohawk, 
standing erect beside the entrance, commenced 
Ills watch. 

For more than an hour he ke])t his position as 
motionless as the stone agaimst which he leaned. 
Evciy thing was still. The ^vind had lulled, and 
excej)t an occasional respiration from the slum- 
befers, whose shapes were barely visible in the 
se^anty rays that found their way through the 
embrasures, nothing broke the dead monotony of 
th(» night. 

Sewantus felt it not, however; his heart was 
filled to overflowing with restless thoughts and 
voices that s])oke alone to him in the silence of 
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the midnight watch, and kept him busilj^ em- 
ployed. And from time to time his eye glanced 
towards the place where the females reposed, and 
lingered upon the curving outlines of Ellen’s for^ii 
which was more distinctly traced out than those 
of the rest by a pencil of moonlight tliat obtained 
admittance through a loo{)holc under which she 
lay. 

The weather was sultry, atul the maiden used 
no covering over her ordinary dress, the folds of 
whi(9i trembled in the silvery beam as with each 
breath of the fair sleeper they rose and fell. 

Ha! what was that? The light above the 
maiden is suddenly obscured, {/ould it be by 
a cloud? No, for through the other apertures it 
still sliines in a steady^ stream. 

►Sewantus held his breatli, his heart stood still, 
for a long naked arm protruded its(dl‘ cautiously 
through the loo}>hol(N touched the round slioulder 
of the unconscious Ellen, and then w^as gradually 
withdrawn. 

Sewantus recovered breath wuth a s})asm, and 
the blood rushed to his brow. Once more the 
human limb entered the aperture',; but this time 
there was a blade in its clenched extn'ruity, for it 
caught the light with a flash as it hovered over 
the breast of the sleeper to make sure pi‘its aim. 

Sewantus crept up like carcajou, and seized the 
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ann in his grip; (lashing at the sarae time liis 
butclicr-kiilfe through the fleshy part between the 
bones, and transfixing it into a fissure of the 
wall; then, iusjnred by a feeling of uncontrollable 
tenderness for ilie designed victim, he folded his 
arm around and moved licr gently ^o one side. 
In tlie act, the cheek of the Indian rested for a 
moment against hers; but Ibr a moment only, 
and witli scarcely iiressiire sufficient to disturb 
Ellen, wlum he sjirang uj) and uttered a- cry. 

Tlie echo reverberated still within tlie cavc-like 
building, 'when each indi\jdual was on his feet 
and ])rcj)ared fur the attack. 

After a lew desjiemte wrenches, to tear itself 
from the double bond lliat lield it fast, the strancre 

o 

arm ceased to struggle in the grasp of the Mo- 
liawk, and the weapon, a knilc of copper, fell 
from its relnxetl lingers njion the ground. 

“ A light ! A light !" cried Cuuteau-croche. 

Wliat Irnx* you got there — a snakij?’^ 

“A mocassin snake,’' was the calm reply; He 
was going to bite, but I seized him behind the 
tongue. Tliere is no jiower in liim now.” 

With a fen sjiarks striiek from a flint, a candle 
made of the comb (fl* the wild bee mixed with 
bears grease, was (quickly lighted, and revealed to 
every one the cause of the alarm ; at the same 
time Sewautua gave a guttural, expressive of 
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extreme surprise, for the arm he hehl all at oiiee 
bewail to j;'lve ay ay, and slid entirely within tiic 
opening: and witli a shudder of horror he relin- 
quished his grasp, and it dropped, severed and 
lifeless on the tloor, 

“ Tounerra (If .Dft‘u ! Tins tledgTing ot the 
Devi] has j>rescrv(‘d his sealj) and left us his claw 
instead/' said tin' nKtatffttr ; “-He was a (Minning 
craw tish, to slx'd it in that manner; but I doubt 
if another will grow out in its place. He has 
[mreliased his !lti‘ dearly/' 

‘‘I have hunted/' observed Salexis, sag(‘ly ; 
‘‘and J neverthought any live creature more human 
than a beav(‘r, e<»uld ha\'<' tlx* heart to es(*ape in 
that fashion. .Many times, on visiti^.g tlx; traj>s, 
in th(' nioninig, have I lound the steel s]»rung, 
wirli a bea\e!'V paw eaughi in it and gnawed 
clean otl. Do warrior^ pra(*ii>e smdi devices in 
this land 

‘•1 cannot tell/* answered lleladee, to whom the 
speaker relenaM, averting h(‘r fae(‘ from the 
bleeding limb: “ d'he Searrotl Arms have hatchets 
andean use them, evenon themselves, in extremity, 
it appears ; tlxw liave no liearts !'’ 

“ lleladee Is riglit," remarked Sewantiis; the 
member is lopj>e<l through flesh aii<l bone, at a 
blow ; and see, there are the marks of his nation, 
scored across it." 

VOL. 111. 
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I'liis was really the ease, lor it was the left arm, 
and ))or(i upon it several eieatri(K;s, such as wore 
known to (.‘onstilnte tlie distinguishing badge of 
the (‘uoniies ol‘lhe J\l(‘(licinc Hows. 

‘^iot us make a sort] (C (‘rmd Conrad “ wt‘. 
may yet re(M)ver the villain sp}-, and chastise his 
confederates, should any of tluan be lurking 
near. 

“Move Jiot one <4’ y(\ at your ])eril !’ vsald 
Coiitciau-c-roche imperatively; barring the eu 
trance with his body: our strength lies^ Avlthln 
those walls, for tlu* pn'sent. As for the Scarred 
Ann, he wdll not re])eat his ex()erim(mt this moon, 

I r(U‘kon. Il(‘ has got his dost*, and wont have* the 
l(‘ast stomach l‘or fighting, you may be sure.** 

“ llai'k !*' hroke in Salexis, ahnq)tly, as a long 
wolf-]ik(‘ howl rose IVom the defih* that hal int(> 
the lower grounds ; ‘"The Scarred Arm is calling 
Tor helj). The lil’e is running' t)ut oj'him last.*’ 

“ His brethren will gather round him at th(‘ 
cry, like turkty buzzards at tin* setmt ol‘ blood,** 
rejoiimd llu? r/n/i/fjnfr ; “ l^et us jdiig the crenels, 
brave^, and remain in our dim : none will ven- 
ture in u])on grizzly bears wditm they have their 
ey(*s oj>en and smell ti'cason! 

“ True ! true ! stoj) up the loo})-holes ; it was a 
stujnd (►versight and might have done woeful mis- 
chief,** said the others : ami they ])rocecdcd at once 
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t(» lollow tlu* advice of the. vot/dijn/r^ ajid made 
the walls of file i'uri hotli (‘ve and arrow ])roof, 
in evei-y ]>an except the do(n*, wlua’e a single 
o[>eiiing nMiiaiiied ; through this meanwhile, a 
lig'hte<l llamheaii ol’ hark was thr(>wn, vvliieh shed 
a lei-ight glare' over the vieiiiily and se'ciued them 
from a surprise. 

Tliey remained on the aleTt, until daybreak, 
without further molestati«>n, hut they W(‘re 
assiux'd, ]»y a sa\age yell that rose from the 
bosom ()1‘ tin' val(‘, some time ath'r the (‘seape by 
S(.4f ainpuiati(»n, ot' the daring advimiurtu* wdiose 
return it a.niiouneed : that th(*y would ha\e uuht 
trouble in gaTting rid of' the Jiialignant crew who 
had Ix^set them thus early, u[>on theii' homeward 
joillTK'V. 

in fact, no s‘joner wasda\iigljt fairly abroad in 
the j)!ains and one of tlu' j)arly ]>ost<‘d again, as a, 
.sentinel, on thebr(uv of the, hlutf, than ]h‘ utten'd 
a warning er> , an<j ni8he<l haek into the '^tom' 
citadel, Avilli a hound; and almost in the same 
instant, the eiu*my hroki* fi'tiin the eops<-wood 
on tlu', ascent, and as>ailed the fort witli fnrv, 
discliarging a showtu’ (d arrows at eaeh loop-hole 
in the w all, and elimhiiig on the roof for tlm pur- 
pose of tearing the stone work asunder, t(j (dfi'Ct 
an mi trance from above. 

JUit the material was more wT'ighty than thev 
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had auticipated, and watching tlieir opportunity, 
l!ie l>C8ieged, with spears and arrows, put two of 
iJu'in hors-de-^coiithat^ in tlje act : vvlien the rest 
narcjated with tlieir disabled companions, yelling 
liki‘ fiends with inortilication and rage. 

Al‘l(‘i a short pause, which enabled tlie party in 
tlie fort, to recover breatli and re[>air the damages 
in tlie roof, the Scarred Arms were again u}>on 
tiunn : l)ut thi< time they chose a different mode 
oj’ [jroeeeding. .Kiding u[) the slope of the bluff' 
on tlieir horses, each bore in his arm a faggot of 
long grass, from the bottom meadows ; these they 
lighted from a torch vvhich one carried, and 
da.diing lx‘](lly f(»rward, threw them with precision 
vJiie after the other, a'^ they jiassed, over the 
f>ai’i-ieade of the doorway into the midst of the 
little garriMni. 

TIk‘ stratagem was well conceived, rapidly 
iOsceiited, and nearly fatal to the ]»arty ; for the 
interior (4‘ the st(/ne retreat was immediately con- 
verted into a flaming furnace, by the combustible 
maierial thrown into it, which blaz(*dnpand filled 
th(^ eonlined sjiace with intolerable heat and smoke; 
so that they (cify escaped by wr 4 ])ping themselves 
up in buffalo skins and ajiplying their mouths to 
tJie looj)-holes ; which ])reserved their clothes 
from the fire and themselves from suffocation. 
Ihtt the horses were less fortunate, and screaming 
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with j)ain aud terror, daslu'd their hoofs 

the stone, in their frantic* eftorts to break tlirouah. 

Sacre 7h/mmr / tliis will m*ver do,"' cried 
Conteau-croche, wks^n the grass was eonsuitied 
and the smoke ])egan t<> (*h‘nr olK “I^etter to die* 
like men, in the o]K‘n air, than he stifled here like 
inusk-rats in a lade. Hold ])ack the mustangs 
wliile I break down the barrier!'* 

Better leave tluan and the women Avithin, and 
do our work outside tin* doorway,"" sngg(‘sted 
Sewautiis. 

“■Good! Good r sliouted liis companions, ami 
in anotlier minute the four l(*apod the luirricade 
and stood exposed against tlu-ir advc'rsaries, who. 
now reduced t<’» sev<'n in nnmixn*, wore already 
dismounted and enseoneed in a ihieket, within l)ovv- 
sliot of the iort. 

From this they now lK‘gaii to shoot iheii- 
arrows in (piiek succession, and though they made 
shift to delend tluansclves from these missiles, in 
some degree, with their butfalo shiedds, both 
Scwanlus and Coutenn-croehe we re struck sinmh 
taneously, one in ibe leg and tlie other in the 
arm, but not very severely, nor before* another 
foeman liad been made to bite the dust by a we lh 
aimed shot from the e*arbinc ed’ the* latter: who 
discliargcid bis last bullet with a curse, and flung 
the useless wea})on after it at the enemy, as tliey 
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broke iinpetiioiL'^ly from the cover and rushed 
towards tlioiii. 

Uttcaniig ejaeulations of nstonislinient at the 
ex])losion and its effect, tlie Scarred Arms, paused: 
but tlie leader, nothiiiij^ intimidated, urged tlicin 
on with vehement gestures, and regaining confi- 
d(auH‘, tlujy raised a fierce whoop and followed 
him to tli(‘ attack. 

This h'adcr was of a tall, gaunt figure, fantas- 
tically })ainted, and wearing a mask formed of the 
skin of a buffaloe’s head, with the horns and tail 
attached, which gave* him an un(.‘0uth satyr-like 
a]>])earance. 

Salexis stopjied forth boldly to receive him, and 
they engaged in single combat, while their associ- 
ates closed ill a l)ody, with knives, inac(is, and 
shields. 

lie WTLs no match for the Abenake warrior, 
that painted foeman, though he lea]>cd with 
wonderlul agility from side to side to evade his 
blows, and wdelded a stone hatchet wdth consider- 
able rapidity and skill ; and more than once the 
bone-spiked mace of Salexis came in close proxi- 
mity to his body, when, wdth a crushing swT^ep, 
the blow intended for the head struck obliquely 
against the horns, and the fastenings of the 
mask giving w\ay, it fell to the ground and dis- 
closed the features of Bizou-ko-kok-has ! 
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TIr* energy was paralyzed hi th(‘ warrior's 
limbs, ami the manly s[>irit in his heart when he 
heheld tlu‘ ill-omened visage of the sorcerer glaring 
maliciously upon him. The weapon iell from his 
nervcdcss hand, tl^e bu<*kh‘r I'rom his drooping 
arm : and shrinking hack, he permitted the supin- 
stition of his race 1<» overinastm' those strong 
faculties which no (^>rdinary opposition eonld i^ither 
weaken or subdue. 

The oilnu', observing the diseomliturc of his 
opponent, seizcid the advantage*, and with a siul- 
den S])ring darted foi'ward and buried his stem* 
axe in his nak<Ml shouhh'r. T1 h‘. keen edge‘ (dove 
through muscle, clavicle, ami luilg, and Salexis fell 
like a riven oak to the ground. 

‘‘lie! h(‘!'' seiTamed the sorcerm*, in the 
Iaiiguag(^ oi‘ the Abenake. ilourihlilng his toma- 
hawk willi a gesture of triuiiipli ; “ the son of the 
eaunenum lias lost his way I IIo must not com(‘ to 
the sunset >o far, seareiiiiig for a bird that mocks 
— The M(;di<dne Owl lias wings !” 

It was his k'lvst sjieeeh, for a missile cut the air 
wdth a sharp wliiz, and smote him full upon tln^ 
brow. It was tlie war club of St'vvaiitus, ami its 
errand was death ; the skull crushed like a calabash, 
and Jlizon-ko-kok-lias wdth a groan measured his 
leng'tli oil the moss, beside the countryman he luid 
slain. 
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Yet Sewantus^ who with Conrad and the vo\j- 
ntjeur was battling furiously, witliin a few paces, 
aven<^(‘d his fallen comrade at the risk of his own 
lil(‘ : for being wounded, as we have said, liis 
footing was unsteady, and in the very act of hurl- 
ing the deadly weapon, he lost his balance and 
fell ; and before he could either rise or draw his 
knife an enemy was upon him, and he had to 
ward off his rapid knife-thrusts with his buckler. 

One minute moni and his fate would have been 
sealed ; the rest were hotly ])rcssed, and cut off 
from him by the fluctuations of the strife ; th(‘ 
blood of the Maqua began to flow from each limb, 
his only defence was beaten aside — his breast lay 
bare to the stroke. 

The Scarred Arm with a look of triumph, fixed 
his knee on the thigh of the prostrate warrior, 
and raised his weapon deliberately, when a 
woman’s shriek rang over the field, and Heladee, 
springing from the doorway of the f'oil, with a 
buffalo robe, flung it over tbe Scarred Ann, whose 
back was towards her, and threw him back. 

Llki* a spring released from juessure, Sewaiitus, 
w(iak as he was, rose up, and darted iij)t)n lus foe, 
who had grasped the girl hy the arm, and was 
struggling to free himself from the folds of the 
skin. With a grasp and a wild convulsion, all at 
once he ceased his efforts; the blade of the 
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Moliawk was true to its mark — the wars of tlic 
Scarred Arm at an end ! 

Seeing the fate of their companions, and now 
mastering only four, the enemy lost courage and 
retreated with a cry of despair: iin]>iirsued by the 
heroic little band, who, bleeding, (‘xhaiisted, and 
ovenvludmed with anguish for the loss they had 
sustained, lot lliem de])arl wdtiiout even drawing 
a bowstring to impede their {light. 

Dragging tlieinselves with th(‘ air of defeated 
men, back to the fort, they consoUxl Ellen with 
the intelligence of’ the de})artnre of their fierca^ 
assailants, and sought Ikt as.sistari(*e, with that of 
the hrave Indian maiden, to hijid up the fl(‘sh 
wounds, from which not one of the tlireo survivors 
^vas oxcmj)t, in the desperate corifli(‘t tliat laid 
taken place. 

All at once, a wdioop of dcditince was hi*ard 
from the lower grounds, and looking down, they 
beheld the foemen sAvee])iiig along, on their depar- 
ture up the valley, and making insulting gestnr(‘s 
to them as they passed out of arrow shot, 
beneath the bluff; the long grass parting from 
their trail, like ri[>plcri from a vessel’s pnMv, 
cloven by the chests of their horses as thev forced 
their way steadily tlirough the sea of herbage. 

By the holy cross!” cried the rotjaijcin^ 
springing to his feet, his face livid with pa.'-sion, 
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and every nerve aroused and quivering at the 
sight, that bravado shall cost thee dearly, thou 
brood of hell ! ’’ And running towards the spot 
where the resinous pine torch used ])y the enemy 
lay smouldering still uj)oii the ground : he caught 
it up, drew a laggot of bark from the fort, rushed 
with it to the cliti *. and setting it in a blaze, threw 
it with all his might from the edge, two hundred 
feet down into the valley helow. 

“ It is our turn now!’* hissed Coiiteau-eroche 
l)etw(;en his teeth : let ns see who will stand fin' 
best : honest men or dogs. The wind is south- 
west, and the hollow heads to the sunrise. Gave] 
ye aeciirsed, There is a hlood-hound at your 
heels — hot and strong ! 

The effect was terrific. At first a small red 
ttuigne dart(‘d in a ]>ufF of smoke from amongst 
the <lry grass and vveed*^, a belch oi‘ Hame suc- 
<‘c<*dc(l : it expanded lik(; ;• Irain of gun})Owder 
over the vicinity ; it caught the iiu]>nlse of the 
bret^ze, and spreading out like the wings of the 
aurora, rushed with inconceivable ra])idity, crack- 
ling and howling like a tempest u]) the narrow 
vale: devouring the groves, thickets, and every 
green thing in its t)assage ; swirling up into the 
air, in columns of spiral flame, and inundating 
the meadows between the elifls, with a sea of 
raging fire. 
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Wild animals, scared Iron) their ret reats, sprang; 
roaring away from the devouring element, ami 
tlu‘ pralri(‘ lien rose screaming from the brake, and 
disa[)])eared in the thick smoke that obscured tlie 
atmosphere alxH C. 

The ominous sound reached the (,‘ars of the 
fugitives, and looking back they beheld the flood 
of fire rolling on, aveng(‘r-lj|ve, in their roaCr 
Dispersing in nnspeakaldt* terror, otjo kished his 
horse onward, in llie hope of outstripping the 
conflagratio]! : another daslu‘d to iind fro aeross 
the bottoim through the eopsewood and tangled 
pea-vines, and breasted the sid(‘s of the preei- 
pices in the cndeavonr to leach the upper 
prairie; while anotlior again iorsook his liors(‘ and 
strov<‘ to scale the per])endieadar walls tliat im- 
prisoned tliern on cither side. 

But faster than the flee test vsteedthat siiuifs the 
prairie air, came roaring on tin' <l(%solating storm. 
It curled over them ; it licked them round with its 
greedy tongues : it swojd on in a mighty surge 
that tlirew its jets far above tlie rocky steeps, and 
fired the ])Iams beyond. Could vengeance satisfy, 
then were the travellers consoh‘d, for the destruc- 
tion of those who had assailc<l tlicin was now 
fearfully complete. 

Hot and strong ! ’’ muttered the voyaffmr, 
repeating his last words as he witnessed the awful 
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result with stern rigidity of muscle. It was a 
lucky idea and did the business well.” Then, with 
a quick revulsion of feeling at the thought of his 
dead comrade, he threw himself down upon his 
face and wept. 
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ClIAPTER XX. 

He coTYieth ! Death is bore 

How cold the clow 
Starts o’er my tcmjdes I Wjjk; it not away. 

Shame on your tears I Leave me alone with Death I 
For I will meet him as a brave man should. 

And hurl defiance at him. — Mrs. SinooRNhy . 

They w'cro gatliered around the foriu of the 
striekeu hniilor^ who lay yet wliere he htid fallen 
senseless, at tlic sorcerer's Idow. 

SaJexis Avas not dead: and he revived after a 
time, but only tot)re])are for that mysterious sleep 
which we call death, and the red-man, a journey ; 
but which both believe to be a transition to some 
hap])ier state. 

Salcxis was wounded beyond the leech’s skill, 
and passing graduaUy away. 

In specchlesB woe the members of the little, 
group gazed upon the faithful companion of their 



254 


ELLEN CLAYTON; OK, 


past toils, froii) wlioiii they were now destined to 
part, and strove by supporting liis head, to assuage 
the pangs he was suifciring ; — for at each breath, the 
blood burst forth mixed with froth from the 
wound(;d lung ; — the axe Ian ing ]>enetrated th(* 
texure of that most delicate tissue, ii))on the sound- 
ness of which, as upon a, gossamer web that a 
touch annihilates, depends so entinjiy the precari- 
ous life of man. 

The simple-minded, the equable, the brave and 
uiqiretending Salexis, whose worth appeared to 
grow more fully into view% and add a deeper 
poignancy to their sorrow% now that they werci 
about to lose him ; lay as a soldier should, stricken, 
but not disconsolate, upon his last field. 

"Idle glory of the sun is revealed to us more 
fully at its setting than when, true to its allotted 
trust,, it kept the even tenor of its way. The 
wnirk of tlie fin’ester was done. “ I wdll go to 
slec]),’' said he: the earth is my mother ; it is 
good to r(\st upon her bosom,” 

“ Bring tlie jiaiiit, brothers !” The dying man 
sjioke with vigour, though he quelled a convulsive 
tremor that shook the muscles of his face and 
forehead, by a mighty effort of the will, and could 
only eonv erse in the intervals of pain : — 

“Giv(‘ me my knife and bow ! Salexis must 
appear like a wuirrior before his fatlicrs.” 
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Tlu'y did in silence what he required, and 
Scwaiitus kneeling down, applied vermilion to the 
face of the hunter, in the innnner of the eastern 
tribes, and j)laced his wcni)ons in his bauds. 

‘‘ He is ready for the journey now/’ he mur- 
mured, with a }>lacid look; — The path of the 
sunset is bnig/' "‘Sewantus,” said ho, after a 
pause,— eyeing the young man with tender regard, 
‘‘ tliou art a true i^>n of tlie fon'st ])eo])le. I will 
say to thy aneients, — 1)(‘ at peace ; there are braves 
still among the Macpias. When 1 am gone away, 
take my bear-collar and wear it for a memorial- 
belt, telling always of tlu‘ war-])ath in Avhich 
yalexis lies.’’ 

Alter anorh(U' ijdA.Tval of sntfering, the wounded 
man rallied, and asked in a strong voice — 

“ (’outeau-eroehe V’ where art thou?” 

“ Her(%” aiiswenvd the moving round 

in front of his comrade, and waiting anxiously for 
liis words, as he inquired, What eheor, brother?” 

“ Have w(‘ not hunted?” demanded Salcxis, 
witli a sertme smile. 

Ay, that have wc,” answered the other, half 
choking with his emotions, and unable to look 
upon bis questioner, who rejoined : — 

Very well. Some day wc will go on another 
hunt logethcr, up in the clear sky yonder. They 
say tluit country is full of game. I will soon see. 
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I have to ,1(0 then; now. In a little, thou wilt 
hear ni}' last soiiiX of travel.’’ 

Then eaJlIn^ the females, wlio came to his side 
with shrouded faces, he took a hearty leave of 
them, biddiiiii; Ileladee to he (hecrful hearted, and 
Ellen ‘‘ to talk to tlie Man above about him, some- 
times ; but not to shed tears, either of them : 
they were the saj) ol' the core and should not be 
wasted, tor he had Inward saj’, ' he told them, 
“ tiiat an Indian (‘.up-full of tears shortened life 
by a moon.’’ 

To C'oni-ad lie <]^ave a J^olemn commission, which 
h(‘ said he would entrust only to his lK‘st-loved 
friend : ns he regarded the fiillilment of its injunc- 
tion a matter of seri. ns imjxirtanee to his peace in 
that shadowy realm to which he was s(^ stieedily 
liash'.Tiing. 

“ Cut otlTiiy scalp-lock,’’ said he, “and eaiTy it 
back with tbec to the sunrise, and if so be that 
thou goest not thyself to the country of the Aben- 
akes, liiid some lionest man travelling that way, 
and let him d< liver it into the hands of my jieople. 
Then they will say, Salexis died honourably, 
and has sen this lock of pride, that it may be 
placed with his fatlu'rs’ bones, among tlie graves 
on the renohscot : the river of rolling waters, — let 
it ))C so. AVilt thmi do this, my son, truly and 
well ? — 1 must soon 0:0.” 
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Conrad, with a biinsting heurt, |)r()nhse<] him 
that he would (‘oni]dy faitlifully with his wishes : 
and having thus settled all his worldly affairs, th<‘ 
simple-minded warrior conmuaieed a low ehant, 
in his native tonn-uc ; Ioav at first, iiiartieuhite and 
broken, but soon swellinii; out (dear and full, with 
an energy that appeared to triumph, for tlie time, 
over pain and debility^ and to retard the progress 
ol‘ the fell tyrant that was wra])])ing him in his 
(‘.oils. 

He is making his breast clean be.foia* the 
Master/’ said Couteau-eroclie, who alone knew 
the dijxlect of the Abenake; ‘Mic is singitig his 
deatli song,” said he in a low voice to Conrad ; “ it 
IlS the fashion of a red-skin to confess his truunj>hs 
before* he dies/' 

‘‘"Listen,*’ said Sewantus solemnly such a bra\ e 
should talk well to the spirit to whom he goes." 

“He docs! ])y the holy cross, he does!’' re- 
])lied the voyagvAiry with emphasis.” “ 1 never 
knew he had done so many manly deeds as tlu)S{‘ 
whereof he speaks. He was no braggart, tliis poor 
Salexis. A plain soldier, comrades. Ay, — an 
honest man.” 

“ Ha I” exclaimed the warrit>r with a powerful 
expirati(m ul^ruptly terminating his strain, and 
looking steadily, and with a mien of dauntless 
resolution, straight before him : — 
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“ Stand ofi; ]>rothers! back! back! I will meet 
liiin like a man. — He shall not make a woman of 
Sal(‘xis! Ills heart is strong!"' — and, as if in 
with an imaginary foe, he ros(' lialf up and 
made s(-veral thrusts with his knife in tlie air. 

It was tlu^ last flash of the ta]>er. In another 
moment he fell heavily back, murmuring the 
(rreat Sinrlt/s name. A dull shade j)assed over 
him — be was dead. 

“ What iiicompi\‘lu‘nsible meaps brought tlua' 
unto llfo: bital spot, ill-starred and lingo v(;rnabl(‘ 
man ?'* soliloipiised (k)nrad, as, some hours aJter 
tile melanclioly scene we have <lcscril)ed,, he bent 
ovi‘v tlie remains « i* the sor(‘crer, whose teatures 
had softened down^ and lost much ol* their animal- 
like ferocity and cunning, in the calm ])lacidity of 
death. 

“ lUit wliatever the ]>ower once given to thy 
unscrupulous keeping, it lias deserted thee at last* 
And with tluui, the evil influence that Imng for 
yi'ars like mddew upon our fortunes, is for ever 
(jindled. Take with thee the gloom and anguish 
of the jiast. Ihirv them in thy grave, — jwactiser 
of forbidden rites; wo can spare them well.'" 

It was not to be wondered at tliat he should 
attribute th(‘ [U’cscnce of the detected poisoner, 
whom he suj)j)osed to be safely incarcerated in 
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Lalmiizcl, to the oflccts of inagic alone ; partieu- 
larly in an ngc notorious tor its religions belief in 
witchcraft, and evil sy>irits of* various kinds. (k)n- 
rad kiu'w not that llie conjuror had made his 
es(‘a|)e by the most vsimple means, and fo]lo\yed 
upon their trail : tliat he had stolen tlie horst? 
missed in crossing the mountains, and fallen in, 
subsequently, with a war [>arty of Scarred Anns, 
whom h(‘ induced, with the ho])e ol‘ plunder and 
tin* assuraiKH^ of an easy triumph, to dog the 
fo(»tsteps of the travellers, and fall upon them 
unawares, at the first convenient op[)ortunity ; a 
eatastroplni wliieli the remarkable mirage alone 
enabled the weaker party to avoid, and caused 
that ehaiig(' in their own juweedings wliicli ter- 
juinated in eompletc disaster: as we hav(*- seen. 

Th(* nigld following this eventful day was one 
of distress and watching — the most inolanelioly 
they liad (iver yet spent in tlie prairies. Tlu^ 
mourners were alone with the dead: and those 
wlio might have slept but for very wretchedness 
of mind, could not fr(>m the pain of their wounds, 
which began to stiffen and inflame. And ytd, 
through the long dismal night, they seldom spc>k(‘ 
to one another ; for conversation apj)earod sacri- 
lege in the o’erbrooding silence and indefinaf)l(‘ 
presence., which tlicy could not j)ut by. Who is 
there that hath not felt that same vague shudder, — 
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that ‘^senf^e wliich lifts tlic hair Iroai tho soalp to 
tlu‘ anklo that awful consoipiifin(\«> which absorbs 
our very bciiiij^ in its intensity, during; tlic still 
hours of vij^il when the sleeper of lh(‘ room is — 

l)(^•dh: 

Tlu* darkness under the (douds was like* a [>ali 
throu;i;h which tlie. inoon's fceldc I’ays could not 
penetrate*: but liere and th(*re, u]){)n tlu- [U'auio, a 
p;r(iiit h3'dra-lik(‘ ribbon ol‘ llame siiowed -vlu-n* 
th(' (‘onfiaoration stilt rat»:e‘d. amonp' tlu sii(U't 
o'rowth (d the upper h‘\e!.'. Oii tlu* bon/.euu i;n>- 
pheitoiiiruou ac->u:iied du a pj j-.-u r.nicc ♦;!' a b;o\' .,1 
lurid hix . sjfumui!^ liu Id lek -k . aused I*) uf; 
elevation at that poiM. p. Pu -imiui'ii v\iuidi 
the- e<msuiiiiU^^ (:h‘i ul had L'i\’uim!ll\ > repi, h-av- 
in;f ‘islies. sinoke. and desuLmou iu if^ li’acK. 

riiev hurled tlieil eoiu/ae!.' uudiu' t'w- aaitheij 
flo<»i* ol' the Indian (orl. vith Isi* arm- aud act ou- 
treJiienls, and piaoisioned a^ h-r a tiarreh ; and 
sni<l over lum a pj'a>d\ d1i(*\ Huir’ered b) tlu 
s(‘]>u]cliro ol* tlu'ir frie-ml. and car\e<l hi^^ name 
careiully, with a lv!ufeV*p()in1 n[»on tlu* stone ualb 
Idu y mount etl iheir horses (*ne<' mor<*. and w wu 
tluar way sadly, to tlu* east, ov(‘r tlu* bhu‘k(*nr'd 
waste*. But ofUiinee^ the*}' we)uld turn round Te> 
tal;e a fre'sh farew^ell of the Ion‘;*-e*ons])ienoei.'- 
e*Tnineiua*, anel its little tenver, whiedi ^Yas now 
eonsee'rati'd in their eyes, less fur the shelter it 
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liiid aiidrdcd them, than for the preciouis de}K)8it 
it coiilalned. 

Like many a Ihdf in that vavSt desert, it liad 
s(irved tlie d(ni])h^ }»urpos(* oi‘ a fortress and a 
tonih. 

it i'or this. aJas ! that I took thee from 
tliy liorne — to die in a j>traJiL;o i:oid ? ' thoupcht 
Conrad, will? hitler self-nphraldiiiii', sinking his 
la;ad npoi; )^i^ hja^ast as he rode dej(.‘etedjy along: 
’'hMi.mv r;iltl5rol a»»mpanioi5, when' wdl T find 
au'e.i;: tliV living.’ llkene.'-r l.’iieri* was that ahout 
<!}} laMiirc w I:i«‘h tla* d ' '-lier.- ui die t*ities have 
kio:; lo,‘ ‘ It iijion :u a.^- >n a ooin, tht^ 

ramp la t heator. tVrsii and ••icar, sliowing it 
I < ' h' ' 1 ■, t'i t n:' V’ hi. 

pa.Mori; ii r : mA , 0 . uj»riL‘lit mar^ 

litst liidiaii ‘Viend. W'heii 1 for- 
ma\ thi^ an. ii ’ palsied and wiy iiest 
if tju -ti'.fkee lio.v/' ’ Ala-' dan after all our 
o. afi.h rii. j. t. *! mid eiid thn- ! I'lus last trial is 
lie .i.'-’.h-t eo have yot It'niie. (ioU ah* MS. or 
V, ■' n- t i>ii 
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(’lIArTEJI XXL 

AN rNF-X I*KC1K1> PISCl.OSURK. 

One evening, nhont a \veek Hiihsequently, the 
li'avelJers pitched iheir teut^s in a verdant nook 
u]>(»n one. <>i llu* l)rai .lies oi tlic Missimri, across 
which tlieir coin*se lay , an(l after llie usual duties 
ol* eiH‘aiu])iiig tor the iiighl won* eonipleted, Se- 
want us iiitiinatcd, secretly, a dcsii’C', to .^]»eak with 
tanirad: upon which, the latlia' drew aside with 
his tfii'iid, who, a.s soon as iIkw w-erc out ot* (‘ar- 
du)t, ])aused, idldt'd his anus grav(;ly, looked in- 
tently at the ground, then in tli|5 face of his coni- 
)»anion, and ileinanded ahrujitly : — 

“ Hav(' w'c not hecui as brothers, by day and by 
night, now for more than sixty and ten moons 
and six ? Docs the son of Ka-na-ro-kos speak 
with a bmgiK* that is not forked?” 

lie does, surely,” replied Conrad, surprised 
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at the ([iiestloii jls well :is the earnestness of the 
s[)eakcr. 

Then is it jnst that there should be anything 
hidden between us? That whjit Ixdongs only to 
one, the otlu'r should er;nTi after and think upon, 
continuallv, and dissemble in Ins (‘onduet all the 
while — like a man who looks oiu^ way and goes 
auollu'r; is this the duty of a brave man and a 
fri(‘n\I ?'’ 

‘‘ ( ■ertainly not : but wlunadbn* do you ask it 
of me, Se want us ?” 

Tiiat my brother may know him lie has 
trusted, lie sees before him a man witli a double 
heart ; one who took jirlde to himself because h(‘ 
was a .Ma({na — for the Marjuas ar(‘ honoundde 
men — and n<‘V(‘rtheless, has done this thing." 

o 

“ Wdiai mean you, Sewantus?” cried ('onrad, 
witii uideign(‘d astonishment. 

“ J^isten,*^ rc'.plied Sewantiis, taking a few strides 
aside, and coming rajiidly back and confronting 
the other with a disordered (ixpression of c()unte- 
nance, whitdi, as lie sjiokc, he made an effort to 
(juell : — 

Docs my brother remember tlie day wlum h<‘ 
who has gone from us was delivered from the 
torture and taken into the iriendship of the 
Maquas ? Very well ; that day Sewantus-walie 
fell sick by looking ujion a strange flower, which 
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his brethren said they had ])icke(l up by the salt 
water, in the country of Onaiitliio. 

‘‘ From that time, he languished inwardly, 
there was no cure for the complaint ; it was at 
the heart of the tree—it w\a.s in his soul ! 

For inany suns, he fouglit against this un- 
known enemy, and sought to ovcrtlirow him — not 
from without, l)ut from witliin. Wliat could he 
do against treaeliery ? It possessed the strong 
j»la(*es, and prevailed. 

But did he tly, this lost man, from the dan- 
g(‘rous thing that had done this mischief? — lie did 
not ! Did he stay and seek to brave it out, like a 
braggart and a Ibol ? — lie did ! 

“ Though he km \> all this time that it lived for 
one more worthy of it tliaii he w^as, he took a 
fancy to the How er, and to the air it breathed: 
and trusting to his manhood, he remained — mad- 
man as he was — and his sickness took deeper root 
and eat into his heart! 

" 11 (‘ stoo<l at mid-day, and saw* no sun in the 
sky. He dt'pt not, and yet beheld no star. His 
eyc])aUs w*cre turned wdthiii, and there everything 
was w hirlwind and fire ! 

Now he wdio owned the flowor missed it one 
n\orning, and W'as sorry, and wamdered wearily 
up and down, asking those lie met if they had 
seen a stray w ater-lily in the land ; and Sewantus 
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said to him, ‘ Brother^ let us go together upon the 
track. We shall find that which is lost after 
many days.’ 

So tliey ’sveni , and were as brothers ; and 
many moons waned, and they were lucky, and 
discovered the llowcr. And all this time Sewan- 
tus-walio ke))t liis siekin^ss a* se(nTt, and the other 
had faith in him, and knew not of the danger that 
lurked about him. And S(nvantus-\valie felt 
tempted many times to do wrong, for Ifis sickness 
made a fool of him. And yet he sj)()ke no word to 
])ut his brotlier on his guard. I'hat was deceitful. 
That was not worthy a warrioj* of and an honest 
man ^ ” 

Astounded, alarmed, and paine<l beyond measure 
by this avowal, Oorirad sat down without a word 
in re[>ly, and placed his hand across liis fore- 
head in gi’ave rctle<*tion. 

There was nothing enigmatical in the language 
of his fj-ieud. What he had never tor an instant 
suspected w'as now made clearly manifest by 
several circumstances which, trivial and inslgriifi- 
Ciint in themselves, he had hardly noticed at the 
time. The frecpient moodiness and abstraction of 
his companion, his unconquerable reserve in the 
presence of Ellen, which the latter had more than 
once complained of: the unceasing solicitude he 
showed in everything that rclattjd to her comfort 

VOL. III. N 
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and security since the commencement of the jour- 
ney, all bore witness to the truth of the strange 
conf(!ssi()ji he had just heard ; enough, wc must 
admit, to fan the s])ark of jealousy in a colder 
brcaist than his, and to throw an insujKTable bar- 
rier in th(^ way of their future intercourse, had 
either of them been (^‘the ordinary stamp. 

Conrad, iiowever, was not tlie one to allow his 
j)ersonal h elings to tnum])h long over his better 
judgment, and prevent him from doing lull justice 
ti> tlu' ingenuousness and sacrifices of his friend. 
TIh* shock was sca ere, but (;v(‘ry unworthy re- 
ficction sofui ga^ e j)la(’,e to a sentiment of admira- 
tion for the generous rival, wl)o could thus lay 
bare his most S(‘cret thoughts, and inflict the tor- 
ture of humiliation upon himselli simply for vir- 
luifs sake; actuated by a vseverlty of ]>rinelple 
that scorned daplieity, and revolted at tlie merest 
shadow of dishonour. 

He called to mind then the observations which 
escaped the li])s of the 3U)Uiig Mohawlt^ on that 
niermu'able morning when first they sat out, years 
since, in search of the lost Ellen, b}" the lake of 
the Indian village. They had impressed him sin- 
gularly at the time, but each word w’^as pregnant 
wdth especial meaning now. He rcj>eated them over 
slowly io himself, You have a good hope left 
to make you strong. Those only, without that. 
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have cause to be troubled, ^ For such men there 
is but one way to act — Ihey must harden their 
hearts to stone, and so pass ht)nourably alon^ the 
track in which tlicy travel.” It was the language 
of one liiins(df a disciple of that dreary school 
which cements, with the ]>liilosopby of the stoic 
the wounds oi‘a broken heart. 

He had struggled, endured, j>ersisted in his 
course, without a single murmur. He had aided 
his mor(‘ fortunate rival in the accomplishment of 
his plans, though they were diametricvally op{)o- 
eitc to his own natural desires; all this he had 
done freely, and without a particle of hope to 
cheer him on, or any pros})C(!t of ulterior benefit 
to himself'; and now he, the scruj)ulous friend, 
came to humble himself before him, and denounce 
his (xmcluct as iinwHwthy, because he had never 
made him a confidant of this delicate and unj)ropi- 
tioiis love ! 

Conrad rose at once, and Indd out his hand 
with a glowing cheek and a cordial manner, say- 
ing. 

Thou hast been sorely tried, my true friend ; 
the secret *wcre better untold. Let the re be no 
more w^ords about it ; my faith in thee is undimi* 
nished, nay, stronger than before. Wilt thou 
receive my hand ? ” 

“ Not yet,” answ'ered Sewantus, stepping 

N 2 
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proudly back. My breast is not yet delivered 
of its burden ; there is'lomething yet to be told/’ 
Sewantus has found out lately that he is not 
filled to live alone in liis lodge, and die without a 
child to call hini father, and to carry down his 
name arul his memory.” 

^Mn the time of battle, when the knife was at his 
heart, there came to him a gentle manitou, who 
said, Sewantus, for my sake!’ It was 

painted in her bright countenance by the inward 
thought. Sciwantus^ saw it. It spoke plainly to 
him. He could not bo deceived.” 

“ Now his heart grew all at once warm towards 
this oru^, who was of I t- own colour, and of a port 
goodly as a mountain ash : and he said to himself, 
‘ It is ])roper to plant this young sapling of the 
sunset ill the Ma((ua’s lodge.’ j\nd Sewantus took 
liis opportunity and spoke.< and nay Avas not said 
unto him. It isemough; TIeladee is pledged to 
the s(»ii of Iva-na-ro-kos ; does my brother under- 
staiu| V ” 

“ He does,” returned Conrad, gratified beyond 
expression, by an intimation which promised 
such a. happy prospective to each of the parties 
concerned ; while, at the same time, be could ap- 
preciate the motives which conduced to an act 
in which generosity seemed to have principal 
share. 
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Then I can make a compact with my bro- 
ther/' rejoined Scwantus ; my heart is clean now 
— »I am ready to take hin hand.” 

There was no shade u[)on tlie face of eitlier 
when they re-joined the party at the bivouac fire. 

From this time forth nothing* intcTposcd to 
check tlm progress of the travellers. With the 
ddath of the evil being who had been the original 
cause all tlieir troubles, the fickle goddess chose 
to relent, and deigned to favour them with smiles, 
in lieu of the frowns which she had so long worn. 
The sorcerer was no niorc, and they went on in 
harmony and with cheerful spirits over many a 
baiTcn waste, whore neither tree nor shrub grew, 
and where an incrustation of salt often covered 
the ground to tlie deptli of several inches, like a 
sheet o<‘ nowly-fiillen snow; through broad regions 
likewise, wliere there could not be found a single 
drop of water to cool the tip oi* the tongne withal, 
and where the prairie-dog alone formed a rcsting- 
pla(5e in the arid soil. Tracts there were, of blue 
saline grass, sand, and scattered stones, in which 
the prickly-pear disfigured the ground with a 
close-set panoply of spines, and gave severe annoy- 
ance to the horses, that were obliged, for aj) in- 
terval of many days, to pick their painful way, as 
though an endless myriad of porcupines, with 
quills erect, lay threatening in the path. 
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Then the scene wo^Id change, and in succes- 
sion there hurst iijion them, like a fresh creation, 
beautiful alluvial valleys, with their rich groves of 
cotton-wood and box elder, their gorgeous vege- 
tation covering the lawns with herb and flower : 
winding rivers and immeasurable plains. Then 
would they encounter the wary denizens of the 
wild, who gazed at them, and tossed their antlered 
heads with im])atience and alarm. ^ 

The elk, the wa])iti-deer, and sometimes, the 
prairie-horse, flew in troops away as they scented 
their coming in the wind; while the fleet antelope 
darted on in elli])ses, before them, approached them 
on their flanks, or stood still and took a curious 
>^urvey of the strangers. And under the tufts of 
af^siuthc the large sage-rabbit cowered timidly 
until they had passed by. 

Si)nietimes lierds of butfalocs blackened the 
pasture lands in countless numbers, reaching from 
one horizon to the other, and beyond, in a con- 
iused, living mass. In this range they were sure 
to fall in with those inseparable attendants of the 
bison, hunters, and wolves; but the latter had 
neltluir leisure nor inclination to molest the little 
party, and from the former tliey were sure to 
receive a hearty welcome, and obtain, unsolicited; 
whatever necessaries they stood in need of, with- 
out the donors being willing to accept any equi- 
valent in return. 
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Soraetiuies, also, the sky was obscure, and their 
usual guide, the sun, invisible. Then they shaped 
their course over the interminable waste by the 
inclination of the grass, the lay of the hills and 
ravines, and the movement of the clouds ; for tbe 
wind blows generally in one direction, south-^vest, 
upon these grand plateaus. ^ 

' By good management their subsistence seldojii 
ran sliort ; but it was as various in kind as the 
features of tlic general landscape; consisting, in 
times of plenty, ot biiiialo, deer, prairie-hens, and 
often cherries and service-lxTrics ; and in times of 
scarcity, of tlu^se last, together with the pommvr- 
blanche, commotes, and other esculent roots, and 
even wild rosc-lnids, at a pinch : a species of <liet 
more romantic than nutritious, we will allow. 

While their food and tea, of wild cherry-bark, 
wawS prepared for the most j>art at a fire of buttiilo 
chips {^bois-de-- cache) in the absence of other fuel. 

They witnessed, moreover, some remarkabhi 
spectacles in that long journey ; both remarkable 
and sad. 

Now they filed slowdy through the ruins of a 
sacked village, a blot upon the smiling prairie, 
with its cinders and wasteful dcsola^^^m; and pre- 
senting a woeful memento otV^ ^cuds and 

ruthless aggressions of the sK ^ters of the 
West. 
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Now the feet of a horse went crashing through 
a human skull, and they discovered that they were 
]>aHsing throiigli an ancient cemetery of some un- 
known tribe ; for carefully arranged in circles on 
the ground were niinierous skulks, bleached by 
long exposure, and resting each upon a tuft of 
sweel-sinelling herbs, jduced there at the last visit 
by some kindred hand. 

The travellers ])ickect their way with *circum- 
spectlon among these rings, that they might not 
disturb t-lie mouhhiriiig relics. 

Poor deserted mansions, how forlorn they look! 
Refuse shells th(;y were, cast up from life s ocean, 
upon the cliarnel strand with door and window 
open, through wJiich the wind wandered with a 
mournful wail, and the wasp crept stealthily to 
build her pajjer nest in the empty palace of the 
soul. 

On one occasion, by the sliorc of the Missis- 
sippi, they tarried for a few days at another place 
of graves, where the dead were placed on high 
stages, swathed and decorated wdth war trophies; 
the usual uu)dc‘ of burial in the far west. Here 
they found a large concourse of natives belonging 
to sev(*ral cognate tribes, wdio had assembled to- 
gether in general convocation for the worship of 
the Great S])irit, and to celebrate the solemn 
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festival of the dead ;” as was their wont, after a 
Certain tci*ni of years. 

In fine, the travellers crossed in 8ue course, the 
different hranches of the Mississippi without mis- 
hap, or suficring any want save that of water, ^ a 
scarcity of Avhich is but too common throughout 
the vast regions that lie between the eastern bor- 
dei-s of tlie prairies and the rocky mountains, and 
beyond them even to the shore of the Pacific 
ocean. The Sahara itsell* bretKls not thirst more 
intolerable than the dry Avinds of the parched 
table-lands. 

At last they arrived in the vicinity of the Great 
Lakes of Canada, and mec'ting with some friendly 
India 11^5, who were busily employed in gathering 
wild rice that grew in the shallows of a river, 
they bartered their horses for caijoes, and an ample 
supply of })cinican and maize, (unbarked without 
delay, descended the prairie stream north-east-* 
ward, into Lake Lrie; and with a joyous cheer, 
pointed their ju’ovvs towards t!ie Euro])eun settle- 
ments and the country of the l?ive Nations. ^ 
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CHAPTEK XXIL 

A JOYFUL SUKPUISE — THE WELCOME HOME. 

W ITHIN a handsoiBcly furnished apartment in 
the town of Albany, from the windows of which 
tin? eye could embrace a commanding view of the 
flourishing capital, with its numerous gardens 
bordering the Itudson, upon which a fleet of 
small craft lay flapping its sails and pennons 
lazily in the breeze: together with the beautiful 
country beyond, and the ridges of the Helder- 
bergs and Catskill*mountaius; — there sat a lady. 

^ The table on wliich she leant was strewed with 
newspapers in the Gcnnan type, and a few volumes 
richly embossed with silver, in the missal style; 
and over these w.as cast a frame of embroidery 
work which she liad put aside. 

The tenant of this luxurious abode was scarcely 
past her prime, and elegantly formed ; very deli- 



275 


THE NOMADES OF THE WEST. 

cate and refined also was her beauty; yet this deli- 
cacy seemed to proceed less from ill health than 
a highly-sensitive organization, and her com- 
plexion, though purely white, was exquisitely 
fair. 

There * was, ^moreover, in her air, features, and 
indeed in her whole appearance, that indefinable 
stamp of 1)irth and breeding which instantly strikes 
the observer, and exacts respect; while in her mild, 
intellectual eunntenanee, her com])rcssed month 
and large blue eyes, a vsubdued, melancholy t‘X- 
pression, spoke of some chastening sorrow not ill- 
suited to the widow’s garb she wore, and awakened 
kindlier, sympathies and a friendly solicitude' in 
the observer. 

And one stood there who, conscious as he was 
of the distance that separated them, felt relieved, 
each moment, of a portion of the constraint her 
j)rescnce had imposed, as he contemplated thv, fne(? 
of the lady and saw it kindle up with vivid in- 
terest in what he had to stiy. Besides, the turn 
of each particular trait, together with the manner 
of the lady ; something in the tone of the voice 
and the carriage of the head reminded liiin, pleas- 
ingly, of one with wdiom he had been long fami- 
liar. 

A tall robust man in the dress of an Indian, 
belted and mocassined, he stood with his arms 
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folded and with an air of nonchalance that smacked 
more of the green-wood than a lady’s boudoir. 
But his aquiline and embrowned features were 
possessed of sufficient frankness to denote the 
integrity of the, man, in despite of a remarkable 
wildness of exterior. 

Tliere was a sort of rude grandeur stamppl in 
the vigorous develojnnent of this person, the 
freedom of Ids jjosture, together with the bold 
bearing of his breast and head, from wddeh long elf- 
hxiks flowed like a nuine : that contrasted singula- 
rity with the fair occupant of the chamber; who 
ill his jircscmee, ('xpei'ienccsl sensations not dissimi- 
lar, at first, to those we leel on beholding some 
fierce animal of'-a Ibnugn breed, tamed and set at 
large. 

A third person also was jircsent. This was a 
ftout, ihick-set man in h omespun, with a phleg- 
matic aspect and a wooden leg, who had seated 
liimsclf at the solicitation of the lady, and never 
moved his eyes from lier lace, in eager expectation 
of being addressed : while he crossed his hands 
over a stick planted upright upon the flooi\ and 
pressed the brim of an antiquated beaver between 
his fore-finger and t humb. 

"‘The pith of the matter is this, inadanv” said 
Coutcau-crochc, — for the tall forester *gavc that 
as liis uarnc— speaking in French, and venturing 
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a more direct thrust at the object of his previous 
discourse, wjiich liad taken rather a circuitous 
ran^e ; that arrived iti this town of Orange 

or Beaver-wick, as I have heard it called — from a 
ftxr country, I bethought me of a comrade’s 
message which 1 promised to deliver, in case at 
any time I might happen to strike u])on the path 
leading into these clearings: bat 1 found myself 
a stranger in tlie laud, unused to the sj)eech of 
the people and their ways. I had somewhat of a 
difficulty in kce])ing the trail, until I fell in with 
my brave friend here, who 1 discovered to be an 
old acMtuaintance of this comrade of mine, and of 
his [)Cople ; so without more ado, I struck aheJid 
in the prints of his Kickory, and here we are.” 

Tfie emotions of tlie lady were of the most 
lively description at tliis address ; she turned red 
and pale several times, lialf rose from her seat, 
witli some viohuit impulse : njcovored herself, and 
faltered out, alternately in Frinich and German as 
she addressed them lioth, hurriedly : 

‘‘ A message to me ? and from a far country ? 
Hans, what is this ? can it concern my child ? 
Speak, good man : whence come you ? and your 
companion — what said he ? was the message you 
spoke of truly intended for me? — tell me quickly, 
X cannot brook delay.” 

It was, lady,” was the calm reply, wdiile the 
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excited questioner pressed her hand to her side 
^ and appeared to suffer pain. ^ * 

‘^Be tranquil, iny lady, be not troubled in 
mind,” suggested Hans, for he was the third party 
present — speaking the words soothingly, in his 
mother tongue; “of a surety the foreigner has that 
to tell which will surprise you quite. I would 
fain believe him to be honest too, and straight- 
hearted for a French lopevy Respite his seeming 
rudeness and outlandish ways.” 

“ Give ear to me, good lady, and you shall soon 
know all I have to say, for it is briefly told,” 
rejoined the hunter, in a delibcnite tone, and with 
an earnestness of manner that precluded all suspi- 
cion of his veracity : 

“ And whatever there be discof ered of over 
freedom or ungeiitlcness in the behaviour of him 
vvlu; stands before you, i }ray you give it pardon, 
good lady, and forget it in the reason which 
brought me.here: seeing that, foi* all the roughness 
of the bark, the core is sound. 

“ I am a man of the woods, a free trader and 
a wandii-er, I may say, ever since I could carry a 
gun, and therefore little skilled in the conceits of 
the settlements, having no use for them in my 
calling : but let that rest. 

“ It was out west, upon a discovery hunt, 
beyond the range of the fur-traders of New- 
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France^ that I fell in with the comrade ye wot 
of : a white man like myself, saving across, astray 
among Red-Skins, hut younger, and, for the matter 
of that, a coujde of shades nearer to you in the 
colour of his face, than I am; but it does not 
signify. 

Well, you see, we became friends, and kept 
together for a spell, and when we parted at last, 
and 1 turned my lace to the sunrise, and crieck; 
home ! he desired of me, if ever I chanced to be 
within call of the Britivsh territory to ^end word 
to Fort Orange that Conrad Wildenstein, who, 
when a boy, had been taken prisoner at the 
ransacking of Corlacr, years ago: was alive and 
hearty, and would ere long, wdth the favour of 
God, find his way back to tlie clearings. 

And furthermore, he bid me if I heard aught of 
a mother of his who had gone a voyage over the 
sea, he said, and of whom he had received no 
tidings, and believed to be dead ; to deliver unto 
her his dear love, and desire her to be of good 
heart, fin* that he would surely return and make 
her happy, since he had always remembered her, 
he said, though as one who was no more in the 
land: always and well. And for a i)roof that this 
was no lying tale, he sent with it a token, — here 
it is ; I need say no more. When you look upon 
it, lady, you will see yourself clearly in it, as in a 
pocket mirror ; it is enough.” 
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Ashe concluded, he drew from the breast of his 
^leather shirt a small miniature, and put it into the 
lady’s hands, who seized it eagerly, and with a 
look of instant recognition not unwarranted ; for 
within it she beheld a younger likeness of herself 
Then she laid it on the table and hid her face upon 
it, and they heard her sobs. 

j‘\Ja<*k,” soliloquised ITans, ‘^‘it is the very 
tariuket was hanging from the neck of the young 
master, on that rueful uight. I remind me of the 
way it shone in the light of the burning, when he 
was thrown from the horse into the snow, and f 
took to flight irom the liouKJstead of old (lottleib 
Van Scheffler. And my jioor Martha, she hid 
me be lionest and true and to have good faith, and 
we would meet again ; these were the very words 
she sjioko, as I heard him say. Now this doth 
move me. A good girl, a good sister was Martha. 
It was a grievous thing to die as she did, on the 
winter road a captive to the heathen. * Noav could 
Hans wcep;~'noAV could he hide liis face like the 
mistress; Alack! alack!” « 

L<*t the s[>riiig settle,” thought the v.oyayeur^ 
“ ere wc tlirovv into it another stone.” 

The lady after a time controlled her agitation, 
and asked, 

Wliere was it, my good friend, that you met 
this lost son of mine? for if you know it not 



THE NOMADES OF THE AVEST. 


281 


already^ learn that I am tliat mother wlio was 
accounkid among the drowned, and that tlie 
intelligence you bring U oA^ertrying to a heart 
inereduloiia of hoi)elul tidings, wliich have proved 
ever a mockery that only cauKcd the Avound to 
bleed anew. Tell me of him, his condition, his 
looks : all that you know sibout my ])Oor boy?” 

As to his condition,” rejdied the other, ^Mic 
was as sturdy a brave as ere bestrode a mustang, 
or ran a wild cow th the death, when I saw him 
last; and as to looks, put the matter of a beard 
and a few !)old strokes in the picture I brought, 
and you will Iiuat him to the life ; for he is his 
mother’s son in leatures as well as fact, and his 
birth-marks do no discredit to her, by the mass ! 
that is plain.” 

“ But Avhy hais lie remained so long aAvay ?” 
inquired the mother, anxiously; ‘Svhat keeps 
him yet in the wilderm^ss ? — above all, tell, oh ! tell 
me, when shall T expect him home ?” Shje gave a 
coiiAmlsive sigh as she spoke the Avords, and her 
lips trembled. 

‘‘ Shortly, lady, shortly, I imagine,” was tlic 
embarrassed answer, as Couteau-cro(die withdrew 
his eyes from the supplicating couutemmcc of the 
questioner, and seemed perplexed. 

lie is coming to the point now,” thought 
Hans ; it will be the killing of her, I do 
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believe, and break her tender heart-cords with 

joy.’^ " 

The fact is,” rejoined the fonister, labouring 
at a bright suggestion and l)ringing it forth with 
a sudden effort; ‘Hhe fact is, my lady, nature 
will be nature to the end of the world, and youth 
will vstill a])|)ear foolish to the eyes of older folk, 
who see things in a different light, and call it 
wisdom. For my i)art, I cannot understand why 
young t)coplc sliould he called foolisli, when like 
the birds thc‘y take a fancy to one another and go 
in pairs. Wlio is wiser than the hon. Dim f and 
if he puts tliese likings into young hearts, who 
sliall say them nay ? Not I, faith, not 1. 

“ So you sec this brave son of yours, dlscovenid 
in his travels a face that pleased him, and he 
followed after the one wlio bore it far into the 
heart of the <jjrcat western land to deliver her 
from slavery and win her mayhap as a reward ; 
at any rate, if he did think so, he was equal to his 
intention, having fuHillcd it. And what is more 
is this : tliat he might live long and search wide 
ere he could find one more worthy of him !” 

A shade of strong displeasure passed over the 
lady’s countenance at this startling intimation, 
qujilified though it was by the terms in which it 
was couched. The . mother’s heart in its fond 
rapture seemed to meet with a rebuff*, and to 
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become less confident and joyous in its anticipa- 
tions. In fancy she had already folded her long 
lost boy to her bosom, and poured forth the 
store of her accumulated love without restraint or 
the faintest apprehension of estrangement. It 
was hd!rd, very hard for lier now to think that her 
place was preoccuj)ied, and that, at the most, she 
could henceforth cxj)ect only to share with 
anotliQr the affections she had regarded as exclu- 
sively her own. 

Thus it e\cr is: the dupes of an exaggerating^ 
feith, we cannot dis<*-over without a secret pang, 
how impotent we are to fill entirely with our 
image the measure of a single heart, and that 
where we lioped to reign for ever paramount a 
host of rivals have crept in to dispute a title in 
which the blindness of our great love beheld no 
flaw. 

Alas then ibr the maternal sentiment — the 
generous, tlie idolizing, the unchangeable! Where 
in this world shall it meet with a commensurate 
return ? The human mother is the pelican that 
feeds her offspring with her lifeblood, and still 
they leave her. She plants and nourishes in self- 
sacrifice and tribulation, and the stranger plucks 
the fruit ! 

Witli the knowledge of this new tie, moreover, 
there arose certain misgivings relative to the 
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object of her* bod's attachment, which did not fail 
to occasion deej) disquietude in the lady’s mind, 
thougli a feeling of delicacy made her refrain, for 
the j)resont, from further in<piry on the subject ; 
but slic asked abruptly. 

Where is this (‘ountry in whieli nfy son 
tarries? could a rncHsenger reach him from me, to 
hasten his return ? I would not s])are cost, were 
it needful, or hesitate to go myself. A mother’s 
eagerness will not be stayed by trifles, and T can 
tiervc myself to the task, fragile and helpless as 
you may consider me, strong man. A mother 
e.au dare all things I'or the sake of her child.” 

I Inhevc it, dear lady, ” rejdied Coutcan- 
eroche, in Ioav and Wndly accents, sweeping his 
rough hand slowly aeioss his brow, it might be to 
smooth a rij)pled line that rose suddenly there at 
the closing Avords; "Hnit neither Avealth nor Ioa^c, 
though of the mightiest, could avail to do that 
which you desire, l^ittlo are you UAvare of the 
distance and jxu’ils to be overcome ere one could 
reach that far land ; neither is it needful, thank 
God ! the grass will turn sear many times, ^md 
grow long in that })ath before it feels again the 
pressufc of a Avliite man’s foot upon it; ay, very 
long !” 

“ What mean you ?” demanded the lady, with 
a perplexed air. 
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‘^Tha t which T said before. Thy son’s thoughts 
were fixed upon the homeward trail when I 
parted from him, therefore is* it in nowise un- 
likely that now, even w hile wo are speaking of 
him, lie is drawing nigli us, step by stcjp. There 
are more unlikely things dc) liappen frequently, 
iny lad)', therefore have n care; for if I judge 
aright th(‘re arc other feelings besides the sorrow- 
ful can pierce one, keenly as a knife* point, if 
pressed on indiscreetly ; be fortified against thy- 
self, lady, for too nandi joy at once is said to be 
dangerous, and I w'ould not harm thcc.” 

You speak to me in maxims, and give me I 
know not what w^ild fancies. Torture me not, 
for it is cruel, and I have suffered much. Speak 
more clearly, I ?utreat you. Am 1 to believe 
that my son is now on his way hither:'” 

Even so,” w^as the reply. 

‘‘Then,” rejoined she, “it is as I suspected; 
you know more than you would have iiflc to 
suppose. Keej) me no longer in sus]>ensc, my 
good friend; once more 1 ask, what is it you 
mean ? 

“ That I have a conceit to play the Mystery- 
man for the nonce,” replied the votjafjeur in a 
lively tone, changing his whole demeanour, and 
drawing a long-bladed* knife from its sheath at 
his belt, which made the lady shrink back aghast 
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at the Ptrangc movement and the bared weapon; 
but Cout(iau-croche added quickly, 

^‘F(^ar not, lady^ there is no need; but I will 
show thee a conjurer’s trick, the like of which 
thou hast not seen, nor w^ill see again. I’ll war- 
rant, long as thy life lasts, and may that bo long ! 
A true miracl(‘, by the mass : else tlu^ son of my 
fatheu’ is a fV)ol !” 

It is coining now for a certainty,’' thought 
the patient Ilans, opening his (wes totlieir fiillcst 
extent, to discov(‘r by what sj)(‘(*ie,s of n(*.cromancy 
the grand scHU'Ct was tibout to be divulged, and 
not altogether free from mistrust of the audacious 
woodsman wlios(; conduct w’as so threatening and 
unconventional. 

cc Now^ mark me,” continued the latter, assum- 
ing an imjiortant air, and ap[)roaching tlie table, 
near the surface of wlfu*)! lie lield the knife with 
the blade tunuHl uppermost; ‘^Svhen I strike 
thrice upon the board, there woll straightway 
ajipear strangers in the lodge. One for every 
blow, alive and strong!’' 

Suiting the action to the w^ord, as he uttered 
the monosylhibl<‘s, ‘‘one, two, three,” he brought 
the hai*t dowui sliarjily on the massive furniture, 
and at the loud summons, footsteps were heard in 
a room adjoining ; the door opened — what saw the 
mother then? A tall young man habited like the 
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voya(jmi\ und a maiden beautiful and blushing 
as the dawn. 

Another look; did her heart whisper falsely? 
The long fair curls, the blue eyes, the winning 
smile Avere there: she could not be deceived. 

^K)h, my mother! my mother!” cried Conrad, 
and springing forward, he fell on his knees before 
her, and she dropj)ed with a Avild shriek into his 
arms. 

In that happy trnnee she rested, ])eaccfully as 
death, her head pilloAved upon the shoulder that 
eould Avell support her uoav; and Conrad bent 
down and pres^ied his cheek to hers, and wept 
most Joyful tears: and those Avho av ere the wit- 
nesses of the spectacle remarked in that aflecting 
moincmt hoAv very beautiful the resemblance Avas 
between the two. 

“Where am I?” muttered the lady, awakening 
as from sleep, Avith a sigh, and speaking in her 
native language as her gaze wandered vaguely 
over the face beside her; '^Snethought I dreamt, 
and that I heard a voice calling me — Mother, and 
they said my darling boy had come back to me 
again. Is it so?” 

It is! It is, dear mother! See, it is Con- 
rad who holds thee in his embrace; recollect thy- 
self and look upon me. Am I so changed?” 

She raised her hand and moved it softly over 
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his features, and put back tluj bail* from his fore- 
head, and smiled; a smile of bright and fond intel- 
ligence it was, — a gleam of rapture for which 
therejs no name. She twined licr fingers caress- 
ingly in his hair again, as she was Ance accus- 
tomed to do. Theu association eame back, full 
and powerful as a tide, and with it came consci- 
ousness and tears. 

Let us drop the curtain here; for it would be a 
sort of prol'anatian, (iveii if wc possessed the power, 
to })ortray a bliss likii that Avhieh hallowed the 
meeting of the motlujr and her child, and rendered 
it no unworthy ibrecast of the glorious hereafter 
of restoration to the loved ! 

Tliou hast another child, my mother, and I must 
not engross to myseli‘ thy whoh‘ love,’’ said Con- 
rad iu English; releasing himsell'from the arms 
that still tm(‘lasped him, when tlicse first moments 
were? ]jast, and loading Ellen foj’wai’d hy the hand. 
“ I e;m well s])are a portion of it to my affianced. 
We will partake of it alike, mother; — see, I 
luise l)rought a new (‘laimant to your heart and 
horm.*' 

d1ic lady starial, with undisguised astonish- 
ment at this liiir stranger, who a})pearcd before 
her iu a relation so endearing and puculitir. Was 
tliis the syren slic had been picturing to her fas- 
tidious mother-faucy, in such unflattering guise, 



THE NOMAHES OF THE WEST. 


289 


as stepping in between her offspring and licrself, 
to wean him from his home ? 

One glance at that ingenuous countenance was 
enough to dispel all donbt, and make her eager to 
atone for the unworthy wrong. Her arms opemed 
wide and encircled ELhui in a warm greeting, and 
as she j>ressed her to her bosom, she said most 
tenderly, My dear child! rny sweet daughter, 
it will not be a taak to love tliec. And thou wilt 
learn to look upon me as Conrad docs, and call 
me — mother.'’ 

“ I have no need, mother,'’ sobbed Ellen, kissing 
the hand of that strange lady, and smiling througli 
her tears; have long loved thee even as Con- 
rad, wlio taught me to know one he believed long 
since dead. I am a poor maiden without a 
parent in the world, wliom, but fur thy son, had 
still boriKi an exile’s lot. Wilt thou take me for 
thy child 

“ With my whole soul, darling, and I call 
the Almighty to witness the solemn pledge. 
The widow's house will be solitary no longer.” 

Thus it was that the beautiful wanderer was 
received into her new liomc. 

But who are those in the back-ground, apart 
from the grouj), and dimly shadowed by the twi- 
light of the chamber, where they stand, like figures 
of anti(pic sculpture ? 

VOL. III. 


o 
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Tlioy liful ontcTed quietly, imd reiuaiiied with- 
out attraetiiig oliservatioiu during tln^ loreguuiig 
.'^eeno; luif now llio Indy't:^ eye nuirked tluiin and 
turned iri(]uiriiigly to Conrad. 

‘‘ Tlicy ai\‘ oiii‘ fait 111 ul and esteemed friends,’’ 
.aid lie, in a wliisjiei "‘and for the jin^seiit will 
.-liar(‘ yoin ho^jiitality : n'ca^ive tlieni kindly, dear 
mother, — the eround wi* stand upon is theirs.’" 
'Then he tidded aloud, in tin* Indian tongue: 

Come forth S'uvanlus, and lu'ing thy jiruii'ie- 
llower hither. l\Iv mother waits to gi\ vv< Irs'jii!- 
to her guests; — the Ued-pcop]*- nm. ‘ ii* : b< 
strang(;rs in this lodg(^'* 

^‘(rood,” quoth Coiiti'au-oroelh*. a pp) o\ logi v' ; 
‘Mveep the eovenant-ehain bright, ami the tre(‘ ot 
]>eae(' wdll ilourisli over it ; let us sit under its 
sliad(\” 

They apju'oa.elied then, but diffidently \ -r ih. i; 
sonls were awed; audit required ie> slig^n , qPri 
Oil the ])art ol‘ Conrad and his ])an ur hi p!:;« t 
them at tlnur ease in that unwontial prestune. 
Helad(‘e loolaal distressed, and started like a (aqi- 
tured antelope, at every movement of tlie lady, 
ami gazed with looks of wild amazement at eaefi 
artiele in the room ; so eurious and wondeifid tliev 
seemed to the h»r(‘st ehild. 

lint kindness at length jirevailed ; and after 
Ellen had wound her arms around her, and talked 
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iifTectionatel}" to her, in the language of the West* 
thr of tlie ]Mi‘(lic,inc Bows smiled and 

wept ])y turns, and a])]ieay'(.‘d to bo more at home. 
But the atmosphere of the settlements weighed 
u]>on licr, and she wais not ihe same spirited crea- 
tui'e she had heeii in other seeiies. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

CONCLTJSION. 

"rnAT ov(‘ning llic lainp-liglit shone on a cluster 
• >f' happy faces in the 'widow a honic. What sweet 
s(‘ii.satioiis stole, with all the freshness of a second 
^•hiidliood, over tlie sooN of those who had so long 
heon debarred the })leasiircs and associations of 
tiieir early life! The tics of home and country 
were insensibly renewed: and, surrounded ])y the 
mild rehneinents of civilization, they reflected 
with a si>rt of incredulity, upon the career of rudc‘ 
vicissitude and continual excitement they had 
passed tliroiigli. 

But the tale of wild romance, fictitious as it 
aj^pcared to them then, blended not inhar- 
monlously with the present, and glided gently 
into it, like the interlude of a song, whenever 
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tlicir eyes rested tlioir com]>anic)ns, \vlu> sat. 
ill tlu ir pictiirevS(|iie torest garl>, liosidc tlieni. 

NoWy first of all, l(‘t us hear all aliout thyself*, 
dear mother,’' said Conrad lo his parent; where 
hast thou been, all thes(' years, and why was it we 
lueanl not from thee, after the iiiiie you hd't us for 
th(‘ Fatlier-laiul?” 

djieii ho]dini( clasped a haiul of each, sh(‘ told 
(^)nrad and his l^etrotlicd, how the vessel in which 
she sailed chanced to run down another, In tlu‘ 
ni<i:ht time, and that, although she escaped tin* iaie 
which b(‘fel the stranger, who disappeared with 
every soul on board, beneath the keel that (‘ut 
like a great ])loiighshare over hei*, (he condition of 
the survivor was distressing enough; for if. iva.s 
only by the greatest exertions they were cnabhMl 
to kee[> afloat, until a few days after wlu.'u tlu^y 
bill in with an English trader who took them off 
tlie shattered liull, and carried tlumi into a Ilritisli 
})ort, ‘after a tedious* voyage. And how that 
the letters she liad written subsc([uently, togetluM* 
wnth those of the other individuals who had taken 
passage in the ahaiidoncd vessel, were iutereept(al 
on the way, bv a ErcinJi cruiser, and never reacluHl 
tlicir destination : as she had sliu'c learned. 

And tliat after some delay, for want of sate 
conduct, slie had crossed over to Germany, and 
accomplislied a settlement of lier aflairs w ithout 
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jiny great difficulty; as the ])arty whose claims 
had threatened to prove a serious ohstacle to her, 
failing in evidence, had quietly withdrawn his 
j)rotest, and left the courts to decide the question 
ill liivour of the original heir, who thus found 
lierself* in secure ])oss(‘Ssion of the valuahle pro- 
perty, bequeathed to h(‘r, as forino’ly stated, l)y 
a distant relative that died abroad; Avlthout 
liaviiig to ])uss througlx tbe ordeal of cluoanery 
and wearisome procrastination, usually inseparable 
trom a legal process of the kind. Then, she told 
them, in tlie ensuing rpring, came a letter; the 
first received in answer to such as sin' had been 
enabled to send, at rare intervals and often liy 
indirect channels, to the loved ones in the New 
World, 

It fell like a stroke^ of ITeaven’s wrath upon tlie 
fabric of her worldly schemes, and seemed to her 
as a ]>uiilshinent for fixing her thoughts too 
>trongly upon her newly acquired wealth. Alas! 
wliat availed it then, when those on whose account 
slu‘ had chiefly valued it, were no more ! 

That fatal missive informed her of her husband’s 
deatb, togetlicr with the destruction of Schenec- 
tady, in \\'hi(di lier beloved and only child was 
seemingly involved. 

A doubt existed, it was true, relative to the 
fiitc of her Conrad, and this sufficed to shed a 
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single ray ii[)on the widow's sinking heart which 
else, in Its double bereavement, would have lx.en 
dark indeed. 

Some of the prisoners who were liberated ai 
the d(‘jiarture of the marauding ))and, allinned 
that they htid seen her son after the massacre, 
and that he was among the number oi’ those who 
accomj»anied the enemy in tlu^lr return to Canada, 

Clinging to I his, therefore, as to the last fond 
tie that bound ber to the world, she retiiriie<l to 
America, and exerted the inilnenee whu;li tlu 
iiKians now at Inn- eoininand gave her, in obtaining 
intelligence of tiie missing boy. Sbe tluni became 
awtive of bis captivity, and leainjpd snfHe/ient ot 
his siibscMpient movements to b(M‘onvinee<l tliat lu 
was yet alive, and if nolljuig material interfered, 
would c vcnitually be restored to her ai’ins ; in 
which trust, she said, she Jiad waited patiently tin* 
slow [)rogTess of events, until (he issue con- 
firmed it. 

Then Conrad, in his turn, related wliat liad 
taken })lace in the interval of separation ; and if tlu 
mothers tears flowed freely, during the fir^t jiart 
of the recital that referred to his lather s last ill- 
ness, and to the dire calamity whicli befel those 
with whom he had Ibiiiid an asylum, at his deatfi : 
these mournful retrospections were soon lost, in 
the absorbing interest of his after adventures 
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until;, at the close, f]ierc remained in the maternal 
lu^-art no feelini*’ hut that ot' fervent gratitude 
and joy for tlic mercy vouclisafed^ and the victoiy 
Avon, 

The hard ])r()))ation is at an end, my oliildren,’' 
said she, with a smil(‘, and s] leaking iinpressivcdy : 

*^Let us be hai)[»y now, and may tlic (ireat 
Dls})oser of all things kt'cp us ever mindl’ul of the 
debt W(^ ow(‘ to him, for teaciiiug us the real valuci 
of his l)li‘ssings! 

By tlie light of suffering it is that we arise 
superior <o the common lih^ : t]ms(‘ who liave 
never known sorroAV cannot he truly wise.*' 

Cout(;au-croc;Jj(‘ and Hans, meanwliile, Avere 
seated in a m‘igliht)uring hostel, amid a circle of 
curious listeners, to Avlmiii tin' honest (Jermau 
relat(‘d, as was Ins cn.'^lom Avheii(*ver he could 
obtain a hearing, tin* woeful chase lie had run on 
the night ol* the massacre, in relation to Avhich In' 
displayed his wooden member with evident jnide, 
and the sidf-eoinjilaeeiKW of one who, at a saca-ifiee, 
had grown distinguished in the Avars. 

Neither did the roi/aijrar ^i\\\ to make the (pieues 
ol* the gnwv. burgomasters, that Averc jU'esent, 
shake aa ith iin'oluntary leri'or at the siglits he had 
seen, and the jierils lie liad eneountered in the 
wild Indian country fj’om Avhenee he had lately 


come. 
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That night they smoked many pipes: nay, 

( 'oiiteau-eroelie said afterwards, that he nevca* 
helield sneli a eloiid as the i’at Meinheers rais('d 
in that vhieitfv : and tliat if tliey Avere men of fcAV 
words, tliiT liad a great a])peti(e for ttu‘ ealnmet, 
and AViUild he considiavd grand UK'dleiiie at a 
council fire. 

Little remains lunv to he told. Conrad, accom- 
panied by Ills Aamng liride and motlua*, h^lt sliortly 
alt(‘r Ins marriage, on a visit to liis native land; 
on a visit only, for he could not Avean himself 
from his predih'ct ions for tlnmamnlry which Avas 
noAV douhly endeared to him liy the recollection of 
the past, and in Avhich it aath his Avish to take up 
liis permanent abode. 

The croAvded haunts c»f l^hirope ]>ossessed little 
eliariu tor one Avhose luiiul had outgi*own e(>nvcn- 
tion in the Aurgin solitud(‘s of the west. And his 
amb!ti(m Avas of an uuj»re1ending oj’dor that did 
not re(jnlie the- aliment of jiopular ex<‘itcment to 
satisfy its plain desires. He believed tliat it suf- 
ficed for liini to be sincere and faithful in liis 
friendships, true to himself, and just to his fellow 
ineu. 

The lord of that fair realm com])rised Avithiii 
the circle of his hoiin^ and of the sweet spirit avIjo 
A vas his minister and presiding genius tliere, ho 
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aimed at no liigher object than to keep it pure 
and happy; and if his influence was greater than 
his anibitiori, it was only because the lustrti of the 
gem betrayed its quality afar, and the tribute of 
the world is freely paid to the reputation of an 
honourable and an able man. 

lie j)urchascd an estate in the beautiful valley 
of the Molia^Yk, irom ^,[^e tribe Avlio'^e cam]) fires 
were still liglued in its sylvan groves, and he 
could mingle fjx'ely, as of old, with the ancient 
j)Cople, and lived an uaig them, lu ore in the ijuality 
of a patron than a Ibreigner. Indeed, on more 
than one occasion he contrived, as they cxpn‘ssed 
it, “ to bury under the leaves the memory of 
certain grievances which tlireatencd to riq)ture 
the bond that existed, though imperleelly, be- 
tween the English and their native ediies, whose 
doiiiiniun was passing insensibly from the soil: 
and who were hecoming more wary and tenacious 
of their rights, as each surge of the tide of foreign 
emigration swept further on in its encroachments 
upon their ancestral glades. 

Sewantus-walie was received with acelainations 
by bis count ry men, who looked upon him as one 
returned from the spirit-laud : and they gave his 
gentle companion a cordial welcome at the village 
which was to be her future home. 
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In a few years tlic stern old cliief, Iva-ria-ro- 
kos dietl^ and, In^ general consent, the son was 
ehos(Ti in liis steady as the one most worthy to 
preside over the interests of the })oweiiul tribe to 
whicli lie l)el(»nged. And he soon became distin- 
giiished for ills v ivsdom and moderation: temper- 
ing tlie firiniu'ss oi’ jiarent witli a milder and 
more ejiisivh'ral*; courst^ tl^n the latter luul chosen 
to pursue. A]id if the ]\laqnas h^ared him less, 
tlii'Y loved lilm I’ur more than ids jiredceessor, and 
he was cuiileiit. 

IJiri word olitaincd great weight also with the 
otlnu’ trihes composing the famous tdliance, in 
\v!d<di. the JNlohawks held a consplenons [dace : and 
at the grand councils of the confoderates, the 
leaders were ever ready to listmi witli respect to 
tlie r *])i'(.‘s('ntative of the jirimajial estahlishment 
of the i\L‘H|na>; for though youjig, they knew 
tli.H !ir had llic tlioughtfiilness. of an old man, and 
was one of the lew who could not ])e bought over 
by the secret machinations of tludr enemies. 

Besides which, a rumour that jirevailed of Ids 
wealth, wlileh arose IVom the liberal elForts he 
was making, at liis own cost, to introduce agri- 
culture and tlie social arts among his people, by 
means of tlie donation of King Unicum, trans- 
muted into a more profitable shape through the 
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agency of Conrad, failed not to increase his po])\i- 
larity, and to give liim more iinportancc ns a 
leader in the affairs of the Indian republic. 

Contoau-crochc went l)ack to Canada, and 
settled doAvn, for a season, as a halniatd^ on a 
slip of land by the 8t. LaAvrence ; jmrehased Avilh 
a portion of* Conra.d\s treasure, Avhieh the latter 
had insisted upon his acj?cpting Avhen they parted. 
But it Avas not in the nature of things that the 
ranger of the AA^oods and Avaters should be sud- 
dculy transformed into a (piiet tiller of the ground: 
and so, after a Avhili\ he beeame disgusted Avith 
his ueAV vocation, and gave up in despair, when a 
ha])py thought struck him. Ho Avould seek out 
the fainily ol’liis former comrade, Chtiiidron Rouge, 
who was sliie-e dead, and choose from it a sn<*- 
eessor lo his rights and privileges as a landholder. 

I'his plan he carried into ('ifeet, forthwith, and 
lindijjg that the sister of the old vinjaijvnr Avas 
Avithheld fron* entering into inaLrimony by indi- 
gence only, be made her his heir, installed tlie 
young (‘ouple in bis homestead, reserved for him- 
self a [)]ace by the hearthside, Avhenever he liked 
to avail himself of it; and then, Avith a clear eon- 
seienee, resumed the pursuits for Avhlch both natiin* 
and habit bad bovst adapted him. 

And oft('n, in the course of his Avanderings, in 
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the double c;i[)acity of a. fur-trader and confiden- 
tial a^eiit of the Canadian <z;ov(aaiinent, in its ne- 
gotiations with the In)<[iiois, during a lull in the 
great struggle ])('t ween the rival crowns; he would 
stc]) over th(^ Alh'glianeys, have a friendly talk 
witli Sowantus, and st(‘al a looka^ hIvS old comrade 
( 'onrad; Avhieh lie could easily do, for he had only 
to cross a {un tage iixuu tIuy\L>ha\vk Hourg, launch 
a canoC;, and in a lew lunirs it would float him 
down to his very doors. 

Tho)’e, the first ]>(‘rso]i he usually l)ehold, was 
Hans, gi'own a cry corpulent and phlegmatic, in 
his capacity of domestic in ordinary to the esta- 
hlislnuent ; ])artly on account of the ill-defined 
nature of liis fuiietions, whicl) afforded little exer- 
cise to his body; and partly from the lop])ed con- 
dition of the latlcj’, winch unfitted lijin for loco- 
inotio]!, ajid gives a tenden(*y to fat. 

13[it althoiigli he had expanded into a notable 
imj)ersonation of the ollnin cum (lit/uitalc of seden- 
tary life, b{^ never failed to stump along quite 
briskly on bis biekory siipporler, at tbe hearty 
greeting of the Canadian, and grew siiddeidy 
loquacdous as he ushered him into the presence 
of the domestic circle. 

The course of years brought new endearments 
together with a portion, not undue, of the inevi- 
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tal)le adjiniots, care, and Irilnilation, to those ’whose 
history we have been pursuing; but such is human 
life. 

There are also some tender flowers which sliine 
only in IIjo shade, and the heart, In its aflllction, 
grows ])rolific of gentle feelings, not the less 
beantiliil because their nonrishTueiit is tears. 

Adversity is a solemn teacher, reminding us, 
from time to time, (d‘ what we are and what is 
ex])ected of ns, which we might otherwise* forget; 
it dcej>ens tlie home-love, and unfolds its jmrest 
treasures that in prosperity He dormant and unre- 
vealed. 

And thus the time arrived when tlic son of 
Conrad renew(‘d, with tlu^ son of Sewantus, the 
bond of friend>liip th(‘ir fathers had contracted at 
a similtir age, though under auspices so dissimilar 
and which had never beeome cold ; and many a 
buck lo\vcr(‘d his jiroud antlers within the range 
of the young hunters, wlien they followed the 
chas(' together among the mountains of the Iro- 
quois. 

Ofttimes, to(», the gi'avc chieftain would hold 
the boys enchained, as he repeated to them the 
princijial passages in the narrative of the long 
journey tlioir sires had once accomplished, among 
the nations of the far west : nor would ho fail to 
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pay a passinir tributi^ to the memory of tlie good 
companion llioy loft there at rest, in tlie ])rairic 
wild ; telliog jiow I'aitlifni he was, and liow brave. 

d heii ill the earnest countenance of the fair- 
haijvd Saxon youth, tiptnrncd to his, tbc spixibcr 
would behold again tlx* spirit of his brother-fricaid 
and glide, back into other days, while each feature 
recalled sofily the image of luir who had oiu‘e 
shakrn his noble heart with an agitation upon 
which lie could look calmly then; but with a sub- 
dued sadness, as on a struggle wdiich, though past 
and gone for ever, had cost him dear. 

And still aiiotlu.T sha]>e would usurp the place 
of this, and glow with a (dieerful warmth iijum its 
clear tind cold obscure: tliat never failed to exor- 
eise th(‘ sliadovv' of the ]iast, as in its first coining, 
it liad brought assuagement to hi- anguish, and 
reth't'med lilui from despair, 

The tbiul aud comely lleladee was by his side, 
the mother of his lH»y, and accounted as the 
noblest matron in the lodges of the Ahu(iia3; it 
was cnougli. As tknirad once told lilin, she was 
the most precious jewel he had brought back with 
him from the sunset, and he loved her w'ell. 

And so did Ellen; and her mother also, as slic 
descended peacefully into the vale of years, had 
ample reason to ap[>rove the regular intercourse 
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that existed l)ct\veen tlie fninilics, and to correct 
the false iinpnissions of a foreigner which she once 
possessed, re.specting those who enjoyed, after a 
different fashion, tin? hoiinties of their God, and 
who had tanght lier elilldren, not uinvisely, to live 
in accordance witli nature. 
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